4 DEDICATION.

from my-hands, in difcharge of the me-
lancholy duty which has devolved upon

me by that unfortunate event.

I cannot but indulge the hope, that

the following pages will prove to YOUR
MA]JESTY, that CapTAIN VANCOUVER
?i;s‘r;s not undefcrving the honour of the
truft repofed in him; and that he has
fulfilled the objeét of his commiffion
from YOUR MA]JESTY with diligence

and fidelity. -

- Under the aufpices of YOUR MA-

JESTY, the late indefatigable CarTari
Cooxk had already fhewn that a South-
errr Continent did not exift, and had af-
certained the important fact of the near
'approximation of the Northern Shores

of Afia to thofe of America. To thofe
' ~ great




