
DEDICATION.

from myhands, in difcharge of the me-

jancholy duty which has devolved upon

me b-y that unfortunate event.

1 cannot but indulge the hope, that

the following pages will prove to YOUR

MAJESTY, thatCAPTAIN VAN, COUVER

was not undefcn-ing the honour of the

trufi repofed in him ; and that he has

fulfilled the objeâ of his commifflon

from YOUR MAJESTY w-ith diligence

and fidelity,

Under the aufpices of YOUR MA-

JESTY, the late indefatigable CAP'T'AI N»

CooK had already fhewn that a South-

errf--Continent did not exi:ft, and had af-

certaiiié,d the important fa& of the near

approximation of the Northern Shores

of Afia to thofe of America. To thofe

great


