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Rcttinf: int.
I the hcd of the river iitnl .-lioltcrinj,' tliciiiseiws bciii'iith

tin Imnk. l)»>^;iui a lire from the rear, wliicli struck liowii several nien.

Preparation wore in i)rof;res.s to set some of the houses on lire and
thus drive out the defenders. Winchester was not iinnatiirallv dis-

|»irited and appalled liv the slauirhter of so many of iii.s men which he
had already witnessed, and saw little hope for the remainder, who
were completely surrounded. If their position was carried hy assault,

few could e.xpoct to e.sca|)e death, a.s the (mi'ans, and imh-ed the

Britwh repilar troops and militia, were greatly e.xasperated. He
asked Procter if they wouhl bo given an o|)|)ortunity to surrender, and
received the reply that they imist decide (piickly, as he intended to set

the place on fire at once and could then take no res|)oiisiiiilii v for the

conduct of the Indians. Put he assured him that if ihey surrendered
at discretion, without further delay, he would make every elTort to

protect them and the officers wouhl he perniitte<l to retain their swords
and private projierty. Winchester then directed Captain Overton,
his aide-de-camp, to go with a Hag of truce to the commanding ofhcer
of the troops in the village and deliver an order to surn-nder. Procter
himself, with some other otficers. accomi)anieil Overton to make sure
that no time was lost ant! there <i)uld he no misunderstanding. Major
(ieorge Madison, afterwards tiovernor of Kentucky, who was the senior

officer, came forward to meet them attended hy Hrigaile .Major (iarrard.

They e.\pressed surprise to learn that General Winchester was a jirisont'r

and .seemed reluctant to obey the order to surrender without conditions.

Procter insisted that they must con.sent to this, a.s all he could pronii.se

was protection for their lives ami pro|)erty as far as his ()ower extended.
He seems to have given them clearly to ui N^rstand that the Indians
were greatly infuriated and that he was doubtful whether he could
restrain them in any event. Madison returned to the village to consult
his officers. He found that he had lost about forty in ki'^ed and
wounded, reducing his eflective force to 38 1 of all ranks. Major Craves,
his seconil in command. Captain Hart and .several other officers were
among the wounded. The men had but two or throe cartridges apiece.
They were surrounded by much superior numbers. The buildings
they occupied were inflammable. .V retreat was irnpo.ssible, and there
was no hope of a reinforcement in time to save them. A decision to
surrender was soon arrived at. When this was announced to the men
there were the usual disorderly scenes. Cries of rage were uttered and
rifles da.'shed furiously to the ground.'

When Madison signified his intention of obeying Winchester's
order Procter was un(iuestional)ly relieved of much an.xietv. More

' Procter to Sheaffe, 25th January, 1S13; Winchester to Secretary of War,
January 26 and February U, 1813; Atherton, 50-2; McAfee, 213. 21()"
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