
LIFE OF LORD SYDENHAM.

In the pursuit of this object he was warmly aided 1825.

by his friends of the Utilitarian school. Dr. Bow-
ring, who indeed had been the medium of his
original introduction to the electors of Dover, ac-
companied him there and assisted in his canvass.
And Bentham himself had taken so great a liking
for him, that he broke through all the habits of his
hermit-like existence, actually took up his residence
at Dover, canvassed daily for him, opened his
house, and allowed himself to be accessible to all
Mr. Thomson's friends, and mingled in the contest
in a manner which surprised all who knew his re-
tiring disposition, but which strongly marked the
interest he took in his young friend's prospects.

In aiming at a seat in Parliament, however, Mr.
Charles Thomson was unsupported by the assist-
ance, or even by the countenance and advice, of his
family. His father and eldest brother remonstrated
against the undertaking, as tending to withdraw
his attention from the city business, to which it
was desirable that he should devote himself. Nei-
ther, it is clear, had at this time the least idea of
the powers possessed by him, and before long to be
brought into active exertion-powers which, ap-
plied in the career of public life, enabled him sub-
sequently not merely to reflect lustre on his con-
nexions and on the mercantile class to which he
belonged, but materially to benefit the general
interests of British commerce, and advance the
welfare and prosperity of his country.

He himself was evidently gifted with a juster


