A Case of Deafness Cured
’ .Tennie Smith)

'Harry, dear,'bring mamm ‘that pa.per,
w‘ll you"’ R

) . g d om the window,
: out of _wh.ich he had "been looking, wlth

wistful - €yes, and a.nswered ‘Ma’am”' i
Mrs erght repeated ‘her request ‘

‘Ma am"’ """

‘In" a louder and more emphatic tone the :

'mother said I asked you to bring me that
~ paper. that is mear yow’ . .
'Oh" a.nd the lit;tle rellow oheerfully ‘com-

~plied
‘Are we going out soon mamma"’ he in-
»qulred ‘ - T

7 "Yes; when I ﬁmsh your jacket.’
‘Ma’'am?, =
.. Mrs. Wright amswered aga,in, this time
ilr.pa.tlently. ol
i 0) FA
“Then- Harry returned to his position by
the window. :
. Mr, - Wright who' was sltting near his
‘wife,’ looked up- from, the morning newspa-
per, and remarked, ‘Stella, I really believe
that boy is:getting deaf.’

‘I do, too.. In fact, he seems to grow more

‘

80 - every day.
'Then he must be attended o at once.

Suppose while you. are out this mor_nmg you -

just-stop in Dr. Reynolds’s with him." .-

‘That would be a good idea, and I am go- -

ing that way.’
Thus it happened that an hour later found
Mrs! Wright and Ha.n'y in Dr. Reynoldss

,oﬁ ce. 'I‘he good 0ld man looked curlously ]

at the rosy-uheeked bnght-eyed boy, and
" §a1d, "It “‘can’f be possible that there's a'ny-
thing the.matter.. with. ‘this.. httle fellow '

= *Not=as: *rega.rds ~his vhealth,: :Doctor;~ but

" he’s getting yery. deaf. .I have to speak to._

him two or three times before he hears me.
His tw.cher complains of. it, too.- He never
" seems to hear what she says.’ -
‘ That’s serious.. Are you. compelled to
"gpeak in a ‘very loud tone? -
Tl let you see for yourself' Sald Mrs
erght Then turning to Harry, who was

engroesed in a study of some Dpictures on -
the -wall and was apparently paying no at-

tention. to this conversation, she asked, ‘Do
you* like those pletures dear?’

‘Ma'am?’

" The question was repeated, with the same
rasult.
~ Then Mrs. erght asked in a decidedly
loud tone, ‘Do -you like those pictures?’ and
Harry replied, ‘Yes, ma'am; they're. very
" pretty.’ )
“When the mother loohed again at Dr

Reynolds she was surprised"to see an ex-
pression of doubt on his countenance.

‘Don’t you think he is very deaf, doctor?
she 1nqu1red

‘I have yet to discover that fact, Mrs‘

. 'Wright.’

Taking a child’s photograph rrom the.

mantel he showed it to Harry, and said, in
an ordinary tone, ‘Thls is a plcture of my
little girl’
‘Sir?’ ,
" “You heard what 1 said’ "the doctor
quietly remarked.
“Yes; and have’ you. got any pictures ot
your little boys?’
) ‘No, but you run over by the wmdow and
look out. Perhaps you wlll see them play
ing on the street' - ' R
‘Sir? R
‘Do as I-tell you ) .
.Harry instantly obeyed
‘Now, -Mrs. Wright,’ ' said the old man,

turning: with a smile to the astonished mo..

ther, ‘you see his deafness is merely inat-

THE ' MESSENGER.

‘No madam there is a third which I
should advise all-to- ta.ke answered a young
man .who had not yet _Spoken.. - ‘The high
path to the righ't is ‘perfectly safe, and, when
~you have got over. a little uneven, ground at
starting, extremely pleasant The youngest
) child may pass that way in safety.’

' ‘sneered the young .man who spoke
ﬁrst ¢ 1t is only fit for children and.old wo-
men. No _man of the least pluclc would take

tention a.nd a habit he has contracted of

.saying. "Ma’am" or {'Sir” every; .time. he is ..
" gpoken- to. - And: you have., helped him along -

by© falling into ‘the. habit- of repeating your
questions - Just: ‘speak to:him ' once . and’
make him understa.nd‘ that once . mu.st sut-
ﬂce" .. o . s -

‘I 'see I was mxstaken, a.nd‘ yet I have an
idea that he wouldn’t hear me as readlly as
he: did you' - :

‘Speak to him now an.d ﬁnd out.’

Calling Harry to her, Mrs. ‘Wright told

him to ‘get ' his hat.: She spoke.in a lower

tone than she generally used and was an-

swered with the usual ‘Ma’am‘?’ S,

" 'Warned by the: doctors glance, she Te-
frained from repeating her command.
“‘Oh! are we going now? the child -asked,
" after a slight pause. T

"I see you are thoroughly con.vmced sa.id
the doctor, as Mrs. Wright aroseo go, ‘and
it remains .for: you to break yourself and
him of these' babits you have formed. 1
assure - you tha.t many a case .of dea.fness
could be cured in this way. .Not only chil-
dren, but grown - people, constantly cause
unnecessary repetition of remarks or ques-
tions. The habit is more common than
you would imagine.’. I advise you to inform
Harry’s teacher of this mistake, and- she

will no - doubt aid you in’ breaking him of

“the habit. It will save you both consider-
able annoyance, and benefit the child, too.’
Of course, Mrs. Wright:acted on the doc-
tor's suggestion, -and now Harry replies
when he is” spoken to the first time —‘Advo-
cate and Guardian ’ :

Cew -

The Three Paths. E

———

" A DAY DREAM o

I 'thou,ghts I"'was one of a large party of

tounsts journeying ‘to some far-off re"ion
We were ha.lting at an hotel and’ arranging
together for our Journe'y on the morrow.
There seemed to be” th.ree dlﬂferent ways of

’ reaehing our destination, and we were dis-

cussmg which would. prove most pleasant
sat'e, and expeditious. -

. An elderly gentleman spoke first.
~ “No one here, I suppose, would think of
‘taking the lower.path to the left?

“Why not? said a young man. ‘It looks
pleasant enought, and seems easy walking.’
My dear fellow,’ said the old gentleman,
‘you would soon find the walking a great
deal too easy, in fact. You slide nearly all
the way, and the ravines and fearful preci-
pices are said to be appalling- No one who

values his neck would venture far on that .

road; Vbes1des which, you would meet none

but low, vulgar travellers. All’sensible peo-.

ple, which, of course, includes the present
company’—here the old gentleman smiled
and bowed—will, I am sure, choose the mid-
dle path, with its easy footway, clear air,
and most charming views. I think .we are
all agreed on that point?’

Then a tumd-looklng lady mildly suggest-
ed, ‘I think I have been told that this mid-
dle path is not free from dangers, and that
“travellers have sometimes lost their way and
fallen into those terrible ravines you spoke
of before. Is it so?

““My dear lady, said the old gentleman smil-
ing cheerily, ‘that is only.a’ scare for the
weak-mmded and t1m1d with littleé or no
foundation, I assure you. -Year, after: year
- thousands pass that way quite safely if they
are fairly careful, and keep their wits about

" them. NoOw and then an unwary one has an

awkward tumble,” but .if . you' keep  well- to

. the middle.of the pa.th you are sa.fe ‘ag-in |
_ church.” - .

+ ‘Lre these 'the only. paths” still a.sked the
lady anxiously..

‘Dxcuse me,’. returned the: other ' ‘1 have
traversed that path often, and I do not con-
sider myself devoid of the quality you men-
_tion—but I thmk sir,’ turning to the elderly
speaker, ‘you are hardly aware of the ‘dan-

gers of the middle path. ,The scenery is cer-
tamly lovely, and the air, as you say, is very. -
fine, and thousands pass tolera.bly safely
along it; but what of the many. who tempted
by the flowers and ferns "rowing at the side;
find the earth gradually crumble under their
feet, and ‘are dashed. from' rock to rock be-
low? ' I speak from -bitter -experience, for
‘my only brother ‘was. one of the many vic-
tims whom I have known’ and loved.’

" There was some little silence at this Then
" the old gentleman spoke again.

‘Of course this is very sad, and a.nyono
"who feels-at all timid about it had better
“take the safe route, but I must still adhere
to my-first notion that the path is safe
enough for careful people. There are many
beautiful little by-paths, tco, which, I a.m -
told -are very inviting-and easy.’. ' Co
. ‘Let me warn you, sir, said the young
man, earnestly, ‘against those pleasant look-
ing by-paths.
to the fearful rfavines which: are the térror
of:-the ‘lower .path,-and anyone : “following
their . deceitful wlndmgs must: lose “either
his. way or his life. I beg of you. all
to-do-as I intend to do——take ‘the ' safe ‘path

- to-the right, and by so doing ensure’a safe
Journey - for: ourselvés and-.set. a. ;good. - ex-
I a.mple to our fellow-tourlsts at: tlhe_ same

T shall certainl'y go your ‘way,;’ ‘said. :
lady, ‘for I have my two little chjldren with .
me, and ‘therefors must run no risks’ .~ .*.. - '

So ‘the party. divided; no oue:started Ior
the dangerous lower road ‘but the elderly
gentleman, with by far the greater number,
teok the middle path, while the lady w1th
her children and a few. ‘young men and ladies' v
~followed their escort to the higher road.. — -~ =

Then, strangely enough, I seemed to see
my travellers arrive at -the.end of- their
journey. Ah! but not all as they get out. Of '
those who chose the middle path some few
had walked warily, and beyond a little dust
and heat were apparently none the worse
for their journey, but all the rest of the
party had suffered more or less, Some, in
spite of the
the by-paths, WY h Tooked so inviting, and
it was feared had’slipped down to the treach-
erous lower path, being quite lost to the view
of their anxious friends, while several were
torn and bléeding by -the briars and thorns, .
and bruised and wearied with frequent stum- -
bles on’ the uneven ground. ~ Among them
was. the old gentleman, his clothes soiled
with the dust and his legs shaking with
fatigue, -but still holding obstinately.to his
old notion that it was the proper path to
Meanwhile: the party from the higher

path came in sight, fresh, bright, and happy

as when they sta.rted the children skipping

along laden with.- ﬁowers, ferns, and wild

fruits, and all loud in_the praise of their

enJoyable journey. Then I.awoke, and pon-

dered the meaning of my dream. .

‘Three paths lie before each of us. Which

are we taking? Few, if any, set out-for the
drunkard’s path—the lowest and worst ; but
bow many, taking the popular middle course
of moderation, drift down the by-paths, and’ :
at Jast find themselves sliding into a drunk- o

ard’s grave, while others escape with weak- .

ened constitutions, impaired intellect, and CH

broken fortunes. But the high path of total
~ abstinence" is safe, right, and pleasant for-

all of us—for those who. are weak and
tempted the only path. But those of us who
are.strong, let us fulfil the:great Apostle’
injunction to ‘bear ' the infirmities of the
weak and not’to pleasé ourselves.’: Let us
Jjoin the ranks-of earnest men. and-women

and the thousands of, little children who,
with faces heavenward ‘are’ thronging  the
- higher, holier path that leads to purity and ]
veace.—T. W. in the ‘Cardiff Abstainer.? o

They one and all lead down .
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ing, had wanderéd down




