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OANADIAN AND AMERIÔAN
TEMPLAR'ism.

Afitor of Tnu. OÂNAii"N GnAFrsMA2N.

DzAz Sm & Bno.-In your issue of
Taa Ci~usmAN' for the month of
August, wherein you give publicity to
mny ]ast Templar Allocution-intend-
ed as a brie! hiistory and sýynopsis of
the modern Templar degrees iu the
British Empire -my attention was
dtrawn te, an article asking, me clto
show the embodiment of the military
aspects in the Masonie Templar de-
grees." The an8wer to this is simp]y
whiat I stated in the Allocution,-
that Ilthe degrees are not, and neyer
were, intended to represent a military
body." The adaptation of ',he United
Chivalrie Orders te Free Masonry is
entirely confined to their ]Religions
and Mforal teachinge. The military
element of the Aucient Orders was
-neyer attempted to be shown in the
modaer degrees, practiccd in alliance
-with 1<'Free ana Accepted Miasonry.",
It bas ouly been introdnced ana in-
Éistea upon of late years, in the syB-
tem adopted by our brothers of the
Tjnited States of America, to repre-
B3ent in a dramatio form. the out-door
equipmeuts and military dispiay in
imitation of the Oruisadiers, ail the
degrees connectedl with their Ma-
zonic system, they consider as being
derived from modemn Speculative Ma-
sonry, haýving no reference to the'
ancient OLristian bnilder&

The Military History of thue (Ihival-
rie ~mpIrs wMi be fon ini the

:Engih çfition of &-The Order," lby
Àddlizen; Bk4tbt '! - John, -of
Jerualem or Malta in thIntereÈstIngl'

work of *Generàl.Porter, éf th&~ Royal?
Engineers.

Maàsonie, ont-door military dlisfflay,.
puiblie demonstrations and processi*ons-
are looked upon in the British Dom-
inions as inconsistent with the princi-
pies and unobtrusive character of~
Free Masonry, and have neyer been
generally -patronized.

I altogyether disagrTee with the sug-
gestion in another article of the samer
number of THiE CR..&Frs3uN,-" to take-
into consideration the evolutionary
status of Templary in theUnited States
of America,-that the Christian basis
of our system. be so broadened as to
include Nqnitarians and public mii.
tary manifestations, in imitation of-
the crusaders.-

The Templary of the U. S. A. fiai
been made, and is at present, a part
of Speculative Masonry-of the uni-
versai creed: i.e. the system with
Capitular Masonry, bas been in one.
sense united, and is governed by t'ho
saine fîndamental Principles, which
do not apply to the Templar degrees;
of the Blitish Empire. Ana sure]y
no one who bas passed through the
ceremonial, ana for a moment seri-
ously considered the sacred teachin<'s
of the c«United Orders " in Canada,;
can think or wish to aopt suob a
compromise as to eliminate the Chria-
tian Trinitarian test of the Ancient
Order. There are not, two kinds of
Ghristianity, although it bas been at-
temptea to show that such is the
case. The one is the old. ana. pure, the
other the newto suit the usages of
the worlcl.and.the wishes of mankind.

Those <janadian members -whoB
admireanad are aiixious to change the
Teùipl à sýsém for. 'o » o n Âmerica4
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principles ad ber sever ail con--


