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C owever, I managed by working the bees
all they were worth to keep the twenty col-

"les along in a fair condition, and yet draw ontbi every few days for bees and brood to make

for h ( f course this lessened my prospects
f ,oney to quite a large extent, but I consider-

it Much better than to destroy the whole
ProsPect by breaking them up entirely.

0  g to the cold nights and this continual
n ig of bees and brood from them I saw that

uid get no large yield of honey if the season
ec ever so good, for I had not the brood

tassa in the hives at the right time to give
S bundance of bees during the bloom of

sweod whichi is our great honey producer.
ordr ta get a good honey yield, the hive must

te h of brood at least thirty-seven days before
te oney harvest, and at that time my hives

treati half full. Considering this fact I was
'y surprised that the bees did as well as

thy did.

en apple trees blossomed, the weather was

at oable, so that no surplus was obtained,
od had it lot been that there was considerable

W. ey in the hives I should have had to feed.
th be and Alsike clover yielded so as to give
à es a living and plenty for brood-rearing.
4 ood openied on July 5 th and bloomed for
%torly two weeks, during which time the bees

he b honey well considering the number of
littl ees present in the hives. Teasel gave very
bel e honey, after basswood, which was quite a

e y way of getting many nearly filled sec-
sealed over.

t00d acreage of buckwheat had been sown
s oc ality, and I had strong hopes that a

the on1 this source might be obtained, but for
for tth time in succession I was disappointed,
Pllat en ough was gathered to show any sur-

t en in the brood combs after it had gone
% lossom. The last year in which buck-

Wbat gave any surplus with me was in 1877.
t e trouble is that this plant does not se-

ney of any amount in this place I do not
111nless it is because I live in a cold, frosty

t the twenty colonies only 14 swarmed, so
n Icrease was very light except as I made
lies by division, after the season was

4r present number is forty fair colonies
ness for winter, and twenty very small

ade from doubled up nuclei; all of which

tores enough for winter except the nuclei,

re ad to be fed a part or all of their winter

yg result of the season is an average of about

Wt o POunds of honey from each of the
Colonies, the whole amount being 1,039
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lbs., 722 lbs. of which was comb honey. The
amount received for queens, nuclei, etc., up to
Oct ioth was about $700.

Taking it as a whole I have no reason to) com.
plain regarding the result of the year 1887, unless
perhaps it is that I have been so crowded with
work that I have not found time for the im-
provement of my mind, which I would like; nor
to make the many experiments that I had pro-
posed to try.

G. M. DOOLITTLE.

Borodino, N. Y., Oct. 17th, 1887.

From Gleaiangs,

Bee-Keeping With Other Pursuits.

HOULD bee-keeping be made an exclusive
business, or should it be pursued in con-
ju nction with some other business ? This
question can be best answered after con-

sidering some of the pursuits that may be con-
bined with bee-keeping. I am competent to
speak of only a few, aud if it seems really desir-
able that there shall be a combination, perhaps
others may be called out. Perhaps 1 may arouse
Mr. G. M. Doolittle by saying that I think he
bas made one of the worst oombinations possi-
ble in combining bee-keeping with small-fruit
raising. I think there is a somewhat general
impression that bee-keeping and raising small
fruits go nicely together. There is this much to
say in favor of it-that the man with the right
taste for bee-keeping is apt to have the right
taste for a fruit-raiser, and if successful at either
he would be successful at the other if he should
turn his atten;ion to it.

But a business to be combined with bee-keep-
ing should be one that would require the atten-
tion of the bee-keeper mainly at a time when
his bees require no cnre. So far as my experi-
ence goes, the small-fruit business requires the
closely attention at the very time the very time
the bees demand it. As soon as spring has
fairly opened, there is work to be done at the
bees, and so there is at strawberries, raspberries,
etc. As the season advances, the bees become
more imperative in their demands, and so do
the berries. In the height of the picking season
when the eyes of the fruit-raiser must be every.
where to see that pickers are making good work,
to settle disputes, to make sure that berries are
promptly sent to their proper destination, and
not allowed to stay over and spoil-at this time
when the fruit-raiser' unless possessed of a very
cool head, is about half crazy, the bees alone
are enough to make him go distracted when a
dezen swarms may come out at the same cime.
In a word, the busy time for each comes at the


