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rer. 5 cectrî-cd iliii or hefore, stinrise.
ýow the sit is goiiig doivni ; amd, witli ex-
îtrnal darkuîcss, a fi-eliiig of deep hon-or
,ejzes bis iind. Tis~ wotild fi liim with
feelings of -rerenc, and lie, in acrortlincle
witiî the dark future, awaiting, bis seed.
Ilere Abraam is taught tiat is sced are
Io lie strangers andi siîîlki-rs in a foreigui
lad for 400 vears; that God ililiat leiîgtli
exceut jiudgmnent against ilucir ojupressors;
djeur he hinselt shiah dlie iin pria-e ; tiîat, in
Illt fouri g-rîcration, bis seed shahl enter
Ot the possession of' Canîaan ; tliat ail titis
Muust tie deferretl iin the menti tiniîe, tili the
time of the probationî of the Amorites, the

î esent possessors, shiah have hteen ftilfiled.
flow ren-arklibiy wvas ail1 this fulfilled !
Vv. 17-2i.-rhe smin-ig furnace, and

tht buriiyn lanip, max' re-fer to the future
history of his posteriiîy; the former signify-
ing ilîcir affliction iii Egvpt, cailed in leut.
iv. 20, an iu-oufurnarc; and the latter, their
dtlivcraiuee. Or if, like the pillar of fire,
ilht huu-ning lanip represented the divine
majesty, its passiiig bctwveea the pieccs of
the shain vi-tiias wvould denote God's enter-
ing into covenant ivitli Abraham. Trîus
corenants were malle. Lev. xxxiv. 18. lIn
tbis way God entered into covenant with
,Abrahanm, giviug Canaan te> bis seed, the
bouridaries of wlîich, îvith the nations ini-
cluded in it, arc next mentioned. The
promised lanîd thus extended fîom. the Nile
to the Euplîrates. Jer. ii. 18.

LEssoss.

1. God bas a promise to meet our every
wat and every difiicuity.

2. Those, iro foihow God rnay count on
bis protection. I l>et. iii. 13.

3. earu bei-e the importance of faith in
Christ. Sec Short. Cat. 2. 86.

4. Our îi-hoic future is known to God,
andiin wisdoin and mcercy provided for.

5. God enters mbt covenant with bis
people; and Jesus is the surety of it.

DOCTRINE TO DiE IROVED.

We have acceptance with God only
iuough faith ini Christ. Rom. v. 1, 2 ; iiIi

28; Epb. ii. 8 ; Johin xiv. 6 ; Eph. i, 6.

FIFTH SABBATH.

SuIIJEcT:, The covenani rcneued and sed-
i. Geai. xvii.

The sixtccnth chapter deseribes thc plan
Abraham adopted to secure the promised
Red. God pei-mitted this plan s0 far to,
succeed; and Abraham had a son. Though

thtson huas beu ohtained by a course
imore titan doubtful, Abraham yet seems to
tue been suttisfied. is crooked poiicy
bks succeeded, anid thirteen years pans awat'
àa this unsatisfactory state. But God às
fithfül, and again visits Abraham.

V. I.-Z ain the A/jniqjhtq God. 0f thie
Ahrnhamn iieeds to lie renii ntl(1(. Pcrfect.-
Sinee, upriglit, anid iniilivd reprooif. Our-
dutv is ro walk lefore (Èod ini siîiceri:v,
lcav;iîg jini to accolliplisi ]lis Own dcsigng
ili his own N-av.

NVi. 2-8.-Ili covenant invluldeS (1) a
niîunerous sCCd, in-iuiiig thle descndau ts
Of Isane, Isliiiiîael, Esau anld ICeturali ; and,
idelccd ail lielievers. Eoni. iv. 16, 17. (2)
Illustrious ki .as tiiose Of ,Judah and
Israel, the kirîgs Of Edoln, the Saracen
kinf's Of Au-aia, 211)(1 Eou iu lit. anid,
aluni- ail, .Jesus the insof~ kings, (3) a
new nanie, Abranii, iiictuiuugl great fathter,
and Abx-iam, fitîher of a maultitude. Tihis
us the ftrst ret-ordeil chanige of' naine. The
IIuractice hecanle eornuui afierwards ; and1
the chiange of illiue expres-ses a change ini
the poý,iIiûo and virciuuustauies of tile mndi-
vidlual. Thus, .Jacoih was cliauîeged to Israei.
Gen xxxii. 28 ; nii Simon to Peter. Mat.
xvi., 18. In likec maînuier ail believers oh-
tain) a new jiame. Lsa. lxii. 2 ; Ilev. iii. 12,
(4) an interest in God. Ver.. 7. Sc Ieb.
xi. 16; Jer xxxi. 33 ; xxxii. 38-40. This
is the rovenatit of grace made witli Jesus,
and ail helievers iii Jesus. (5) A renewcd
grant of Canuaan. Ver. 8.

Vv. 9-14.-To this covenent Abraiuam's
consent is required, and the rite of circ-um-
cisiofl is to be the expressionu of that cou.
sent. Circ-uniision iras the sign, the se&]
of (iod's covenaxut; and AI rahamr and bis

1posterity wcre to wcar il, as a badge, wo
distiîiguish tiiem froaîu ile gentile nations.
To rcjcct the seal of the <-overiant was re-
gar<îed. and treated as rejerti il- the covenant
itself; and the person so aetiîîg ivas to lie
exit oWtemînvw roin the ciuurch
and priviieges Of an laraelite. Thiis rite
is expressive of moral purity. l)eut. xxx.
6 ; Pl. iii. 2. Undcr the gospel baptism
is the seal of the cevenan:, cesp d
to eircumeision. ~ -SOdi

Vv. 15-22-Sarai was ineluded ini the
covenant, in token of iviih lier narne waa

i changed. Sarai means nu>, 1rincess, or as
somne undcrstand the word, çoîtentios-
Sarah menns 1rincess of a muzltituidé. Ahi-a-
ham iauýqhed, flot in scoru, as Sarah dit).
Gen. xviii. 12. Blis words were mueh the
same as liers, but the feeling iras very dif-
ferent. The same act miii possess a differ-
ent chai-acter, aecording to the motive that

Sromp s it. Ver. 18. ' Bitherto Abraham
as regarded Ishmael as the promisedl seed,

and when Isae is pronised, lie ran wvith
diffiettity let Ishmael go from bis place
in his heart. But thotigli Isaac is to lie
the heir of the coveituti, vet, from bis re-;
lotion icu Abraham, Islîmael is flot te> go
nblcsscd. Gen. xxv. 12-16.

Vv. 23-27.-Ail Ahraham's objections
axe silexîced, bisî difficultles vnnish. Mark
three features ini his obetiience 1 .- lt is
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