
THE CAN ADIAN AGRICULTURIST.

L'Orignail , April 13, 1854.
DEAR Sin,- I have great pleasure in enclosin'

for your insertioni in ltle Agriculturist a letteI
receiitly received fron the Rev. Andrew Bell, a
scienltiie and practical toardener, t whom i mei-
tioned Ihe cireunstance of my ulering premiumns
on farins and gardens in our counit-.

This opinion should be adoptel in preference
to mine, as I neither claim praetical nor theoreti-
cal kiiowledi2e; but 1 feli an anxious desire to
advance that branch of domestic ecnonv through-
out the Province, and especially in our own coun-
ty. 1 an, ny dear Sir,

Your most obt. servt.,
C. P. TREADWELL.

Geo. Buckland, Esq.,
&c., &c., &c.,

Toronto.

L'Oiigimal, April 13, 185,.
MY DEAn Tn. TPEADWELI.-WhenI you called

on ne to-day, you menuioiied a propual whichî j
iad beten inade to ofTer preiums for the best
gatdens in Townsiiips or Counties, and w ished
mlle to rive you soie suggetions, in wrIltng, as

to lthe condnions on \Vlncli tiose prizes siould be
avarded. Iiaviiig iiy inind ocenpied anld per-
plexed aboit some otier matelrs, I really cannot
give t le a.1tter 1 liat coisideratuin I cou Id wialh. I
shali try, howe verto tlihro\V out two or tit e lints.

I think the qiamity of land you propose as a
minimum inl order to get a prize-beiniz iearly
half an acie-is eltirely too imluci. Veiy few
fami lies inI the whole contlry, even aimongst the
wealthy, have that amouit enclosed and under
eilîvation as a garden ; and, nio eover, no i'nii!y
could do suich an aiouil of land ltha justice, aud
give il that iiigh culivation, which a girJei re-
quires, except ainong the weaithy, who are able to
keep irolessional gardeners, and if I unîdeîstand
y'u argihi, ltat is lot exactly lthe cla's you wivlsh
Io enîcomîîage and induce to cultivate pudens. I

hllinik that about tie fiith of an acre, tvo square
chains, wouild bc enotgih ; and fuither, I thiiink
this might bc left indelimtîîe. Il might very safely
be inicluded uider the head slorly to bc met-
tioned.

Il 1 mistake Inot, you also spoke of the greater
variely of ciop-aiothcr condition. i scarcely
tiiiiink that wouild aiisver the eid in view. Il
mig!it bU no dificuilt matter o pîioîure suchi a
vat icty of seeud sitand rootIs that a gaiden migit
preseint a inust wondei ful display ii this respect:
a litle of this and a litile (if tiat, to the extent of
a hiindred or more vbrieties, but I ani afraid that
lte confort of a faimîily would be very litile pro-
noîcd tiiereby. The great tIia,g tIhat ouglit Io

be aimted at, ins mny estimation, is, Io encourage
every ftiliy in lthe land to cutivate a garden of
sucà ca:ent as uMay be managed by thems'eres, or
vith as li:le hired lahtiur as possible ierCly for
ltle rougner and moie laboius pe'rations,- a
-useful and asful gaidei, oie lthat w.uild yield
botit profit aid plcasure lo a f.unily, istead of
being a piece of expensive and ieless ostenla-
tion. iTo coiet) up to iny idea of the tinlg, the
gai deu shîould comiaini such kcinds of vegetablest-

in such quantity--in such varicly, and of such
excellence and perfection, and accompanied by
sucht. laste, in the laying out and the ornanentit-
lion of il wiii lowers, as vould not only conitri-
bute to the support of a Janily, but, all tihings
coisidered, vould, ii the estimation of the judges,
as setisible antid discreet men, minister the most
to the health, the comfoit, the enjoymet and the
jdeasure of a famîly, all th year round.

Aniothet ground of awarding lte piize might
be the superior excellence of the garden produce
of whatever kitd-large, heailty, thriving, &c.,

,as idicatiig the bet cultivation, and ivmg
promise uf lthe largest amount of produce for the
teast extent of gromnd.

Other grouids niIght be lte care bestowed on
the garden, the order and neatness in which il
%vas kept, its entire frcedor from weeds &c., &c

And last but not least lthe taste displayed in
iayiing out a garden, arranging lte crops and or-
naienting lite gardei wii floweis. 'l'o bring
le wiole to a polît: I wouId advise leaving out

the extent of the gaiden. That iiiik migit be
safely included among hlie « Al things conîider-
ed" which most still bc left to the discretion of
tIte jdges.

h'lie prize mih go to the garden whieh-I. Con-
laiied sucli kind ofregctables iii suc/ quantity
-and in sucit variety, aid of such excellence as
woild initister the mst tIowards hlie support, he
health, hlie confort, the enijoymint'f aud lite plea-
sure of a family all the y;ear round, and which,
Il. Contained the best crops of their kind, and Ilí.
Showed lthe greatest freedon fron, weeds, the
greatest care and neadness,-and IV. displayed lthe
ratest aimounti of goodr tasie in laying out and

the orniatteltinl g of it wilh lowers.
I holid tliat the cilitivatioi of a puirc, refined,

elevated taste in a farniy circle by the floral de-
coration of iheir garden doue by Ithenselves, and
studied and Vatcied by ithem, is an eleineit and
by no mans the smallest one in tie usefulness
of the ,arden].

Antd iiov having made such suggestions as
occur to te at the moment, in regard to viat
siould constitute lte best garden, to whichi a
prize is to be awarded, I would irake another
surgestion, liat sometlin more is needed, thitan
offerinlg a trihlug prize of~a few dollars for lthe
best gardei, in order to induce a larger nuinber
of lthe peuple to ctîivate such gardenis as vill
conduce subîtuantialIy to the support, iealili,
confort, &c., of tieir fainilies. Their ignorance
and ltheir prejudices Inust be removed in rege.rd
to lte usefultiess of it, anîd hIe time, labour, and
expense ncecssarv. Tiey must bcnstrued n
shtt as to how it"is to be doe, aund donc to lthe
best advantage.

Ofler then a good prize, as large as any litat
have beett ollered for other essays, for a goad
esay on gardeing. I do not mean a more ie-
chanical thing, sucht as is printed on seed papers
and in alinaacs to guide a novice, as 1o the
breadth of drills and lthe times of sowing ; but
a deeper and more philosoiphical thing, siowirg
in what a good garden consists and iov il ni'Y
bc iormed, Ithe extent of il, how il should lie, Ihe
kiid of soil, how Jeep, Iow drained, low eutcl.e


