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be color.starved, whon even advertising cards of exquisite wor'i-
manship are scattered broadoust as the leaves of the forest. Mon
and wonmen of genius have long felt the need of rovealinîg to chil-
dron the beauties of literature and art. Many years ago, Charles
Lamb and his sister wrote the charmuing " Tales frot Shakespeare,"
and to this day hundreds of youig.cyes open vide wvith wonder asi
the great magician's plays are su beautifully told to themî in the
quaint words of the gentle Elia. What caui bu a richer treait thau
ta listen ta somte good mother as sâe reads the old Greek my ths, as
told in the " Wonder Book " with Hawthorne's exqluisite laiguage?
And so with other authors and thoir works. Longfellow and lis
" Evangeliie," Whittier and hais " Snow Boiud," Lewis Carroll
and the adventures of his sweet, little Alice in " Wonderland,"
Charles Dickens and lis touching pictures -if chiid life, Miss Yonge
and lier chariing histories-thîee, and imany mure, are full of en-
tertaiinment and instruction for little peuple. Xay, nore, al] such
literature serves tu cducatc the finer feelings, de% el-p tie power uf
observation, and quickei the mîuil to all that is triue ;and beautifuîl.

A great deal of this literature inust ho tkaserel fiîr in-ru imature
years, and ye much nore o.f it uiglt easily be brouiglt within the

grasp of children hy intelligent parents. 'Tiinsk of the cointrast bu-
tween the arstie skill and workmanuislip expended uupoli juileniilc
literature to-day and thaut of scarcely twenty years ago :' Compare
the picture books (if this Christias illusatrated i Walter Craie,
Kate Greenaway, Rosina Ennmnett, and a dozeni other artists wvith
the ugly daubs of colors which were the best, oily a few yeurs agoi.
Thore is almost a liberal education in thie study tif this year's vol-
unies of our two leading juvenile agazine.

It is not otierwise in art and nuisic. <>un evcry side tiere is
every opportunity, at a triiiig expense, to culucate the taste if
children to all that i% good and beautiful. With the suin as a helip-
or, the works of the world's great artists aire reprodced ait a nomi-
nal sum. It is not enîougl that our youînig folks sec all these tlings
fromt the street, in the shop or art gallery, hut the best of literatuire,
art, and music should be simipitied and given to then daily as a
matter of course. The chelap photograph t r lieliotype priit, iunîîg
up in the child's bed-roomîî. shouild suggest stories to be told and re-
told. Every fanous picture, statue, or other work of art, wiietier
seen in the original or in copy, has in itself a story as fascinating as
the "Sleeping Beauty, " or the melodies oif "Mother Goose " lier-
self, if the wise parent will oiily tirow the saine glamnour tver then
as ho docs over the old-timie fairy tales. Every statue, every pic-
t'rc, and evcry fact, or legend of literar-y or historical interest, in
and around one's own towin, should be as familiar tu every child as
his own playthings. All these things miust be sinplified, and the
stories made as interesting as Une of Aundersen's fairy tales. And
thon, again, the eyes of little people should he trained t< appreciate
the beauties of color. Its combinations should aliways be chosen
with care, even in chcap adornments or wall-paper. In these and
many other ways, little faces arc ligited up with pleasure, aid a
new .est given to their lives by means within the reach-of all.

Only a few more yeSar and our children will become the mn and
women of the next generation. Ifas a people, we arc to livo up to
the principles of truc iesthcticism, our younger gcncrat1on must bc
trained to appreciate, as it grows, mentally and physicalIy, all the
beauties of form, color, and sound. The imaterial is all around us.
It only romains for us to utilize it.-National Jimriial.

The true Têst of primary instruction is skill in m teachinig dot every
child looks at dhe facs of tie thought, and noit at itst clothing; studies the
idea, and not its words. The immediate nusults appear the aue; but cite
is a worthless sham, the other is eternal truth. Give less thought to what,
you teach, than how to teach it; less to rhatthe child kuows, than how she
knnwc it.-Prinarj Tea-her.

ENGLISH IN SCHOOLS.*

Why should Engili Literature bu taught in our schools ? and,
Whliat is the best uay of teaching it ? Theso lre lie questions
which I pripose to diseuss.

As preliiiiiinary to suchà discussion, it will, 1 think, bu rigltly in
place to considur, brmiely, n at our peuple are aiming to propare
their children for, andi what .àrt of an education it is the proper
lusiess of the school to gt o , that is to say, what fori of miid

and character, and % hat di..psition of the faculties, it is meant tO
iuipress. .

Now I take it that a %ast majurity of the pupils in our schools
aire not to pass theit life as students or as authors. Thoir main
businîess in this vorld as to gin an honcest living for thenselves and
for those deiendent on themi. And no plai of education is just
that leaves this prime consideration lchind, in quest of any alleged
hiiglier aimis . for t hure rcally are nu higher aims ; aud all pretence
oif sulh is a delusion aud a snare. Soune men, it is truc, do more
than gain ain ionest lving buit this is the bc4 thiii tat any man
does , as, ton the tiher haid, sîhining intellectually is the poorest
thing that any mnuit doies, .,r enin possibly learn to do. Thon, tuo,
molust tif the pupoils in our schooils, niinety.nine hundrcdths of thons
ait the least, arc toi get their living hy hand-work, not by head-
work ; and what they necil :s, to bave their heads so arned and
furnished as t4 guard their iand.work against error and luss, and
to guide it to the imost productive ieas anud ucthods. And, for

gaining an honest li iiiig hy liani.wîo.k, the largest and best part of
ticir cluîcatiin is mot to be had in schiool ; it muet be got some-
where else, or not at aIl. The right place, the only right place, for
learniiig the trade (of a fariner or a iiechanic is on the farm or in
the shup. For instance, Mr. Edward Burnett's " DerfootFarn,"
in Southhborough, Massachusetts, is, I undertakc to say, a botter
school for lcarning agriculture tiai any " agriculturd college" is
likcly tu be. Tllera e in practicable, nay. no possible way of ac-
quirng the use of tools but by actually haidling them, and work-
ing with themî. And this rule holds cqually truc in all the walks of
life-lholds as truc tif the lawyer, the physician, the merchant, as
of the shocnaker, the bricklayer, the uachinist, the blacksmith.

On this point, our people gencrally, at. least a very large portion
of thei, have their notions all wrong side up : their ideas and ex-
pectations in the mîatter are literally preposterous. How the thing
caime to be soit were bootless to inquire; but soit clearly is. Parents,
with us, are mîîaniîifestly supposing that it is the business of the
schuol to give their ciildr#n all the education needful for gaining
ain iniiiert living ; that thei. boys and girls ought to cone from tho
sciootl-ccacher's hands fully armed and equipped for engaging, in-
telligently and successfully, La all sorts of work, whether of head
or of hand. And they are evcamnure complaining and finding fault
becatuse this is not donc ; that their children, after all, have only
fearnt how to use books, if indeed they have learnt that, and know
no more how tu use tools, arc io botter fitted to make or procure
food and clothes, than if they had spont so much tine in stark idle-
.aess or in sleep. Bnt the fault is in thonselves, not in the school;
their expectations on this head being altogether unreasonable, and
Nuch as the school cannot possibly answer. That, say what you

please, is the plain English of the matter ; and it may as well be
spoken.

I repeat that, with very few exceptions, amd those mostly applic-
able to girls, the most arid the best that the school can do, or can
reasonably be expected to do, is to educate the mind and the
heart; as for the education of thoir children's hands, parents mnust,

*By H. N. icrieor, LL.D., authort Harrnt shafespvr, shakrspenrW'a tiÀr. Art,
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