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A WINTER LAY.

(TRANSLATED FnOM RRUMMACEL.)

.Ah ! why reposest thon so pale,
So very still in thy white veil;
Those cherisl'd Father-land ?
Where are tie joyous lays of Spring, -
'hie varied hue of Suinier's wing,
Thy glowirg vestient bland ?

Bot half-attired, thon slumberest now,
No flocks to seek thy pattures go,
O'er Vales or moutains steep:
Silent is every warbler's lay,
No imtore the bee luins tlrough the day,
Yet art thou fair in slecp !

On all thy trees. on every bough,
Thousanîds of crystals sparkle now,
Where'er our eyes alight;
Firi on the spotless robe we tread,
Whicl o'er thy heamieouls fora is spread,
With glittering hoar-frost briglit.

Oir Father kind who dwells above,
For thee this garnient pure halh woVe,
Ile watches over thee;
Therefore, in peace, thy slumber take,
Our Fatlier will the wveary vake,

vN strength, new liglt to sec.

Soon to the breath of Springs seft sigh,
Delighted thou again wilt rise,
In wondiroius life so fair.
I feel those sigls breathe o'er the plain,
Dear Nature, then rise up again
W ith Ilour-wreaths in thy hair.

EAltLY RISING.

The winter season, in a Canadian elimate, niay
r.ot appear the moirt oppoitune, in whii Io re-
comniend this desirable anîd mo:t valuable habit.
l'he resolution and imagined self denîial inivoivud
in the fonnatioin of tius habit, constitute ::ole oi
mnost useful and imnportant elenients of huinan
character. Eai ly rising is naturally conducive to
health of body, c leurnes and stregîth of mind,aid
seccess in the various pursuits of life. To witness
-it all seasons of the revolving year that lorious
diurnal phenomenon, the rising of the brighît orb of
day, tiot only aifords us the fuil naturai advan-
tages of the day, eithier for study or bosiness, but
to the rellecting mind may help us to per form its
lities, and manfully bear its burtiens. WVe hear

people const.antly complaining of the shîortnes
and uncertainty of hfe ; and yet hov lew make
the most and best use of the lime tlat is merci-
fully allotted tiem! Young people would finid
it to their improveminent and happiness to ponder
well this matter. By forming the invaluable
habit of early rising, they sectre a larger amount
of mental and physical enjoyment, and practi-
cally engthen out the span of their probationary
existence.

Dr. Doddridge, an English divine, highly dis-
tinguished for piety and learning, lias the follow-
ing rernark in reference to this subject. " Te

difference of daily rising two hours earlier, sup.
posing the saine time of going to rest be observed
and the practice naintained for forty years, add.
si.v years to a man's waling life/-and states that
his great work. 4 The Fanily Expositor," was
the fruit of early rising. Well rniigit he adopt
the sentiment oflhis family molto, Dum Vivin.uu
Vivamus-· While w- live let us live," on
whichi lie composed the fctlowing lines, pro-
noiiunced by )r. Johînson i the finest Epigrami ii
the English lauguage:"

Live whîile you live,' the Epicure woîîhl say,
And seize the pleasuîres of the present day ;
• Live whîile youl lve,' tie sacrel preacher cries,
And give to God eaci moment as it flice.
Lord, in my view let both united be!
I live in pleaisure while I li% e to I'hee."
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Faithiful-as the lone sheplierd's trusty pride:
True-as the helm, the bark's protecting guide;
Firm-as the shaft that props the tow'ring dome;
Sweet-as to shipwreck'd seaincîî land and homei
Lovely-as a child, the parent's own deliglit;
Radiant-as morn that breaks a stormy nîiglt;
Gratef'il-as streams that in sone deep recess
With crystal rills the parting trav'ller bless.

WoNDERS OF TIIE UNivERE.-What mere assertion
wilI make aniy one, believe that in one second of nie,
in one beat if a penduflumîît of a c'oek, a ray of light
travels over 192,000 miles, and wouild thereflore per-
formIl the tour of tIe world in about the saute time that
it requires to wink with our cvelds, and in much less
than a swiftriinnetr occupies in taking a single siride Y
What mortal can be made to believe, withouit dîenon-
strationî, that the sun is aiiuiot a million timîtes laraer
thanî the carth, and that, althougli so remote fron uîs,
a ,ainon-ball shot direedy touards it, and iniiîtaini-

ing its full speed, woul.d lie twrenîty years In reaîlung
it, ote it aflects the earth by its attraction in a n ap-
pieeiable instant of time ? Who would not ask for
denonstrationî, wleni told that a gnats winlg, in its
ordinary fliglt, heats mîany hiiiiidred times iii a second ;
or that there exist animnated and regulbirly-organized
beings, umany thouîsands of whose bodies laid close
together woild not extend an inch ? Biit vhat are
tlese to the astonishing trulhs which modern optical
inquiri's have disclôsed, vhicl teacli is that every
point of a medium throughî whiich a ray of light
passes is aflected witl a succession of periodical
mîîovements, regularly recirring at equal intervals, no
less than live huindred millions of millions of tinies in
a single second ? That it is by such movemnts
coimunicated to the iervres of ouîr eyes that we sec;
nay more, that it is the difference in the frequency of
their recuirrence which affects us with the sense of
the diversity of colotr. That, for instance, in acquir-
ing the sensations of rednîess, our eycs are aflfected
four hinîdred and eiglty-two muillionîs of millions of
times: of yellowness, live lindrad and forty-two
millions of millions of tines; and of violet, seven
hundred and seven millions of millions of times per
second. Do not such things sound more like the
ravings of madmen than the sober conclusions of
people in their wvaking senses ? They are, neverthe-
less, conclusions to which any one may most certain-
ly arrive, who will only be at the. trouble of examin-
ing the chain of reasoning by 'which they have been
omtaiucd -- Sir John Herschell.


