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Gradulially th, heat. will be found to be grenter round the
sides than in the centre, owing to the greater eonpression in
the centre. When in this case. the fodder may be trodden
round the edges, to proiote even settling as ihr as possible.
When the fodder sinks very little in three or four days, il
nay be well trodden, and the silo filled up with fresh fodder,
which nay bc trodden so as to get as much in as possible, and
the silo nay then bc finally covered and weighted.

At no timue there is any danger of' the heat rising too high
in any part of the silo The bacteria, which are the cause of
the hoating, begin to be destroyed as soon as the temperature
rises above 1220 Fahrenheit, consequently the heat acts as
its own governor. In no case have I fournid a higher tem-
perature than 158° degrees F.lirenhvit, and I concvive it to
be absolutely impossible that in a silo virtually air-tight any
daniage can arise fromi ever heating. I am far more afraid of
getting 1oo little heat than too much.

It will often happen that a month lias elapsed between the
commencement and co:npletion of the filling of a silo ; during
this time no covering will b necessary, and it is easy Io fill
up the shrinkage of scveral silos at odd times to suit the con-
venience of hlie other work of the farm. Layers of different
crops may be put into the saute silo without any division
between then.

When it is desired to begin another silo after a first bas
been partially filled, a simple plan is to throw about a cart-
load of warm fermenting fodder frai the first silo into the
second, then immediately cecver this with fodder mown and
brought direct from the fieh, putting on a small quantity, -
say, not more than two or three feet deep, according to the
nature of the crop, to begin with.

COVERING.

The covers I use are two-inch battens, cut an inch or two
shorter than the width of the silo and laid close together on
the top of the fodder. No covers are put until the filling of
the silo is coiplete, even if the filling extend over a month
The battens nay be entirely dispensed with, but then a little
sand or carth will get among the top layer of ensilage-a
matter of no great consequenea.

WEIGITING.

Very little weighting is necessary ; all that is necessary is
to exclude the air. It will be easily understood that when
green fodder has been exposed for hours and days to a teni-
perature exceeding 1220 degres Fahrenheit, it does not re-
quire much compression to form a compact mass. The
weighting I prefer is a layer of sand or dry earth about a
foot thick thrown on to the covering battens. This acts not
only as weight, but as a practically air twight as well a warm
covering. It should be looked to now and then, and trodden
close to the sides of the silo as the fodder sinks.

TESTING TUBE.

In order to ascertain the temiperature of the contents of the
silo at various depths, I construct a testing tube as follows:-

Gn to one end of a piece of ordinary iron gas piping one
inch internail diameter I weld a steel point, and on to the
other end which is left open) I screw an iron ferrule, to
which are welded two short iron arms 6 to 9 inches long. In
the pointed end (within a foot of the point) I bore a nuinber
of small holes about one-eighth of an inch in daineter. Then
I push a sniall piece of wool down the inside to the pointed
end. When I wih to ascertain the temperature at a parti-
cular deptht, I drive the testing tube that distance into the

lodder. After nllowing the tube to romain for about ten
minutes. I attach a glass thermometer (graduated on the stem
from 32' to 212° Fahrenheit) to a string and drop it down
thle inside of the tube on to the wool at the bottom. In a few
minutes I withdraw it quickly and read the temperature.
The handles or arms on the top of' the tube are a great con-
veience in withdrawing it, for when driven six feet into
compact ensilage it is not easily withdrawn, and will often
require a chain -md lever. For practical men it seems to fle
that an iron rod six feet long would answer every purpose.
When this rod is withdrawn, if the part which has been in
the lower layer is so hot that the hand cannot be borne on it
and the rod becomes gradually cooler towards 'le top, the
fillinmL is progressing satisfaotorily. If the botton is very
hot, then there is a cool layer, and then, near the top, a
warmer layer, the filling has proceeded too rapidly., and it is
we)l to await a day or two before procoding to throw in
more fodder.

Anyone reading these suggestions will probably come to
the conclusion that the production of sweet ensikge is a diffi.
cult and complicated business, but it is not sj in practice.
The condition and qualities of erops vary so much that it is
difficult to give definite instructions; all I can do, is to
endcavour to convey to the ensilor the principles which should
guide him, and further assist him by any hints whieh a short
practice cuables me to give. Anyone attempting to follow
ny ideas, will be certair. of partial if not complete success,
and in no case will useless fodder be produced.

It nay further aid intending ensilors if I give here the
details of the actual filling of my first silo this season with
green rye and trifolium incarnatum
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The filling is not quite completed.
The size of the silo is 12 feet by 12 feet, by 15 feet doep.
From May 21 until the 29th we were busy on other work,

and therelire devoted very httle time to the silos.
Or the 20rlh of May we begin filling a spe .d gilo. and a

third on the 30th of May.
The loads were as mnch as one horse could confortably

draw fron de field on a cart with ladders-say, abouît one
ton each.

I may say in conclusion that I feel confident that in a few
ycars the production of sweet ensilage will not only supersede
that of sour ensilage, but aiso, to a great extent, that of hay,
a change which, in our uncertain climate. nust reliev,. the
British farmer from a large amount of anxiety and loss.

Mark Lane Express.
Chatham, June 6.
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