about tho fashions or the visitors of thoe day, the
discussion of domaestic affaira, talking of hard
times, should not be  allowed to engross afl the
precious moments.  ft i= an excellent plan for
the head of the houschold to scleet such work
as w.ll be both interesting and instructive, and
to have them read aloud by members of the
family in votation, Reading may be a slower
process by this method, than where pages ean be
hastily run over with a glanco ; but it will be
more thorough. What is read will suggest topics
for conversation; the youthful mind will be
aroused to digest what has been rocoived ; it will
thus be moro deeply impressed, and more tho-
ronghly remembered. The older members of the
househinld can call attention tosuch things as re-
quire gpecial notice, and thus the exercise will
be prevonted from becoming 1aonot or
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like and vannwral.  Heaven guard thee, my
chald, from the tate of ameser. Aad you, Ed-
muand 1" asked the fathier, wriing to s dord son
who frankly aad openly repied,

1 have given my peach to the son of our
neighbor—the sick George, who has had the
fever. 1o wonld not tako it, so 1 feft it on hus
bed, and I have just come away."

o Now,” said the father, who has dono the
best with s peach 1"

“ Brother Edmund 1” the three exclaimed
aloud “ Brothere idmund '™ Edmand was st
and silent, and the mother kussed him \vn_xh‘&q,ms
of joy in her eyes.

THE LITTLE BOY'S FAITIL
It1s very mmportant that every lutle boy and

tediong,

We would specially commend this practice for
Sabbath ovonings, or other portions of that day
when the houschold may be usually at home,
This was the habit of Christian families in for-
mer times, when thoro were fewer public ser-
vices on the Sabbath, and more houschold in-
structions than at present ; and we venture to
a1y that nono who were accustomed to such
instructions in their youth ever have forgotten
them in their after years. Tho saimons of Jay,
Davies, and the Villages series; the writings of
Leigh Richmond, and others, which occupied the
evenings of our childhood’s home, have made an
impression on our mind which no lapse of time
can obliterate. Parents littlo think how deep
and lasting the results which may ensuo from
thus connecting the teachings of the good and
wise and great with the hallowod associations of
the homestead.  Long after that little band has
been scattered, and those who presided over it
have gone to their graves, are the precious truths
thus inscribed wpon tho heart, rcealled and
pondered.—They hecomo lessons powerful, clo-
quent, and affecting to the prodigal son, and the
volatile daughter, and are, doubtless, not unfre-
quently tho means of bringing them to the feot of
the Saviour, henceforth to be faithful followers
of tho.God of their fathers.— Presbyterian.

et ettt et

A LITTLE GERMAN STORY.

A countryman one day returning from the
city, took home with him five of tho finest peaches
one could possibly desire to see, and az his child-
ren had never beheld the fruit before, they reoic-
od aver them cxeeedingly, calling them the fine
apples with the rosy cheeks, soft, plam-liko
gkins. The father divided them amang his four
children, and retained one for their Mother. In
the evening, ere tho children retired to their
chambher, the {ather questioned them by asking—

“ How did you like the soft rosy applea?”

“Very much, indecd, dear father,” said the
eldest hoy 3 “it is a beaatiful fruit—so acid and
yrt so nice and soft to the taste; I have care-
fully preserved the stone, that I may cultivato a
tree)”

“Rright and bravely dono,” said the father,
« that epeaks well for regarding tho fuwro with
care, and 13 becoming in a young husbandman.”

“1 have eaten mine and thrown the stone
away,” sud tho youngest, “ beside which mother
gavo me half ofher's. O it tasted so sweey,
and g0 meltng in my mouth.”

“Inde.d, auswered the father, ¢ thou hast
not been prudent.  However, it was very natural
and childlike, and displays wisdom enough for
your years.”

«Y have picked up the stone,” said the second
one, ¢ which my httle brother throw away, crack-
ed it, and eat the kernel—it wae as sweet as a
nut to the taste—but my peach I havo sold forso
rouch money, that when I go to the city, T can
huv twelve of them.” ?

The parent shook his head reprovingly, saying,

“ Boware my boy, of avarice. Prudence is all
very well, but such conduct as vours is unchild-

girl should understand what faith or trustin God
means. It is important, because they may be
called to die at any tine, and then they ought
to liear the voice of Jesus, the blessed Saviour,
calling to them, though they cannot see him.~—
The following story will help cach oneto un-
derstand what it 19 to tust in God and believe
in Jesus.

1t was a dark night ; a high wind wag blow-
ing without, while all the family of Mr, H.—
were lying quietly in theirbeds, breathing calmly
in the soundest slumber.

All at once Mr. H. was aroused by the ter-
rible cry of fire. He was not sufficiently waked at
first, to understand the cause; hut the sound
grew nearer and nearer, and soon many were
gathering under his window, * Fire! fire ! your
house is on fire " they shouted, as they pounded
heavily upon the doors. Throwing a few clothes
around: hun, Mr. II. rushed to the door; and
what was his surpnise and fear to see his own
dwelling was in flames! He hasuly returned,
called up his ternfied wife, and taking the babe
and the next older child, they quickly sought a
shelter in an adjoining house. Iis oldest son,
about ten years of age, elept in a chamber in
another part of the house, near the room of the
servant-maid who lived in the family.

Immediatoly the father hastened to rescue
him, feoling but little anxicty for his propenty, if
his family only might be saved. On hisway, ho
met the maid. <« Whero is Charles?” said Mr.
L., surpriced to sce heralone.

“Crying n his room,” answered the frighted
girl.  *I but just escaped, and the starsare now
allin flames.”

The fire had broken out in that part of the
house, and the flames were now spreading with
fearful rapidity.  Almost distracted, Mr. H.
rushed out, and hastened 1o the part of!he.housc
benecath the window of lis son’s sleeping-room,

The window was thrown up., The terrified
boy was standing there, crying owt-in agony,
“ Father! father! how shall T get ont1”

He could be scen by the glare of the firo in
the roam ; but ho could see no ono henenth him—
it was so dark—afthough he heard many vaices,

“ Here I am, my ¢on,” cned out the deeply-
moved father. ¢ Here I am; fear not.  Lay
hold of the sill of the windorw, and drop yourself
down. I will certainly catch you.”

Charles crept out of the window, and chinging
with the grasp of a drowming person, ho hung
trembling, and afrmd tolet go.

«“Let go, my son,” cried the father.

«] can t see you, father.”

“ But 1 am here, my =o0n.”

« I'm afraid, father, that T shall fall.””

“Let go; you need not fear,” agan shouted
the father. The flames began to approach the
window—the casement grew hot—if he stayed
thers, he would be burned. o recollected that
his father was strong ; that he loved himn, and
would not tell lum to do any thing that wonld
wnjure him. He drew an las breath, unclasped
his finger, and in 2 moment was in his fathers
arme, overpowered, and weepwg for joy at his
wondezful eseape.

N. w, notice, intle friend, that Charles first
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feit bus hopeieas motnunn,  He could not excape

any i way gave by the window,  Ile comd

uot #eo ha tadher, buthe heaed ms voree.  in
! the second tace, he thoughs we b lua nuind thay
) s Lather was mirong, and ablo .o cateh hin.—
 Avt thadiy, e beueved, or tusted, with tus
heart, tnat lus fatier soud save tum, and then
drepped, tembung, inte s arms,

Su, when we feel that we ar minners, there
18 one way to escape the punwshment,  We can
not save vorselves, \We do nut see Jesug, but we
\ hear tus vuice 1o the Bible, and havw he 18 bere,
L We beaove us Word, we foar no jonger; Jesus
will nut decewve us, and we fail wito his arms,—
Erchange Paper,
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