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WMiscellancous,

Education of Farmers : Music.

To the Editor of Tus: Ca. apa Fansen:

Siis, 1. is pleasiag to observe that tue farmers vo-
cation I3 every day becoming better nnderstood by
commercial and professional men generally, For
moerally it was thought that a.y man (piovided he
was a muscular one), was competen? to be a farmner ;
cdueation was considered to be nuseless ¢ him ; Lut
the time is fast approaching wlen it will be as essen-
tial for the farmer to go through a course of studies
preparatory for his vocation asany professional man,
A time will come when it will be neeesaary for every
Rural School i have a amall quantity of land attach.
cd for experiments. I our school sites were 1aid out
sysiematically, and cmbelished with evergeeen trees.
&c., and had a pateh of ground for experiments, the
children wonld soon_acquiro a tasie for embellish.
ment that would lead them £ adore aml appreciate
the wondrous works of their Creator.  Likcwise, if
teacners were compelled to teach mu<ic in Rural
Schools it would bie a Lenefit to the rising generation
and a blessing to their parents. An cminent writer
states that * music exerts & most salutry influence
upon human character and conduci. Mark itseffect
also upon the taste—how reflning! Upon the cnes-
gics—how animatng! It frowns upon all that 1s low
and grovelling—upon ali that 1sdall and stupid ; aud
produces lufiy aspirations and lvely movements, ' 1
music produces such salutary cffec:s upon the human
characier it is the dudy of trustees aad my brother
farmers to_have music tzaugbt in ther schools and
familics. We hnow that all mea are nut coastituted
alike, and consequenily music acis dufferently on
different persons. Somie old firpiers would rather
hear the composed grant of tieir fat porkers, than
the sweelcst sounds that ever cacape:d human lips.
Bul man isa soual Lemg, and hikes sosial gathere
ings ; the farmer i3 deprased of thuse gathenings when
com{mrcul with the professional man , tlus deficiency
would be alleviated to acerisin extent by music.
1f furmer's children were taught singing at school, a
pleasant larmonious family circle would caliven
their homes throughuut the bung wanter esenings and,
make home a home indeed, where the childeea would
look back when grown to wei and women, with plea-
sure and regret : pleasure to think how mauy bappy
hours thci bave epent in their dear old komes : regret
to think that they will never mect agzain as juyous
children to swelf the sweet notes of ** Home swect
Home, ? and enliven their ‘parents as in the days of

yore.
Uibbert, November 26, 1866.
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A Scotch Fair,

Tag village of Melrose is onc of the mos{ beautifal
that I have ever gcen. It is situated om the siver
Tweed, ot the foot of the Eildon hills. The herdsmen
of the South of Scotland have selected it asa conve-
nicnt place for the ¢ale of sheep. Itis not an Agri-
cultural Fair, conducted by a society, with premiums
for tho best stock, but a day on which any person
having lambs for sale may find a purchaser. The
lambs sold to-day were not forithe butcher, but were
purchased by farmers for faftening during the wiater.

Reaching tho Fair grounds, we find long rows ef
booths and tents by tho roadside, with & crowd of
Eooplc surging {o and fro. Gin and spirits arc to be

ad. Tho landlords of tho country inns are here to
accommodate their customers with roast beef, boiled
mutton, brandy, brown stout, and whiskey. Kettles
aro sleaming, and coffee-pots bubbling on tho coals.
Housewives are attending to tho wants of the hungry
multitude. ¥he business of the day is over, and the
farmers and herdsmen arc drinking bealth to the
‘%xg:en. They mako tho table dance with their loyal

While they are thus engaged, let us pass through
tho crowd and take a look at tlc lambs. The road
was full of sheep as wo came up, and here are
flocks by the acze.  Not in fences of wood, but each
flock in a net.  Each herdsman buings Lis owa net
ting, drives hisstakes, and thus folds hislambs. The
fair confounds us by its magnitude. The official re-
port gives belween sevenly and eighly thousand lambs
onthe ground? Last year over sisty thousand were

Yuur agricultural readers will want to have parti-
cular information abont the sheep, therefore we will
step over the neting and examine the stock. It is
Chuvivt breed, onc-hali and two-thirds blood. The
lambs ato compacily baut, hardy, casily fattencd,
and suited to the climate. They hiave smooth faces
and legs—wool of medium fineness., Thero is very
liulo resciblance between this_stock and that to be
founit 1n New Hampshuo and Vermoat—tlhe Spanish
merino, woolled ail over {o the hoofs, hoods over the
cyez, and everywhere wrinkled large and heavy, I
have not as yet seen # Spanish merino this side of the
water, and the ficlds are sprinkiled everywhere with
slicep, which are raised more for mutton than for
wool. |

Tle puare Cheviots brouglht to-day from $4 to $5 5
the half blood from 84 to §7, and tho threc-quarter
bloods §7 to $8-=a falling off of from two to fonr
sbillings o last year’s pricca.  This is accounted for
by the poor turnip crop of tho preser: scason § bnt
gentlemen with whom I conversed expressed the
opinion that the value of sheep has - .ched o calmi-
uating point.

A most interesting feature of the Fair was the con-
duct of the dogs, for cach herdsman had tivo or three
—no curs, but real shepherd’s ‘dogs, each one of
which scewed to feel that ho wa3 the cspecial ap-
pointed guardian of the flock. In passing along the
10ads, although there were hundreds of flocks, rarcly
wa3 ltere any commiogling. If o lamb left his pro-
per place tho vigilant guardian had bim back ina
twinkling. If the herdsman wanted bis flock to turn
a coracr, & wave of his hand and the dog was there.
The oaly difficulty was from tho over-zeal of the dogs,
who scuanted to desire to do their best in tho presence
of g0 many spectators.  Not unfrequently the herds-
men iy their flochs in the care of tho dogs and
atiended to other business, and then it was interest-
ing to sce the Argus-cyed creatures sit on their
haunchies or stretel themsclves at full length on the
.round, their cyes always upun the flock, or clse
trotung here and there around the lambs.,  Although
there were hundreds of dogs upon the ground, there
wayg no neglect ot duties on the part of Brano, to
make the acquaintazco of his canine friends from the
otins parts of the country. Returning from the
flucks, Ict ustake a looh at the people, for they arc
heic -men, women, 1ads and lasses. This is a grand
holiday. The factories at Galashicls, for miles upon
the Tweed, where thousands of shawls are manufac-
tured cvery week, are a¥l closed, and the operatises
are vut for & breash of fresh air. Those herdsmen
are ctout, broad-chested fullows, with placid counte-
pances, and pictures of Lealth. The cheeks of the
girls are like pippins. There goes a lass with a coun-
tenance o8 frech a3 the morning, and with golden
lucks wany a high-bora lady might wiss were hers.
As yua siudy their faces you seo kindness, good-will,
and hearly cheer. Their voices are not quite musical.
They speak with the broad Scotch brogue, and
when talking rapidly their language is  almost
unintelligible.  DBat there is nothing of the Cockney
about them, in bebaviour or specch. It is mid-after-
noon, and tho whiskey is beginniog to be felt. Here
is a young man with a glass beforo him, singiog with
all his might. There i3 a gray-haired man, who
will balance two hundred and fifty pounds in the
scales, who has swallowed several glasses of spirits
which sorashow runs down iat> his legs, producing
such a limberness of the knees that he cannot walk
without a fricnd at each arm. The lads and lasses
are drinking together. Little boy$ not ten years old
are tipping their glasses. Showmen, with drum and
trumpet, are calling the gaping crowd to sce their
wonderful exhibttion. Iereis atribe of gipsics—a
class never geen in the States—who live in their don-
key carts.  They bave pitched their tents under the
lec of a stone wall, whero they will tarry till the Fair
is over, then away {o another gathering. That o'
wounan, wrinkled, barcheaded, with dishevelted Inir,
black cyes, and repulsivo features, smoking a pipe.
sitting on a stone, and looking loweringly upon the
crowd, is o fortune-teller. There stands a littie girl,
cight or ten years old, dressed in rags, holding a
moaning infant, while the mother is telling the destiny
of the lads m:‘(\lla.sscs aronad her, by looking at the
palms of their hands. Thero is not much to be ueen
by tho crowd, but the great business seemi to be eat-
inz and drinking, and at this the peoplo of Great
Britain will beat the warld.—Cor. of Frchange Paper.

NEw STYLE OF AGRICOLTURAL ADDRESSES.—A Cor
respondent of tho agricultural department of the
Boston Wechly Advertiser i3 rot catirely satisled
with the preseat style of managing agricultural fairs.
Tho usual stgle of the annual address does uot st
him. He says :— Iustead of o long speech by one
man, let tae tme be divided among several. If the
borses cre cxamined ficst, I would bavo a horse man
prepare lumself to speak upon horses—their bregding,

Lrought to the fair, but the show tu-day is the largest
ever%xeld in Great Britain. v &

management, & He should be confined to half.an

hour, and then aunother half hour may be devoldd to
asking and answering questions. If cattle are next
examined, o man shonld Lo ready to taltk upon the
subjectof breeding catlle, and give the most approved
rules for thesame.  Ilo wight compare the b.ceds,
and, being on the ground, all could sce them. And
when the sheep coma up for consideration, have o
man ready to portray tho wool interest, and bring it
home to tho understanding of all. Iwould Lo throagh
the whole catalogue in this way, and then farmers
will go home with much valuable information. Then
fairs will no longer bo sight-sceing only, but wiil
contributo to the intelligenco of visitors.”

Fauyt Isorattox,.—TLo Prairie Furmer regards tho
isolation in which mo3t farmers live the greater por-
tion of their time, as a matter of regret, being tho
main cause of the boorishness so commonly, and
sometimes justly, imputed to them as a class, * Thero
i3 nothing in farming which needs tends to this, and
in cases whero the charge is justiGed, it generally
results from the isolation referred to, and nothing
clse. Iffarmers would hold more frequent intercourse
with cacl other, exchange opinions upon topics con-
nected with farming and _public poliny, such social
attrition wonld smooth down their rough points, if
any they have, givo freedom and force {o {leir
expressions of opinion, while promoting a spirit of
brotherhood advantagcous alike to the indiriduals
and to the community. Isolation tends to cherish
sclfishness and o churlish cgotism impervions {o the
kindly influcaces which soften the heart and givo
polish and ease to tho intercourse of man with man.

YVantots sont3 o CuavNtERS.—We clip the follow-
ing from a recent number of tho Mark Lane Express :
- A man bLeing brought up at one of the police-
eonrls, tue magistralo asked © What is your trade?™
“ A horse-chauntcr, yer vurshi’p." “ Awhat? a horse-
ckaunter? why what's that?”’ «Vy, yer vurship,
ain’t you up to tbat ‘cro {rade?” ¢ Come, expluin
yoursclf,” said the magistrate, * Vell, yer vurship,”
$aid le, “ I goes round among the livery-stables—they
all on 'ein hnows me—and ven I sees & gea'man bar-
gaining for an ’oscge, I just steps up like a tee-total
strange., and sez I, ¢ Vel, thai's a rare un, I'll be
bound,’ scz I * hie's got tho beautifullest 'ead and neck
as I cver seed ,’ sez I; ¢ only loua st *iz open nostrils
—he's got vind like n no-go-motive, I'NN be Lound ;
he'll travel a hundred miles a-day, and never vunce
think on't 5 tkems the kind of le7s vat never fails.?
Vel, this tickles the gen'man, and he gcz to ‘imself,
that ‘cro ‘onust countryman’s a rale judge of & Lorse ,
s0, please you, yer vurship, he bays 'im, and tiots
off. Ve, then I gocs up to the man vat keeps the
stable,and Iaxes 'im,Vel, vatare yougoing tostand for
that 'ere chaunt 2" aad he gives me n suvrin. Vel, that's
vat I call ‘orse-chaunting, yer vurskip, there's ralo
littlo arm in’t ; there's a good many sorts on us;
some chaunis canals, and some chaunts railroads.”

. Bracg Rarv. — The Aberdeen (Scotland) Journa
gires the following accouat of the black rain showers
which arc now so well known in Seotland, und which

searcely occasion greater astonishment in the regions
whero they ocecur than would a snow storm in New
England:
Between tho beginning of January, 1862, and the
niddle of January, 1866, there have been no fewer
than cight authenticated black showers in Scotland.
Seven of theso fell in Slains, and the extensive sur-
rounding district. Two of them wero accompanied
with pumice sionez, some of tho balls measured cight
or ten inches in diameter, and weighed upwards of a
ponnd avoirdupois, The first four, including the
Carluke showes, and the cighth, were coterporara-
neous with outbursts of Vesurius, and the intermedi-
ate three with those of /Etna. But now, through the
nstrumeantality of the Rev. Mr. Rust, uf Slzins, who was
thefirst to draw general attention to the Scotuish show-
cr3, it has been discovered that England getshersbare,
likewise, of black showers, although she did not
think that she was so distingnished. On the 3rd of
May, ot the present year (1866), the town of Birming-
ham, and the surroanding country, were twico, for
turec-quaricers of an hour, each time, enveloped with
black clouds producing darkness and riin. Acei-
dents took place in the streets, vehicles wero upset,
gas hiad to be highted at somo of the orossings, and
nearly in all_pluces of business. Mr. Rust, wriung
for information, got inquiries instituted, and the re-
sult is found to. Lo that & largo quantity of black rain,
similar ¢o the S.oilish, fell, and blackened raip water
in tanhs, and cloivs 0 gieens, not only in Birming-
bam iteclf, but al 1ural places many miles distant,
unaffcoied b{ €00, uud smohe, and even windward of
that town. S0 fur ws hauwn, however, no word has
ct arrived of auy voleanio oatbarst, alihoogh, judg-
ing from what has tahen placo in Scotland, a pryba-
bility exists tiial sume volcano has been 1a a stare of
activity, cmitting its contents, whether it bo heagd of

or not. .



