
Addrcss on Literature.

fal? gro and see iîov nature painits iii outtiine and coter, iii tint and

If ever you visit Niagara in wvinter, go dowii iinto the depthis of
that mi!zhty cliasm, whiose watts rcveorbei'ate to the evcr-lastizrg,
thuifder of INiagara's cataraot ; and as yoit stand aînong aun1 upon
the ice blocks wvhicli bridlge the river, and look aromid, yoit will 8ee
ain i11îistratioi. of ina-îjestîc nature, of stubliimity, of granideur in ii iht
.iid hdofoi-ni and color. As you look at thec gtittering water
as it rushes over the dliffs above you, repeat with Brainerd:

"Tlie tlîotughts are straxige tl.at crowd into rny braixi,
Wheu 1 look uipward to tliee."1

Carefully note the language and scene before yoti, and, if you are
xnot satislied, try your owii descriptive powers, and candidly coni-
paire the two. If yoti succeed iu producing a sketch eqmil to
Brainerd's, we shall be happy in its pertusal ;if superior, wve shall
be biappier to place it as a tîterary geni uipon the p)ages of our
C.~ANAIA MAGAZINE.

Suppose thue suni is deseending and nearing, the horizon, as you
look towards flie great fait, your eyes are dazzled by blis ~oiu
ravs; tura round, and yoil wvih sec tho1se rays decoinposed by thie
I.risnmatic xnist., and reticLed iu a inîanty-colouredp( bov, spanning the
guif like a bridgre of gtory.

Yon can't pait t1ie bow in the cloud with living colours, but
voit can nlote thxe advancing shadlows, the chaningic play of highit ilà
Zialliance witli cloifd and spray, -%vitlu trce, and rock, and water.

And, as the creiscalar shadows gafluer, anid you ziscend the
hieiglits with careful, iiieasiired step), von inay profitably moralizc
11pon, tle great picture you have beenl stuidyin, and the tessons to
be learnt froni its tuistory.

t lias beeuu often stated, thiat in tiuis country we have
not the ineans, the facilities, the surrotindings for literary
*work. To a certain extent, this is true, we have couuparativety
little miaterial in our histor , our public works, 0ou, rgeneral
business, or private life, to supply us, as journalists, with subj)ects
for poputar, interestlng wrîting. W'e have not those otd, histor-
bcal, and picturesq que oorpictassociat ions and mieunioiies,--
those ancient niansions and castellated buildings, with th eir faunitv
histories and adventures, to enriclb our pagres wvitil interesting,
story; and if we imust go to Eutrope for stich ~ihvtwe imist
cither go in person, or we are ut once rtaced at a disadvantage for
ivant of those opportunities for reference to 1)e obtained, fronu, loclI
scenery or iii their public libr:zries and inuseims.

It must not, howcver 1 be inferred that wve hauve nothing te woric
upon,--tlhe hieavens above, and the earth beneath a~nd arotund uis,
are rich in subjîects for thougbit. Whierever mnan is to ho fomid,
there witl be soznethin<r to interest ius,-his pecuiliarities of char-
acte and habit,-.hisb virtutes and vices.-his symnpathies and
repugnances; loves ind batreds; joys and sorrows; hopes aild
fears; betiefs and unbeliefs; victories and defeats; triiuunphls and
reverses; man at bis best, and man at bis worst. But tO treat
these subjects eff'ectivoly, requires muchi patient study and prac-


