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At Winchester Fair, on Tuesday last, Mr. J. Bairis sold
1.y auction 101 wcther Jambs from Mr. Guorge Juad's flock
sor £397 105 _ er an average of 785, 94.; alw 101 from Mr,
L King's for £374 11s,, or an average of T4s. 2d., and 100
from Mr I' R Hunt for £333 £« o= an avcrage of GGs. 6d.
£8 iy doubiful if any other breed of checp could execed these
voeults, It was from Mr Judd's flock that in 1882, at the
«ame fair ( Oct, 23 ), 100 lambs were sold for £424 {s. ave-
vage 855, 6d ; and a sceond 100 for £393 165, or just under
£4 each.

This record has never been equalled, though Mr, Joshua East
ip 1884, upproacked it very nearly, makine £398 for his first
100, and £329 for his second. None ¢f the above lots of
fambs ¢xceeded 10 months old.

WHAT IS AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION
MANUAL TRAINING A WASTE OF TIME.
{Editor Country Gentlemant,

The more I see of agricultural schools, and the more I
study the subjcet of agricultural tcuching, the more I am
sonvinced that the teaching of practial farm work at a
tollege or school of agriculture is, and of necessity must be,
a faree and 2 bumbug. A furmer's son gocs to un agrieul-
taral college to pursuc a course of study 1o the principles of
gcientific sgriculture, and to obtain an edueation which will
fit him more intelligently to man ge and plan farm operations.
In nise ca-es out of ten he already knows as much about the
manu-l operations of farm work as any of his instructors, and
the chanees are that be knows much more in this line than
the professor of agriculture  Andyet, in most of these insti-
futions, he must Libour on the farm a certain number of hours
duily in order to learn how to hoe, mow, dig and plough,
bicause the controlling powers are possessed with the 1dea
that farming 1s a handicraft, and must be studied like car-
pentry or blackumithing. Instead of using all the limited
time usually devoted to an agricuitural course in becoming
axpert in the sciences which have a bearing on his profession,
he is compelled tospend half his time in icarniog things he
has already learned better at home, and in which he will pro-
%ab'y never excel—if he equals—any practised farm hand ke
way employ. College catalogues are full of nonsense about
dignifying labour, &e., just as 1f colleges were intended as
iraining schools in mawpual labour, and not as schools for de-
~eloping brain power in agriculture. Methinks the labour of
<f1e brain is just as well worth dignifying as that pf the haads.
ip mechanical pursuits, boss and journeymen must of neces-
=ity be men possessed of manual ckill, since this is the Alpha
:nd Omega of mechanics. But the manual dexterity of the
“irm s easily acquired by the most ignorant labourer with the
~geessary musele, and po college professor can teach him
ietter. A fawiliarity with these farm operations of course is
“esirable, and any intelligent boy can learn it all in a few
"3scons in obscrviog the operations of the workmen on the
sallege farw, which should be so managed 2s always to pre-
ant to the student a model of what good, practical, money-
“azking farming is.

In another light thi. much-praised manual labour idea is

iroog; hard manual labour in the afternoon is a poor pre-
“aration for study at night. A man who has worked faith-
Zally 1 the afternoon is lired, and his braia will sympathize
=yith his body, and he will be in no condition to study in-
wiigently the subjeets for the class room nest day.

Student labour cun never be made economieal or effective,
~gcause of its short duration and because of the fact that the
Joys themseives sce that it is 2 mere farce, and go through it
2 a perfunctory manner, thus losing precious time, which
hould bear better fruit in mental culture,

&

The sooner vur ayricultural sohools realize that compulsory
manual Libour on the part of a student is not only a travesty
of wourk, but is an absulute waste of valuable tiwe. the sooncr
they will enter on 2 higler plane of usefulne-s, and succeed in
-ending out rea} furmers intead of hall-trained smutterers in
-cience and practice.  In any case. long, indcpendent exper-
ience only can ripen the farmer, just as 1t dous the doctor and
the lawyer, aud no school in any of the-e profissions can do
more than prepare a man for studics which his whole life will
be too short to complete entirely,

A Teacher of Agrewculture,

ENSILAGE CORN THINLY FLANTED.
1Eduor Country Gentleman,)

1 was much pleased with J. G.% article. In a recent visit
to a yentleman who wus filling his silv, I remarked that there
were no ears on the cornstalks He said he used the southern
white coru for seed, and the ears, where d:veloped by ac-
cidental thin plantiog, were so large that they were trouble-
some in passing through the cutter. He plunted so chickly
that no curs formed. I have had the same apprechension with
reference to the ears from southern sced. Formerly I planted
very thickly and used southera secd. For the past two years
I practised thin planting to wake ears, but used the common
seed of our neighbourhood for fear of trouble, as suggested
by my friend. T gota good growth of stalks, but not so large
as that grown from southern seed ; but I felt fully compensat-
¢d with the burthen of cars, and if the southern seed should
prove objectionable by reason of the size of the ears, I would
never retura to the practice of thick planting. Hereafter T
shall use the B. & W. sced. From my two years’ experience of
growiog corn for easilage with thin planting, I can cordially
indorse all J. G. says in its favour; the farmer who practiscs
thick sceding is losing a large part of his crop. Last winter
I fed my Jersey bulls and two yc~rold heifers on nothing
but this class of ensilage and a little malt sprouts, and they
wintered io excellent condition. The malt sprouts had,
doubtless, something to do with my success, as Prof. Stewart
says they are excellent to balance corn ensilage in the ration.
[ fiod my cattle eat the ensilage more readily, and clear out
the manger more thoroughly, than when fed ensilage grown
solely for the stuiks. The ears chopped wp by the cutter
preserve as perfictly as the stalks, and the gramn is perfeotly
digested by the cows, careful examination of the droppings
showing no kernels of grain undigested I would like to ask
J. G. whose machine he uses that will drop a grain cvery six
inches, with reasonable accuracy. G. W. Farizr,

Trenton, N, J.

THE INDIAN GAME.
{Edutor Country Gentleman.)

In your issue of November 8th, I note with pleasure & brief
aceount of the Indian Game, furnished by Mr. Stephen
Beaie. AsI was the fitst, or one of the first, American
breeders to import this variety, and as my experience and
observation of the breed do not wholly coincide with that
given by Mr. Beale, I thiok it may be of faterest to your
readers for me to give an account of the fowl as I know it.

I was ficst attracted to the Indian Game by the flattering
notices given of it in a number of Eoglish publications, where
its claim for eminence as a table fowl was endorsed by such
men a8 Mr. W, B. Tegctmeier; F. R. Z, author of one of
the standard works on poultry ; Mr Comyus, editor of * Poul-
try,” and others scarcely less well koowa in pouitry ecircles,
Last Deccmber, I accordingly imported a tria from Mr. J. G,
Mozenthal, the founder, and at that time honorary secretary



