: ‘somn fault w:th the prmcher He wus a.

- powerful man, but- he was ‘too ‘hard én. some'
~sins. ‘Here ‘there, was a_wide divers1ty ‘of
' opimon Theé two “brethren 'on- the‘end of .
the- counter kaed at’ each’ other when .the.
brother next the stoye- -said he-did-not he-,’_
. lieve the preacher had any : Scripture - for L
- aym" that & yan who was a.lwa.ys late at

church- ul e
reh. would be too late to get to heaven. locked “up his ‘grocery -and come home for

The spea.ker of course, never was ‘known

- to be early at the -house of God. The-grocer "
" himself did'not ‘believe the: prea,cher was -

.interpreting the Sermon on the Mount right

_ when he said that a_man who measured

out sa.nd for sugar here would get some-

thing beslde heaven mea.sured out to him at .

last. - But they soon turned from the predch-
er-to -the converts ‘If anybody bad told
me that Bill Wlllrams would join our church
‘I would not. have belieyed th
* should tell . me now' that he will be a church
member in six.- months from this time I
would ‘not believe him.’ ' ‘I suppose the Lord
coula convert "such: a lazy fellow as Tom
Phipps, and they do say that he has been
working ever since he was converted, but
" in my opinion he is converted to get the
church to keep him.’ ‘Still, I don’t think so

much- of .that as I do of Sam Stofer, who °

didr’t join' the church for anything except
to get all of us to hire him to do our paint-
inz.’ ‘Who expects such a proverbial old
- swearer as Jonas Overbeck to-quit swear-
ing and behave himself like a churéh mem-
“ber? [ ‘And I don't believe that any of that
whole dozen of young- boys had any idea
what 2 church member ought to be. I
should not be  surprised . if half of .them-

" ‘would livé to disgrace the church and the:
-‘For my part, I think' the preach- -

preacher.’
er was too- careless -about receiving people

_into the church. ~He did not’seem to ‘cars" !
whether they would stick or not if he could *-V

only get them in I don’t believe that very
many of them will be any account in the
church.’ And so they talked till ten o'clock,
when one of them, getting np and yawning,
gave the signal for adjournment, saying, at
the same time, ‘Well, we can only wait and
. see whether they will stick or not.’”

That same evening the gxoeers wife was

getting lonely by lher frreside, when there
came a rap at the door, and scon after that
another and another, and a group of half-a-
dozen women were gathered in her cozy
dining-room, ‘I declare,’ she said to her_
friends, ‘I have not seen you for six weeky
except at church. I have been at church
every night for so long, that I get lonesome
as soon as I sit down at home.’
too,’ replied one, ‘I seem more of a strang-
er at homc than I do at church.” ‘Yes, but
what a big day we had yesterday. Who
would ever have thought that our church
could have fifty members at once ?’ ‘The
guantity is good enough, if you don't say
anything about the quality,” said one mem-
ber of .the -group, with a sarcastic tone.
“That’s so, I don’t know how brether Sam-

son expects all those people to feel at home .

among.us., ‘He ought to know that some of
them: .are -not our kind of pecple. They
can come to church if they want to and wel-
come, but I, for one, can’t notice them any
farther.’ ‘O well, there is one consolation,
it is likely that there will not very many
of them- last' long. After the first excite-

ment ‘is worn off, they will soon guit com- -

ing to church and go back to their old life
again, . It's a pity, too, that something can’t-

be done for such people. X suppose there -
mlght be something like a t1am1ng class:
for- young: Christians instituted; but who -

'Wants ‘to take time and the pains for such a-
thankless task as that.’

SCIEDEVEE

‘If anybody -

"the Church,
" flock of thine.

‘I think so_

'selve , very welcome,
they found Christians intolerant of them and ‘

~‘I- agree with you -

r‘;‘T_HE MEaSENGER-.;'

‘there I suppose some people need religion’_
'-.'iust as’ bad as onybody, but it is too bad to .
try to’mix them all up. thh us-who are, :
I beheve in givmg them a.
chance to stick since they are in the church : ;
but I can’t see that there is any hope for

T especta.ble

them” . . . A

And s0  they: La.]ked tin the grocer ha.d

the night; when they, ‘too, adjourned, hav-

ing talked religion, as they thought, all even-

‘ing, - -As they were " scattering to their
homes, they met the younv members of their
families, chureh members too, who had been
sitting about the fire at the railway station
joking with the agent. - The a,gent said; ‘I
hear that some of the boys on the other
side of town' joined your church.’ ‘Yes,’ they

answered, ‘but we don’t have anything more -

to do with them than we ever had. They
can look out for themselves, and we will
look out for’ ourselves You don’t need to
think that ‘we recognize them just because
they have joined our:church.’ Just then

one of these new converts-dropped into the’

offica for a lit'tle‘husmess and recognized all
the young men who belonged to. the church
in which he was feeling a fresh interest.
He smiled and spoke. They smiled at each
other and silently got up and left the office.
He saw it all, and felt a perceptible chill
on his new, enthusnem that very moment.
Many of these people strolled. past the pas-

tor's residence that night and looked .at the
light in. his study wmdow, little suspectmg a

that he. wa.s tnside vexmg hrmeelf thh the

same thoughte Wluch h'ul been- in ! thezr._
_He thought of all these me¥ . con- . -
They were but chrdren <
Would they, have h

minds,
verts one by one
in this new h

their home. : Then. hc went down on’ hxs
knees and 'mayed ‘0, thou' great ‘Head of
look thou in mercy upon this

that they may" care for “those’ whom thou

“hast sent to be trained for hol,mess and

heaven... Grant that all thy saidts may. walk
beforce these S0 as to set them an example
of how a saint ought to walk. - May they
be filled with Christian. kindness and. court-
ésy so that they may be able to help tlrcrn
in a time of perplexity. ~1f any of these
young converts beécome weak and famt may
those who are older- strengthen them and
bring them a.gain into the right way. - May
this church welecme them to a- church of

‘wavm piety and helpfulness. Axnd thus may
“we guard against all theswiles of the gevil,’

§o that none of theeo ‘who have put’ their
hand to the plough shall look back. We
know how strong the attractions of the, world
wdl ‘he to them. We pray that the ﬁdehty
of {hy people may counteract all those at-
tractions,’ But the converts™ were disap-

bointed in the’ reccpuon which they had

They did not consider them-
It they went wrong,

hoped 1o meet.

uncharitable, After a long time many of

“them had gonme back again into, the world.

The people snid:

I told you-so.” And some of them said:
‘It is.the preacher's fault, he had no busi-
ness taking some of -thosc people into the
¢hurch.’ T doubt not that-+hen -the final
eslimate i8 given the sentence- will read :

‘They were driven out of the chuvch by thc’
unthm itubleuo.»s “of - its i

»i_ndiﬂ’erence -and

receive them as a. family reJmces ettnd chor--:.
ishes the infant which God: has sent into

Put thou wisdom and. affec-
tion in the heart of all th%e they people ‘

members. And how many a- reviva.l has 7 -
had. its r_esults marred m precisely the same g
.WR&Y. i ’_ r{ -

Dayton, Ky. .

A Barbarous Custom.
Though the ‘fa.shlon' of tattooing among

.boys and’ young men ‘has- tortuna.tely gone
-out to a great extent, there are still some

who conszder it fine and. ma.nly 1o ha.ve
themselves - decora.ted with ﬁgures and -em=
Ylems,

ings of travellers. The most savage races-

. have been ‘most given to tattooing, and the.

practice seems- cunously assocla:ted mth
cannibalism, .
. The Fijians were tattooers in therr ba.r-
barous period, but were surpassed - in. this

‘art’” by the New Zealanders who also un-

doubtedly practised cannibalism, Elaborate’
tattooing was among them a mark of hon-

‘or, and chiefs ‘were décorated” after the
fashion illustrated in the accompanying- pic-".
ture, which was. taken from a tatooed head .

in.the Bntish Museum.

Thrs may well be called the logxca.l con-

clusron of ‘tattooing. If it is beautxful or.

desirable to dccora.te any part of the person .

in th1s pamful way, 1t must be - heautxrul
‘to ‘improve’ the face in. the same manner.

Among the l\Ioaris, or New Zealanders, '
there were two classes who were e'tempt )

from this ‘embellishment.’. | One of these -
consxsted of the slaves and the others were

Only women of hlgh rank Werev permrtted

to. ha.ve a scroll embr01de1ed as it “were, on
each side of .the chin.

- The sort of savagery that went with this
custom may be inferred from a startling fact
“in- the early history of the colony:-of New.
Zealand: - The chiefs learned that elaboraté-
Iy tattooed heads brought a priée, from ‘col-
lectors for the British ‘Museum and other
European museums of -anthropology.- Never
until then had Maori:slaves been tattooed;
but now the chiefs had slaves decorated

'\vxth their own lordly designs, in order’

* that they might cut off their heads and sell’
them to -the: Eumpean ‘collectors.—~Youth's
Companion.’ - .

Our Hero. Miséionaries,

‘God is the source of their secret strength,
They trust in Him, and they see at length
That morn is bre'thlng after the night,

- And the harvest-fields are gold and white, '

- While shines- around thom God’s fadeleas :
~ light. . .

. ‘But who shall follow wherc they have led"
Who live and labor and love instead? :
.-Oh, hearts of youth, earth waits for YOu; ¢
Be strong 'md brave, be. firm” angd true,
Faithfully promlec and nobly’ do"
‘I‘ﬂgr m,’ - ‘ .

How completely bmrbarous t.h1s
* practice is may be learned from the writ-



