Semper idem—Semper fidelis.
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A Journal devoted to the nterests of Freema-
sonry, is published monthly, by Bro. Hill, at
his Book Store,

No. 2 Place d’Armes, Montreal.
It contais the mostinteresting new relative

to the craft, report of the Grand Lodges, &2y,

while the original articles coming as they o
from the pens of Brothers of known abiliy,

' ple, shall feel amply satisfied if I succeed in plac-| 2 vus ot his immortal spirit, wnto the di and mus-
: ing before you only a few features of this noble | tertous abyss of past etermty, when ihe globe
“antd time honoured institution. Although specu- | upon which he treads was a thin ar.d impalpable
' lative masonry ‘is in a more flourishing conditton | other, spread through the regions ot suriounding
. at the present time, both on this contiuent awd su | space, when tne sun, and ait his attendant worlds,
 meny countries of the old world; and although | wre as the almost invisible nebulx of the milky

the fullest information concerning it is easily ac- way ; when chaos existe d and darkness brooded

. cessible to all who will seek it, yeta large po:-
| tion of mankind are ignorant of 1ls nature, mis-
coceive 1is aims, and remain blind to 1s happy
eflects upon the human race.
If T were addressing craftsmen alone, there aie
many things of & purely esaleric nature, to which
, their attention this day might be fitly uud pro- |

over the unformed matter out of which iue deity
would call into being, the symmetry and beauty
of the umverse. ‘ But he spake tbe word, and
order rose out of disorder, harmony and provortien,
aul uf discurd au !l a shapeless mass ; the founda-
tions of the world were luid; the arch of heaven
nung with its glittening constellations, the waters

as Masonic writers, will, we trust, be found | fitably directed, but I shail on the present occa-; were iolledulo & heap, day was diuded fiom

both interesting and instructive.  Ali com-
munications on Masonic subjects, jurispra-
Jdence, exchanges, &c., mast be address tu
Dr. Cunynghame, Editor of the Canadian
Freemason, and on all other matters connected
with the journal to the pubhsher.

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION :
$1.00 per annum if paid in advanoce, $1.50 it
paid three months after thetime of subscribing.

LECTURE

Delivered before the members of the Masonic
Onler and the Pubiic, in the Town Hall, Wood-
stock, on the occasion of the celebration of St.
John's day, (25th June, 1860), by Br. H. N.
Courllnnd[, of Qtterville, and published in con-
formity with the wishes of the meeting and the
Lodges.

Worshipful Sir, Ladies and Gentlemen, and Res-
pecled Brethren :—

[t devolves upon mc to address you to days
upaon a topic vast in its pro portions asthe universe
of God, glorious in its aims that language cannot
adequately picturc it, and in its results, beauuful
wnd grand. It ans for its basis the words and
principles of Eternal Trotb, benevolence and love,
and alr the works of the Deity for its iliustra-
ton. Need 1 telt you, that that topic 15 Freema-
sonry 7

Masonry betng thus vast, thos grand and thus
beautiful, 11 would be impossibls within the com-
pass of an address for the most gifted intellect and
the most cloquent tongue, to exhibit, what vol-
umes have been wrilten to image to the tworld,
and J, being a mere neophyte in the great Tem-

sicn, endeavour very Uriefly to trace the lustory
l of this beautiful science, notice its genius and
, effects, and reply to some of the aspersions with
i which oer Institution has Leen assatied,

. The principles of Masonry are coeval with the
! ereation, for the Sovereign Architect himself,
upon those principles, organized the boundless
firmament and constructed those wonderful syss
tems of surs and worlds which beautify the expanse
of heaven’s concave By Mis Command. that
noblest of sciences, Geometry, the corner stone
and foundation of operaive masonsy, adjusted |
those vast heavens whore mn'iane intnicate yet
simple, exhibit to us the | rfection of sublimity,
and whose nice depend: ies and barmonious
relations astonish and deli. .t *he cultivated mingd.
The same wondrous scier "¢ w s commanded to
raise and adorn the earth, and fit it for the habi-
tation of one, who yras to be created in the image
of is maker. Our common parent, v0 doubt,
had the various sciences, but especially geometry,
engraven upon his heart by the Great Grand
Master.. No doubt, be also taught his sons this
science, and its application to the arts and crafts
suitable to those rude and early times ; for we are
told that Cain built a city wbich he named after
his first bornson.  Otber arts were also improved,

mgnt, all living creatures that float i air, or
swimn the waters, rejoiced in their fresh ex-
istence.” Every part of creation Legan o obey
a geueral law, and o peform ils appiopriate
functions = the system of the universe. And the
Great Arcatect and Geometrician sand, ‘ Let
light be, and Jight was.”” Thus the essence of the
Deity pervaded the whole of s mighty work-
manship, the signet of divine wisdom, was im-
pressed upon every part of luis handiwork. The
vast and almost incomphrehensible changes which
our planet has undergone ; the successive creations
and destructions of ammal and vegetahle life;
the mighty upheavings of thenteitor oi the world,
bringing to 1ts surface exhaustless riches, upon
which masonic skill could be exerted ; causing the
monotonous plamn, desert and dreary, to present
an ever changing variety of beauty, and subliam-
ty, In the mountain chain and valley, the gentle
mii and dale, the glen and glade, the fast flowing
rver, ferihzing contnents, and the lLitile nli
trickiing amudst the moss. The giganue Dino-
therium the swiftly dmtigg plesiosaurus, snd the
curiously formed Pterodactyl, the enamelled
plated cephalaspis, the stately dinornis, the gigantic
tree foins, beautcous shrubs and colossal trees;
ves, the whole Fauna and Flora of Cieation’s

such s working in metal, the construeticn of
masical instruments, and the craft of tent-making.
Seth also, who delighted in astronomical research
no doubt, taught geometry and masanry to his
offspring. Maoy useful discoveries were made in]
that early day by its priuciples, some of which
are set forth in the writings of the great Jewish
historian, and the Nilolic valley the banks of the
Tigris and Euphrates, the plains of India, and
the dense jungles of Burmab, have in these latter
days, furnished the most convincing testimony, of
the comparative perfection of masonry of the
remote ages of aantiquty. The cunous and
thoughtul craftsman, may go back,. upen the pi~y

) relses.

mormng, exhibited creation’s Architect in bold
When he therefore called man 10 stand
forth from tac dust of the ground, and breathed
into him a rsasonable soul, an undying spinit, one
of the first and noblest exercises ot the faculties
thus given to lim, was to consider the wonders
by which he was sutrounded, to trace the witdom
and power of the Deity through the mazes of
nature’s secrets, to conform himself to the wisdom
of the Most High, whose glorious attnibutes he
acknowledged with reverence, with gratitude and
love.

Wiih the dawn of cieation thep, begat the work
of the masen. To understand the measures of



