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¢ PROVE ALL THINGS, HOLD FAST THAT WHICII IS Goop.”

MILLENNIUM.

WiLL sects ever cease ?  Will a time ever come when all disciples
will unite under one Lord, in one faith, in one baptism, in one hope,
_in one budy, in one spirit, and in adoring one God and Father of all?
Will divisions ever be healed ?  Will strife ever cease among the
saints .2 earth 7 o these questions all who pray for the millennium,
all who long for its appearance, answer, Yes. How then shall the
union be accomplished ? Will all be conveited to any one sect?
“Will all become Unitarians, Trinitarians, Arians, or Socinians? Will
all become Presbyterians, Baptists, or Methodists? Will all become
members of any one of the hundred sects of this century ? [ presume
no person of common intelligence will say, Yes. All sects know
they have some opinions, or some custoss, which must be dispensed
with. Il.w tien s all it be introduced ? T answer unequivocallyin
one sentence, By ubandoniag opinions, and founding all associations
upon the belief of Gospel facts. Let every sect give up its opinions
as 4 bond of union, and what will remain in common ? The gospel
facts alone. Every sect, Catholic and Protestant, admits all the
historic facts recorded in the five historical books of the New Testa-
ment. Their various interpretations, additions, substractions, and
new modifications of opinions concerning these facts, and not the
truth or falsehood of the narratives, create all the confusion, build the
whole Babe!, and set all the machinery of the contending interests in
motion. Now, will not the slowest to apprehend see that, if by any
means, they could be ind 1ced to abandon their opinions, and retain
the plain incontrovertible facts, the strife would be over.

But men cannot give up their opinions, and, thereiore, they never
can unite, saysone. We do not ask them to give up their opiuions —
We ask them only not to impose them upon others. Let them hold
their opinions; but let them hold them as private property. The
faith is public property : opinicns are, and always have been, private
property. Men have foolishly attempted to make the deductions of
some great minds the common measure of all christians. Hence the
deductions of a Luther, and a Calvin, and a Wesley, have been the
rule and measure of all who coalesce under the names ot the leaders.
It is cruel to excommunicate 2 man because of the imbecility of his
intellect. I havebeen censured long and often for laying tvo much



