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could be procured for making pemmican that would last for
months. . ~

After the excitement of the chase, there was feasting, revelry
and idléness, and wars with the neighbouring tribes. Camp-life
was then debasing to the intgllect and morals. What has been the
attitude of the other Plain Indians besides the Sioux? The Plain
Crees have been harder to reach in religious matters than the
same people included in forest tribes; these are the Swampy Crees.
The Blackfeet, Bloods and Piegans have had Roman Catholic and
Protestant missionaries for nearly a decade, and still there is not
a single conversion. What are the causes of this? Country,
climate, modes of life and labour, proximity of white population,
missionary sectarianism, and tribal relationship. The Indians
expected physical benefits from religion, and their expectations
were not met. The whiskey trader preceded the missionary, and
the people were debased in mind and morals, while they were fast
going to destruction physically. Disease, immorality, the depar-
ture of the buffalo, and conseduent change of labour from hunters
to agriculturists; the opposition of the medicine-men, the influ-
ence of tribal relationship, by means of which a leading chief
can control the confederacy in favour of the native religion, are
some of the influences that have thus far hindered the progress
of Christianity among the people. Bui the day is coming when
they shall follow the other tribes in accepting the truth, and
become disciples of the Master of Life.

The Inland River Indians are the lowest in the scale of
civilization, that is, in comparing the tribes in their native
state, before the influences of the white population have reached
them. The Chinook Indians, a tribe of the Flathead confederacy,
may be regarded as representative of this class. A distinction
must be made in this classification on the secale of civilization
between the Chinooks whom I include under coast tribes, and
those of the inland rivers. It is not an ethnological division, but
nevertheless, in the study of the Indians, is an important one.
The Chinook Indians on the Columbia may be regarded as the
most uncouth and lazy, in their native state, of all the Indian
* tribes, if we except the Digger Indians of California.

The country in which these people lived, when Paul Kane
visited them, was almost destitute of furs. Fish were easily
caught; and although they were expert in the management of
their boats,and could ride safely over the boisterous waves, their
mode of labour induced laziness, and exerted a stunting influence
upon their intellects. They were deficient in decorative ability,
" and showed little taste in the arrangement of their dress, or in




