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the Ministers, Eiders, and Deacons in each case, [ nod, until they shall be put in passcssion of tbc!xhcmo," ) |
T'hev * thaee of Farcign Chutches, that, in the absence of

Ath, By an annual collecuon made at cach preach- | oprnions of the Presbyteries 0a thie point

This Inst provision is 1 hiartnouy with

ing Station in the scveral Missionary Districts cs.
tablished within the bounds of the Presbytery.

V. Supply and distribution of Missionary ia-
hour.—In onler to obtain a more adequate supply
of missionarics, itis recommended that bestdes the -
upplications which mnay be made to the Colonial !
Commitiee of the General Assembly of the Free
Chutch of Scotland, and to the Preshyterian Church -
of Ireland, an active and extensive correspondence
should be immediately commeuced and persevered

cem 1t neceseary, however, to atate that Misvion-  other office-bearers, and 1n cases of neccemty, the
artes iwho are tmnsfarred 1n the meaatime by therr ' dracon may publicly read the Word of God, 20
authonty from one Preabytery to aaother, will bs thut the people way not ve deprived of the privie
entitled 10 receive a propartion of salary from each | lege of divine worship.
Presbytery within whose bounds they labour, ac- ! "The views entertmined by the Church regard.
carding to the period they spend in1t, at the rate 1ng the office of deacon, did not consist of mere
per annum secured to them by the Presbytery with | speculations, she forthwith proceeded to put them
which they ontgnaily entered tato encagerments, 102 =" e ¢a-operavon, Ju St Giles', Edinburgh,
Thesalanesofall Missionanesand Catechustsought | the churel of Johin Kuox, wiich contained 3000
tohe paid quatzerly, by order of the Conveneruf hearsrs, there were 12 clders, nnd not leaa than 16

in by ministers in this country, with indwidual « the Presbytery*s Home Mission Comimuttee ou the | deacons.— Dunlup’s Confessions, vol n. p. 638

ministers and preachers of their acquaintance in ! Treasurer.

Pavinents to account of such sala- [ {tcaunot be questioned that the congregatons

Scotland and Ircland, getting forth the religrous ¢ ries may also be made 1o Missionarics and Cate- | tizanghout the enuntry were similarly appointed.

The second bnok of Discrpline agreed on by the

destitution of the Colony, and the prospecta whieh chista by the Treasurers at the several Stations, the
it ptesents 10 missivnaries, as to uscfulness and receipts for such payments beng tmasintted 10 | General Agsembly o 1578, treate, 1n Chap. VIII.,
temporal auppost. I the Troasurer of the H. M. Fund, wiil be entered , of Deacons and ther oifice, “the last onlinary fune-

Correspondence with individuals has already - by bwm ns contrbunions, and charged ugainst the | tion in the kirk,* and rung in thefollowing terma :

proved succeasul, in bringing useful missonuries party to whom they have been pad. In eacht ¢ L Theword Diukonos mmemncsxa{f]&_:rgely l;l-
ice1n the

nto the country, when more farmal applications ! Miasionary District n suntable place of resulence | ken, comprehicnding all those who bear OK

avete fruitless, and there is inuch 1earon to believe ' for the Missionary shiould be fixed upoa by the , munstry, and perpercal function in she Kirk.

that if it were more coxteasmvely tried, a more
abuadant supply of labourers would be brousht to
our aid.—Uniil a more adequate supply of Mis. |
gionaries is abtained from these eources, or raised '
up within the Church, other available means must '

auperintending Munster, and a reasonable charge

for his board agreed upon, for which the lacal,

‘Treasurer ehould settle on the wntten order of the

3, But now as we <peah it 18 tnken only for
those to wioin the collection and distnbution of
the alms of the faithful ond ecelesiastical goods do

Missionary: such order on beiug transmitted to | appertain,

the Treasuvrer of the H. M. Fund, fo be entered
The

be employed as far as poscible, 1o remedy or al- f and charged by him as 1n the previous case.
leviate the evils arising out of the cxisting reli- t Ministers to whom the charge of the geveral Mis.
gious destitution. One such means {as bren al- ! sionary Districts has beea comnnted by the Pres.

¢ 3. The ofiice of the dencon iv tnken as an or-
dinary und perpetual ccelesinstical function 1n the

Kirk of Chriet.
¢.3. Of what propertes and dutics he ought to

ready pointed out, in the cstablishment of Sabbath  bytery, aucht ta reccive an allowance not exceeding f be who 35 called to this function, we remit to the

Schools and meetinga for public worship on the halfea-dollar aday, out of the H. M. Fuud, for the ;m
Lord’s day, at the several Stations, under the su- ' time winch they may devote to nussionary labour
perintendence of such lacal office-bearers as may ' in their several Distnicts: such allowences 16 be |

be appointed. In addition to_this the Committes ! paid by the Treasurer on the order.of the Convener
submit the following suggestions to Preshyteries. ! of the If.. M. Committer.

1. That the amount of lubour in the Missionary {  VII. Rerorts.—Besides the quarterly reporte
field 10 be requited of every Minister, should be by the Committees nt the several Stations, Presby.
determined by his Presbytery, and in the opinion teries should require the Mimisters 1n charge ot the
of the Committee, one Sabbath, and cight or ten seveml Districts, and all Missionarics and Cate-

anifest Senptures.
+¢ 5. The deacon ought to be called and elected

as the rest of the ¢piritual officers, of the which
election was spoken before.

6. Their office and power is to receive and
distribute the whole ceclesinstical goods to them
to whom they ate appointed.

“7. Tlns they ought to do according to the
udgment and appomtment of the presbyteries or
the clderstups (of whieir the deacons mre not),

week days,in every two months ought to be stated- | chists, 10 keep regular journals of their missionary 1e
Iy devoted by each Minister to this purpose, in the ' services, carefully wiitten out in suitable hooks, to § that the patnmeny of 1ht-. Kirk and poor be not
Missionary District or Distticts placed under his - be submitted yeatly, or oftenc=, as nay be deemed i comenied 10 prvate nea’s use, nor wrongfully

superintendence. 2. Asit ehould be the aim of necessasy, for the inspection of the I, M. Com- | distribrted.”™

Preshyterjestn procute a Missionary for cach of the ' mutes and the Preshetery, and eventually 1o he| Inthe interesting Litle treatisee of the celebra.
Missionary Distticts they may cetablish, eich of depasited with the Convener of sud Commuttee, ‘ttd Alexander Ilendersar, on ¢ The Government
the stations enjoying the services of such Mission~ ' Micsionaries and Catechists should also be required  and- Order of the Church of Scotland,’ publiehea
ary-on the Sabbath once alleastia every five or 1o furnish manthlv reports of theirservicesto the I3, § 1 1611, we have a gection ** Of the Deaconn ané
six weeks, s0 in_the meantime such inissionaries ' M Committee. Fach Preshytery should prepare a { their Office.®  The most imporiant parts are con.
agmay bz at their ditposal, should be directed to * zeneral annual report for the Synod, ou the state of | taned 1n these centenees :—¢ Their main duty 18
visit the several Districty in succession. speading  Missions within their bounds, compusing specific | 10 collect, receive, and distribute, not only the
o nany Subbathe in cach. ns may, atleaut, en- ' slatementson the following points :The number , alms for the poor, but the whole ecclesiasticnl
=ble them to preach oace on a Sabhath at each of of Mircionary Districts and of the Stations msgoods whirh are not aeeigned aud sppointed for
the Stations balonging to the District. 3. In the  eoch of them, as established by the Preshytery ; | the maintenance of particular persons.  These dv.
meantime also, Presbyte<ies should” avail them- ' the number of members and adherents of the | lies they must pesform at the diecretion and by the
selves, asfar as possible, of the services of pious ' Preshyterian Church in each Distnict; the amount | 3ppointment of the pastor and elders; for which
individnals possessing euitable gifts, in the charac- | of missionary service extended to cach Distnct, | cause, ead not for government, they are tobe pre.
ter of Catechiste, for conducting religious exerci- | and whether renderced by Mimisters, Missionaries, | Scnt, at the ordinary meetiags of the elderatnp.
tes aqd 1astruction, and for supenintending Sabbath ! or Catechists ; the usnal nttendance on the relimious | The means for the maintenance of the poor ate
Schools. at the several Stations. The more ad- | ervices at the several Stations 1 each District ; | collected by the deacons, the first day of the week,

vanced Students ta our Theological Institute niight ! the of Sabbath Schools, and of echolars ¢ or the J.ord's day, and other days of the public
i " ! asseinbling of the peoj.’e to the worahip of God, at

be employed with much advantagein this capacity ' attending them in cach Distriet; the state of the A
daring the recces. ‘Thé ofiizes of Schoolmaster | Preshytery's Home Mission Fund, cxhibinng .(sllhc eatry of the church : and of this prove not 8
and Catechist might, in many cases, be combined ! 1eeripts derived from the contributions and col- ¢ competeacy, then do the people either bring 1n
with great benefit 1o the Church and the commu- ! lections at the several Statione, and from collec- | their chanty on such days as nre appointed hy the
mity at large, and Preshyterics or the JHome Mis- | tions and contribations by the several congrem- | cldership, or are willing to be taxed aceording a8
mon Committees appoimted hy them, should dili- | 1i0ns,—and its disbursements, in payment of sala- | they shall be judged 10 be able. Jr soms cities and
gently lock ont for men suitably qualified in these  7irs tn Missionaries nad Catecluste, and allowances { panishes ichere tusorder has be-n car¢fully observed
reepecte, and pr ¢-their establichment a1 the ! 10 Ministers AL. GALE, Conzt1. luom hate boen suffered to beg, and nane Aare

ha:

various Stations. It is helieved that a considera- lacked.

b

ble nuinber of valuable Iabourers of this Jescrip- . :
tion might be obtained from Scoiland, if suimb‘l’c THE OFFICE OF DEACON,
cncoaragement were held out 10 them—men thor- | In yegard to this office, which waa eleatly de.
oughly traincd as tcachers, and possestiag reli- | signed-to huve a permanent place 1n the Christing
gious chanctcr@nd altainments suitable to the ; Church, the following extracts will shew how 1t
duties of - Catechist ;_and as this subject mav ca- | hus bieen regarded and regolated in the Church of
gage the atication of the Synod at its next meet- | Scotland :

ing. itis bighly desirable that Presbyteries should | The first book of Discipline, drawn upia 1560,
direet their atteation' to it, soas 10 obtain-the | thus speaks of the office of Deacon 1

necessaty -information, and to mature their views| * The office of deacon is to receive the rents
in regard to it and gather the alms of the xirk, to keep and distni-
VL Ssvaxizsor Missiovaniss, &c,—The Com: ; bute the rame, as by the minister and kirk shall be
mittee have deemed it advisable to. defer the de- | appointed. They, mayalso assistinjudgment with
fermination of & uniform . ealary for Missicoaries | the ministers and elders,-and may be admined 1o
aad Catechists throughout the bounds’of the -Syo! -cad in anemblF, if they be trequired, and ‘be able

A httle later, ahont the nuddle of the 13th
century, *A Trcause of the Roling Elders and
Deacons' was published by & musister of the
Church of Scotland. By some ths tract 18 attn
buted to 1be cclebrated George Gillespies, one of
the minirters of Edinburgh, and 8 commissioner to
the Westminster Assembly s but the ‘prevailing,
and apparently well founded persuasion is, that it
proceeded from the pen of James Guibne, rumster
of Sutling—onc of the noble mariyts of the
Chwich of Scotland.  It1s often bonad up with
the writings of fus kinsmap, William Guthrie of
Fenwick ; snd Stewant of Pardovan, 1n his ** Col-
lectinns.'* published at the epd of tiir renton,
expressly arcriben 12 10 hum, and extracie 3 nhole
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