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is attributable. The name of Barbara Heck is first on the list,
with her was her husband, Paul Heck; beside him sat John
Lawrence, his “ hired man;’ and by her side an African servant
called ‘ Betty” Thus Methodism began its ministration among
the poor and lowly, destined within a century to cover with its
agencies a vast continent, and to establish its missions in every
quarter of the globe.”

At the close of this first Methodist sermon ever preached in
Anmerica, Philip Embury organized his congregation into a class,
which he continued to meet from week to week. This little com-
pany continued to increase, and soon grew too large for Philip
Embury’s house. They hired a more commodious room which
was immediately crowded. “No small excitement,” says Dr.
Stevens, “ began quickly to prevail in the city on account of
the meetings.” Philip Embury, toiling all the week for the bread
that perisheth, continued from Sabbath to Sabbath to break unto
the people the bread of life. As in the case of the Great Preacher,
“ the common people heard him gladly.” He was one of them-
selves, and spoke to them of common needs and of a common
Saviour, and their hearts responded warmly to his earnest words.

One day the humble assembly was a good deal startled by the
appearance among them of a military officer with scarlet coat,
epaulettes,and sword. The first impression was that he had come
in the King’s name to prohibit their meetings. They were soon
agreeably undeceived. In the good and brave Captain Webb,
they found a fast friend and a fellow-labourer in the Lord. He
was one of Wesley’s local preachers, who, sent with his regiment
to A merica, found out the New York Methodists and gladly cast
in his lot with them. He soon took his stand at Embury’s
preaching desk “with his sword on it by the side of the open
Bible,” and declared to the people the word of life. The preach-
ing of the soldier-saint roused the whole city, and promoted at
once the social prestige and religious prosperity of the hamble
Church. For the ten years that he continued in America he was
the chief founder of Methodism on the continent, preaching
everywhere among the seaboard towns and villages. “The old
soldier,” said President John Adams, “was one of the most
eloquent men I ever heard.” He had the honour of introducing
Methodism into the Quaker City, where to-day it is so powerful,
as well as of planting it in many of the towns of Pennsylvania,
New Jersey, and Long Island.



