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© From the Lenden Tablet. ,
YHE CHURCH AND THE UNJ-
~ VERSITY IN FRANCE.
- la France, the University, governed by
4 board of Paniheists, and working
“oughout the whole kingdom by the a-
Bncy of Pantheistic professors, enjoys
Y unwieldy monopoly over the entire fickd
% secular education. No school can be
Spened throughout the length and breadih
France, unsubject to the jurisdiction of
%utheism, or without a license from its
Sthorities, AUl the lay scholars thruugh
%t the kingdom are (in fact) bound to go
&'Wgh the course of studies followed
Wity colleges, inasmuch as no one can be
' Mmitted to practise in law or in medicine
Vithout the disgrace of its Bachelor's de-
“tree. The only exception to thisintoler}
We monoply is 1o be found in the eccle-
Yastical schools. Young mean intended for
priesthood may be educated ia the
,E'i‘copll seminaries. But they do it st
[Mf own risk ; and if it should turn eut
’::".‘h'y bhave mistaken their vocatien.

3

Wuree of study will avail them ®othing
B oither of the other learned professions.
Y must go back like children to the
Smencement of - the University course,
d pay with youars of obecurity and povs
'ty for the conscientiousness which made
W abstain from inflicting dishonor on
Priesthood. ‘ -
WRH s excoption; clogged whb &
in'"m"! condition, and with the exception
Such piivare schoolmasters as receive
Yheir. licenge to teach religion or irreligion
"di‘"imilmely from thePuntheistic board,
the educalidn;‘of,_ Freach: children is_ inthe
bandy of g mperial colleges, in whose
I"“‘ri( is avowed by the advocates of the
Yatem, iofidelity is taught publicly and

| “fenge, Thatthis is not a very satisfactory
Waterm will be-readily admitted by every
%did person who is not either a Deist,
V2 Atheist, or a Pantheist. It is far from
'f'iﬂg satisfaction in Frnce ; nor is the
MUatisaction confined to the ranks of the
éﬁw' and the Catholic. The bishops it is
U8, protest publicly against it; but theis
| *®plaints are endorsed (as we shall see)
Y the organs of French Protestehism,
nd, 0B several occasions, even the hard
| 0r1s of Administrative Ministerialism,
hav, labored (or pretend 1o labor,) to find
L femedy for the abuse. About every
OF year for the lust six years have we
h.‘d“‘e programmes of a ministeial mea-
;\0(' educational reform. In 1637, iu
8‘0- in 1841, such attempts were com-
Mnced with a good deal of parade and
®Atation ; and negotistions were enter-
into with the bishops with the object of
Visiag some scheme of accommodation
%heme of ihis kind was, in effect,
":“'“ vp by. Mgr. Afice, of Paris, with
‘SQ uciion of two other archbishops and
0' b",hop!. and preseated v M. Villemain
® the part of the French clergy.  This
1 e was indeed, deemed by many far
i:“ liberal in itg concessions, and as such
0‘.'(;' publicly denounced by the Bishop
hartres and mapy other ecclesiastics.
! © plan, l"’We.l‘e‘r, proved abotive, and
® Ques ion siill remains to be adjusted,
;
‘E

Prospects in life are blasted. Their

th applagse by the ablest intellscis of

| Betthough the University Colleges are
avowedly oq ‘this irreligiove footing, the
government which, like most governments
nowsa-days, is besotted enough to see in
religion a good instrument of police; and
vething more, must have the sanétion of|
religion fur these establishments. Accord-
ingly, part of the staff of every collegs is
an almoner or chaplain—a siste funetions
ary who is resident at the college—receives
Stato alms (whence, we should imagine,
his name ;) and is employed in what we
should eall in this country a sort of Freach
polish upan the students’ minds—an arti-
ficial external plastering of religion over
the surface of the soul—shile the grain
and substance of it is trained, moulded,
and fashioned by unbelievers. However,
the sacraments are administered to the
scholars by these chaplains. Confession
and communion—aes ofien ss respectability
‘demands—are given them by contract;
‘and so fong s the bishop consents to wink
st the courses of spiritualized sensualism,
which are nickeaamed philosophy, every
thing goes on well and creditably. The
stodents are irained up for dimaation ; and
J’lbo administration has the credit of pat-
ronising religion. Can anythiag de ima.
gined more comfortable on both sides?

‘However, duiing the last two years (s
before) the clergy have exhibited many
inconvenient symptoms of recalcitration.

“}I¥ is true ‘thata short time ago the Arch-

bichop of Paris published a statement of
the case, in which he reproached the more
'warm advocates of religious independence

‘church and the crown were never more
disposed than atthe present moment to
| deal out & large measure of justice to the
:ehnrch. The events of the recent w’eeks
show how innaccurately his grace then
judged the matter.

Severalof the bishops, as we have hint-
ed, recently appeared disposed to withdraw
ihe chaplains from colleges, where irreli-
gion was notoriously taught. One of the
first cases that occurred on this subject
was that of 1he Coadjutor Bishop of Nans
cy. Under the pretext of having preach-
ed an objectionable sermon, the famous
Abbe Lacordaire, the reviver of the illus.
wrious Dominican order in France, was de-
nied access to the chaplain of the college
at Nancy (M. Lemblin,) at least through
the gates of the establishmeat. The Co-
adjutor Bishop (Mgr. Menjaud) took af-
front at this insult, and threatened to withs
draw the chaplain from the college. This
threat was disregarded. At length his
lordship proceeded to put it in execution,
M. Lemblin was directed to take up his
residence with the bishop outside the ‘col-
lege ; to continue his sacerdotal duties pro}
visionally, up to a certnin day: and then,
if the Rector proved obstinate, to cease
his fanctions altogether. The day is yet
future, but the Rector has given no signs
of concession. The Bishop has been to
Paris, and has had several imervign with
the minister, in order to bring about an
amicable adjustment. In this he has had
little success ; nay, his efforts have been
turned into ridicule, and gﬂfbled accounts
of his private and official conversation hav.e
been published by the organs of the Uni-

for their over-zeal, and declared that lhe“ralarm to Catholic families, ‘it is certain
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versity, who. have thereapon jesred and
calumniated bim, and bave wound up their
ribafdry by the stale snd musty cutery of|
—*“Jesit!"” So stands this case, which
is'yet only the beginning of troubles.

A new ‘and well directed asssult upon
the Infidel University was directed by the
hand of tke Cardinal de Bonald, Arch-
bishop of Lyons, iu a letter directed to
the Rector of the Academy there, from
which we published a long extract three
weeks ago. Ia this fetter his Eminence
professes no hostility to the Uaiversity, so
long as it fulfils its preper functions. On
t3e contrary he desires its siability. But
aloog with it be desires also thé-execution
of the 69:h clause of the fandamental law,
which secures to the French citizen liberty
of education a¢ an inalienable right, Lu-
thern education for the Luthersa, Cal-
visistic education for the Calvinist, and
for the Catholic child an entirely Caiholic
education. A philosophy (continues his

Deistical, Theistica), or Protestant, will
not suit bim. . He thus proceeds:

* I do not know whether or not it enters
into the project of the Minister of Public
Instruciion to make any changes this ysar
in the personnel of the Univbrsity colleges
of the diocoss of Lyons. As, however. it
is Ppostible that some such changes way
take phace, I consider it my duty to ads
dress you some frank and temperate res
‘marks o4 the subject.

* .« .7 Ifthe University huve admit~
ted professors whose principles cause

Eminence) which may be Paatheistical, |

n simoser in your colleges as a bitter -
mockery, and I shall not hesitate & mor
ment as to the measures 1o pe adopted ;—
Ltrust that [ shall not be congtrained to
come to extremities 80 paiaful, bui as we
do not know what changes *he_superior
authorities may make in the Un(i,f.”;., o
tablistiments, I beg you, Mr, Mnr, “to
meke known to the Minister of Public In.
struction the part that I intend to take jf
my young Catholic diocesans should be
called on to receive a philosophical teach-
ing in opposition to the symbols of our

faith,—the doctrines of the Catholie
Church.”

‘The letter natsrally caused some alarm
—and a reply to it, in the Joxrnal des De-
dats—it is said, from the pea of the Minise
ter of Public Instruction—was speedily
forthcoming, tq threaten the bishops with
the loss of their salaries if they persever-
ed. But alas! this Ministerial thundee
did not serve to allay the storm.

On the 28:h of October there appeared
another Episcopal letter from his Lordship-
of Chaloss, in which, sfier discribing .the
farce of & mliﬁdui education in the Uai.
vecsity colleges, he thus proceeds to treat
of the remedy : - .
‘ We may do as the Cardinal Archbish-
op of Lyons proposes, we may suppress
the almoner, who js a priest oaly in name;
we may uke away his powers, or so re-
duce them as to prevent his abusing them

10 any bod¥'s injury. " The spiritcal and
religious direction of the pupils msy be
entirely remitied to the Cure of the par-

that there are, as the Bishop of ‘Belley bas
said, numerous véry hoporable exceptions,
The diocess of Lyons has the happiness
of being, at present, pecutiarly favored in
this respect.  We find in its eolleges men
who unite the cultivation of letiers withi
the strict observance of seligious  duties,
Would not this happy state of things be
seriously affected by the arrival of a pros
fessor who would mingle error with in-
struction ? 1 indulge myself with the hope
that it wlll not be so. But, Mr. Rector, as
certain nominations wiay be imposed upoa
you, and as it may happen that a profes-
sor who enjoys the confidence of his pu-
pil's parents may be compelled 1o give
place to a colleague who, with respect to
doztrine, may not merit that confidence in
an equel degree, I think I might, in order
to free myself from responsibility, throw
off all reserve, and show you in advance

the line of conduct which I should pursue
in sucha case.

s e .

Let Catholic students listen
to Caiholic lessons only, and I shall ap-
plaud the inatruction of your schools 3 bat
if a professor, with a mind infected by a
scepyeal or materialise philosophy should
come among you to insiil into your hearis
the poison of his doctrines—if he should
profit by his pasitian to undermine the ans
thority of Revelation, and sap the founda-
tions of the Catholic religion, silence would
not become ejther the ministry by which
I am honored, or (he position I occupy. I
forewarn you, My, Rector, and if the faith
of my Catholic diocesans be not speedily
placed beyond all reach of danget, I shall

from that moment regard the presence of

ish, to whom responsibility and all duty
belung, as the proper pastor of the place.
By this means all will be legal ; the prine
iéipal may contisue, since be Jikes it, and
{po one can prevent him (which is a gieat
“misfortune) 10 profess his Pamhbeism.—
, The Cure, on his side, may do his duty,
ani parents may be informed, fur tha ig
very necessary, that instructed and edy-
~cated in this munner, their children have
litle chance of admission to their first comn
munion at the parish church, For those
of the college of which we have had a.
specimen last year, there is no longer any
.doubs upon the matter. This case, Mr,
editor, is not chimoricul, It is one that
has been witnessed in a distyict that I
know, but which I name nat. Consequents
y nothing can be more wise than the ad-
vice of the Lord Archbishop of Lyons, ia -
whose sentiments and affections 1 eatirely
agree.  We say to the Minister as he hag
said—** It does not please you to be Cathe
‘olic, and does not please us 1o set foot
in your establishments. Wherefore twny,
kinds of teaching in one house? |f yours
ought 0 prevail why do yoa not say so ?
. Why azk us 10 act in your colleges a part
1$hat does not at all become us 2 Tiis o
,render us tidiculous, and it ;g making you '

[s2y clearly enough; We are all hypo-

crites, men who want
are noble titles !

there are exceptio

your money.* These =
Tknow, bowever, that
ns’”*

—_—

A In thireg years, 'in,Enghnd. 361864
marriages took pleee } consequently no
fewee than 723,288 individuals evtered

into wedlock, and of e parties 304,836
could not sigo their nagyes!



