188

THE CAN ADIAN AGRICULTURIST.

L>Orignal, April 13, 1854,
Dear Sir,— I have great pleasure in enclosing
for your insertion in the Agriculturist a letter
recently veceived from the Rev. Andrew Bell, a
scientific and practical gardener, to whom I men-
tivued the circiumstance of my ollering premiums
on farmsand gardens in our count:-,

This opinion should be adopted in preference
to mine, as I neither claim practical uor theoreti-
cul knowledse; but 1 feel an anxious desire to
advance thai brauch of domestic economy through-
out the Province, and especially in our own contui-
ty. 1L am, my dear Sir,

Your most obt. servt.,
C. P. TREADWELL.
Geo. Buckland, Esq.,
&e., &e.y &e.,
Toronto.

L Original, April 13, 1854.

My Dear Mr. TreapwELL—When you called
on me to-day, you meutoned a proposal which
had been made o offer preminms for the best
gardens in Townships or Counties, and wished
me 0 give you sowme suggestions, in writing, as
10 the conditions on whiclht those prizes should be
awarded.  Having my mind occupied and per-
plexed aboutsome other matters, 1 veally cannot
give the matter that consideration 1 could wish. 1
shall try, however, to throw outtwo or thiee hints.

I thuk the qaartity of land you propose as a
minimum in order to get a prize—being nearly
half an acie—is euirely too much.  Very few
families in the whole country, cven amongst the
wealthy, have that amount cuclosed and uader
cultivation asa garden 3 and, morcover, no fumily
conld do such an amount of Jand that justice, and
give it that high eoltivation, which a garden re-
quires, exceplamong the wealthy, who are able 1o
keep prolessional gardeners, and if I undesstand
you aright, that is not exacily the elass you wish
tv encowage and induce W cultivate cardens. 1
thiuk that about tue fitth of an acre, two square
chaias, would Le enoughy and fuither, 1 think
this might be left indetimte. 1t might very safely
be included under the head shortly 1o be men-
tionad.

11 1 mistake not, you also spoke of the areater
variety of crops—another condition. I scarcely
think that would auswer the cud i view, It
might be no difiicult matter 10 procure such a
vanety of secds and roots that a guden might
present & most wondetful display in this respect :
a little of this and a little of that, to tie extent of
a hundred or mure vasieties, bui I am afvaid that
the comfort of a family would be very little pro-
moted thereby.  The great thiag that ought to
be aimed at, n my esumation, is, 1o encourage
every family in the Jand to cultivate a garden of
such cvient as may be managed by themselres, ov
with as listle hived labowr as - possible werely for
the rvouzner and moie labotivus operations,—a
aseful and tasteful gaiden, one that would yield
both profit aud pleasure 10 a Lanily, instoad of
being a piece of expensive amd ueeless osienia-
tion.” To come up to my idea of the thing, the
garden should contain suck kinds of vegetables—

in such quantity—in such variety, and of such
excellence and peyfection, and accompanied by
such taste, in the laying out and the ornamenta-
tion of 1t with flowers, as would not only contri-
bute 10 the support of a family, but, all things
considered, would, in'the estimation of the judges,
as seusible aud discreet men, mitister the most
to the health, the comfoit, the enjoyment and the
pleasure of a family, all the year ronnd.

Another ground of awarding the prize might
be the superior excellence of the garden produce
of whatever kind—large, healthy, thriving, &e.,
&e., as dicating the best culuvation, and giving
promise of the largest amount of produce for the
least extent of ground.

Other grounds might be the care bestowed on
the garden, the order and neatness in which it
was kept, its entive freedom from weeds &e., &e

And last but not leust the faste displayed in
laying out a garden, arranging the crops and or-
namenting the garden with tlowers. To bring
the whole to a point: I would advise leaving out
the extent of the garden.  That I think miaht be
safely included among the « Al things consider-
ed” which must still be left to the discretion of
the judges.

The prize might go tothe garden which-I. Con-
taived such kind of vegetables in such quantity
—and in such vartety, and of such ewcellence as
would iuister the mest towards the support, the
health, the comiort, the enjoyment aud e plea-
sure of a family all the yeur round, and which,
[I. Contained the best crops of their kind, and {IL,
Showed the greatest freedom from weeds, the
createst care and neatuess,—and 1V, displayed the
ereatest amount of good laste in Jaying out and
the ornamenting of it with flowers,

I hold that the cultivation of a pure, refined,
elevated taste ina famuy circle by the floral de-
coration of their garden done by themselves, and
stwdied and watched by them, is an element and
by no means the smallest one in the usefulness
of the gardeu.

Aud wow having made such suggestions as
ocear to e at tire moment, in regard to what
should constitute the best garden, to which a
prize is to be awarded, I would make ancther
suggestion, that sumething more is needed, than
oflering a trithng prize of a few dollars for the
best garden, inorder to induce 2 larger numbet
of the people to coltivate such gardens as will
conduce substantially to the support, health
comfurt, &c., of their families.  Their ignorance
and their prejudices must be removed in reged
to the usetuluess of it, and the time, labour, and
expense necessary.  Tiiey must be mstructed
shuit as to how it'is to be done, and done to the
best advantage.

Ofler then™a good prize, as large as any that
have been oflered for other essays, for o goud
e~say on gardening.  Ido not mean a mere we-
chanical thing, such as is printcd on seed papers
and in almanacs to guide a novice, as 1o the
breadth of drills and the times of sowing ; but
a deeper and more philosophical thing, showirg
in what a_goud garden consists aud how it m:y
be formed, the extent of it, how it should lie, the
kind of soil, how deep, how draited, how enclos



