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Mr. Mitchell of Pembroke endorsed Mr.
Read's sentiments in, regard to the Minîster
O(Edu.cation. Hesaidthey did flot a:pproach
the question froni a political' stand-poitit,
nor in the interest.of the booksellers'atone
but in the interests oft. ùhe codntry at large.
!le spQke ut sonie len£th, and addticéd
facts and statistics in support of his posi-
tion.

Mr. W. C. Camipbell, said he wi§hed to
call the attention of the. Minister of Educa-
tion to the fact t'hat'thei Act Of 1874.. was
intended-as'tbe mernbers of the Govern-
ment had then expressed it-"l to give
booksellers an opportunity of compjeting
with -the Departrnent and to showý% they
could do ini opposition to it." That Act
had been accepted _by the booksellers as a
boon ; f.hey had thôught that under such a
measure ' they wiould b e enabled to enter in-
te a fair comrpétition with the Departrnent.
eut just as soon as they ha< began to carry
out such a coinpetition certain restrictions
hid been plâced upon thern. The old cat-

aoewhich had been used four years in
ithe Depository ai t'le r ate of twvgnty cents
on ih.e shilling sterling, was at once chang-
ed for one at the rate of nineteen cents on
the shilling. W-hen thre Depository found,
however, that the bookseilers were suppiy-
mg~ sorne schools with, books the iate wvas
reduced on the 12th Of February, 1876, to
eighteen cents on the shilling, so, tbat if the
Depository had been suppi) ing books at
cost for twenty years at twenty cents on the
shilling they were no w selli'ng at'a discount
of ten per cent. Tbey mnust either have
been making a profit at the oic! rate or they
were sellhng at a loss now. When it was
intended that booksellers shouid supply
prize books, &c., a catalogue was present-
cd to them as one that ivas authorized. In
going over that catalogue he found that
there ivas flot a shîgle book on the whole
list issued since 11868. Thre bookseliers of
Canada were not. so far hehind.the tumes as
to keep their shelves loaded with such oIc!
stock, and. they were not allowed to supply
the nàew books to schools or Mechanics'
Institutes. He had gone very carefilly
over tire, cat.alogue, and ho found that there
wmr, out of the two thousand books on thre

Iit.iehundred which were now ont of
print. It lrad frequently been said that tire
hodkselling lu couftectiôn wlth tlre Educa-
tioniaf! De itory ' a M.erd.1 on witbPIIt

expense to the county. Ile bcgged to cal
thre attention of the Minister oU Educatiort
to*afe%% figures which he thouglit %w9UIri.
show tih_- incorrcctness of that statdimemnx
The salaries of tire officers of the D--posi-
tory for 1874 Were $4,855 ; contingenciýes,.
$3,587 ; or a total Of $S,442- In tlhose*
contingencies nothing wvas alloved for sev-
eral itènrs which booksellers had to pay-
sucir as interest on capital, taxes, rent- a.nc
nothing for a share of tire executive officems'
salariés, who bac! to do a great'deal à0f'àr
respondence in'connection with the 1~o
sitory. -taking, then, thre intere5t at seveii
per cent. on $40,000, wvliich would be $.
8Soo ; rent and taxes,' $i,ooo ; and a por-
tion Athre salaries of Departnrental o.ices
at $i,ooo ; they îvould have a total of $i 3,-
442 as the expenses of last yeàr's businêsr»
$So,ooo. Tis would bc twenty-forper_
cent, on the anrount of business donc. If
the businesL, -f any ordinary bookseler vwas
carried on that rate it would be rutinýedà
tweive rnonths;: ten per cent ivas the usuial
estirnate. The intirnate relations betweeua
booksellers and publishiers enabled theni to.
know pretty iveli the rates at wlhich the De-
pasitory obtained their bools, and taking
the rate of 18 cents on the shilling the-
would oniy be shown a profit of $5,8_çî- in
thre year. Thoy thexefore argned that hy-
abolishing tire Depository altogether the
country would save about $ 5,800 per year,
and besides that thre work wonld b;e better-
performed.

Mr. Crooks thanked the gentlemen~ wh.o,
had spoken for their kind words witb. regard1
to hiniself, saying that he felt the respo.rsi-
bilities of tire office to which hie had b.een
appointed, but wouid endeavor to dischargçý
îts duties in a maniner that wouid do jusie
to Our educational systemn. He referr d"'
thre reasons which had led hini to. belieye
that the tirne bac! corne when tire people~ of
the Province should exerci 'se'a m'*ore direct
control over their central educationel1 bod y
then they had enjoyed in thbe past. It 3ký
flot from any fault in the past niapage çp.tL
of the Dep;irtment, bt as tire naturat cou-
sequence of tire great p~esso our eu
cational systeni during tire fast thia;ty yea.
that iré had believed such a change advs-
able. They ha*d fot asstimed to intrc tice
a change, but were sinrply givi.ng pyqpeý."-
tion tô iliat which had be built*up, luyDr.
RýYerson.- re.pç.d t14p 0ar
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