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and gbat tho climato of tho intorior of tho country differs
from that of tho soa-coast, whother of tho Atlantic or
acific side. So” in the intorior, Lordoring on theso
lakos at tho north and west, you know that lﬁeso bodies
of wator very much modify tho climato. All who livo
aqar thoso lakos, know vory woll that tho climate is
-very much modified by thom, that is to &ay, that tho
capability of tho Jand to preduco certain erops, is modi-
wsad by the position it eccupios on tho bordors of theso
-aroatinland sons.  You know fusthor, that the rivers
of a country havo a groat influence, not only on the
-~gricultural products of a country.  Supposo the intorior
ot this country wore not intersected by theso groat
nvors. Largo rivers, aro tho groat hjghways to market,
~2ud you.know LowJittlowould ba the profit to the far-
» ator, who is distant from arkot, but for theso rivors,
«:heygh he.anight raiso.auy, quansity of grain.

LELLYATIONE—DELTAS, &C.

AA-most important point in physical geography, is tho
«Jovation of a placo above the level of thosca. In
various parts of the world there are great ridges of
wountains all of which you are familiar with, as woell

awswith the high table -Jawds, which are to bo found in
nany localities in ‘Buropo and Amotica. All theso
-ountain clovations,thblo lands, and plains, aro cha-
-ractorized from-certain ¢ircumstances, by peculiar agii-
«caltaral preducts, ontiroly depending on physical con-
'ri;:rmatiom ‘These things are obvious and I pass over
“shem.
But the effoct of olovations is folt at a great distanco.
Two illustrations will suflice, on tho first, I de not, 1
swill merely name it.  Prof. J. hore pointed to the map
-6¢ Europe—to tho North sca—to Holland—to the Rhine,
Yiracing its rise in tho mountains of Switzerland, untitit
umpties into the North sea, forming ot -its mouthy is-
lauds or deltas. Al of yon, ho continued, recotioct the
+fact, I'shall hereafier advort to, of'tho peculiar unhealthi-
uoss of the deltas there.—~Now, the character of theso
islands, and of the low country at the mouth of tho
Rhino, is determinod very much by the naturo of the
elevations from which the wator comes. W’ at has
«oen pullished of tho Natural Ilistory of your own
SState, télls you  how much the region throuph which
: tho water"flows, determitics its quality, what it holds jn
olution, and how, when it reaches the sea this matter
is*deposited in the form of deltas and islands that occapy
“tas-moaths of rivers.  T'us is an iliustration of tho cifoct
of olevations to modify the character of 2 country,
through which the rivers coming fiom them flow.
Sut a more striking illustration. is presented in another
part of the world. The river Nile rises in Abyssinia,
~Hows through Nubia and Egyptinto tho Meditorranean,
“tisremarkable that tho countries through which the
Hile'flows, aro bounded by deserts.—These countries
would have formed part of these great deserts, but for
vthe waters of the Nile. Thisriver1isesin the Mountains
ihie Moon, which are covered with snow at their sum-
mits. At certain seasons of the year, this snow melts,
.and swells the Nile to such a degreo asto overflow
=zud cover this vast plin, and ertilizes <what woukd
-Stherwise be barror, thus giving to the soil'its capa-
< Gility to grow crops, and sustain a popularion which, in
romote times, was very groat. Iiis intercsting toremark
how, on-apparently small things, which have theircon-
«vection with distinet branches of human knowledgo,
the comfort and even existance of whole nations is
«found. cleayly.and 'distinctly 1o depend.

*Another rematkable:phisnomena, which has aftracted
the attention of physical geographers, is the large delias
formed at the mcuths of great rivers, everywhere.
Those at'the mouth of the Mississippi, are familiar to

syoualll You know ‘that these deltas found at the

mcuths of all groat rivers, being formed of rich alluvial
soils, aro gonorally of an unhealthy charactor; un-
healthy, because of their richnose, and becauso of that
unhealthy charactor in other situations, and undor othor
circumstancos, would not be cullivated at all. If time
permited, 1 might horo show you, how muth tho agsi-
cultural prosperity of a country, not its capability, (for
theso do’tas avo capable of tho highoet dogreo of pro-
duction, ) but how much . sgricultural products dopond
on tho healthy charactar of the climate. Farmers

- thrive in couatries far moro cold aud sovoro, than othors;
becauso thoso cold and scvoro countrios aro- rmostly
hoalthy, - f am suro tho haidy farmers, who cultivate
the sotl of New Brunswick, though they suffer from
the extremo.cold of the country, and complain of if, yet
cortainly onjoy far more happiness, so far as happinesy
doponds oa bodily health, than the inhabitants of othor
richor countries, such as Georgia, the Carolinas, Flosi-
da, and other southorn States, which aro far richer,
and pioduce more, with far less labour. Honco, in a)i
cases, in the tomperato and colder climates, rural eco-
nomy in goneral, attains much higherstato of improve-
taznt, than in the richer and warmer, but less.hoalthy
countiics.

Thero is ono circumstanco, in connectionawith there
deltos, to which.1 will draw your attontion, and ouly
ono ; that is to say, of the landsat tho mouths of rivers,
and thq character of tho banks:of the rivers thomsclves,
when thoy are of great width, and whon dppositos have
forméd of alluvial-soil, as is tho case-at tho mouth oftho
Missisippi, andsin.other parts of the world. Itis the
charceter of these deposites to a highor clovation at the
oxtorior. than the intorior part ; and from this poculiar
conformation—the -dopression of the intorior parts—

+marshes and bogs, and bogs of peat marsh, in somelo-
calities are formed in‘theso depressed portions.

DYPRESSIONS——RELATIVE' LEVEL 67 CASPIAN, BLACK AXD
DEAD SEA.

Among the most interesting phenomena of physical
goography, aro tho depressions in certain paits of the
world, compared with tho lovel of the sea. 1 have
spoken of olovatiops; bat thero aro parts of the world,
bolow tho level 6f'the sea, which notwithstanding, grow
crops mitdnorrish a largo population.

Idraw your attention to tho Caspinn Sea. This isa
larglo body of wator, from the cdges of which, start plains

"in every dircction.—This bosly of wwter is considorably
below the level of the Black ~Sea and the Attantic. 'If
any circumstance should happen, by wirich a connection
werodformed between the’ Biaék-Sea and-the Caspian,
the waters:of-the lattor would bo raiséd frem'60 to 80
foot : a very great area of country-wonld be submerged,
and the borders«# that sea:groatly enlarged.

But the most remaskable-czse of this kindis presented
in that-part of the workd with which wo are familiar by
name,rarfd thatiis Palestine. In tho interior of: this
country, is the-Dead Sea, into which the river Jordan
flows, threugh certain lakes, among them the Lake
Tiberiaz. Tho Doad Sea is twelve hundred or thirteen
hundred feot below the lovel of the Mediterranean.
Tho Lake Tiberias issome five hundred feet below-the
level of that sea. [f any circumstance should open a
track or canal from the Mediterranean into the valey of
tho Doad Sea, its waters wonld riso twelve hundred
feet and drown a large portion of the people of that
country, with which our oldest and mostsacred associ~
ations are eonnected.

I shall have occasion in a subsequent lecture, to draw
vour attention to the circumstance of there being cer-
tain parts of the world in which no rain ever fal!s, anid
certain other parts where the quantity of rain is very
small. It is because tho rain that falls inthis country,



