
,'2 TUE CANADIAN CIRL

all the day; during vvhich tinie she liad not seen one
human habitation. Boundless woods surrounded her;

and', with the lake whose margorin she pursued, were silent
to -awfulnéss. Scarce a bird amonor the trees or on the
water was seen or heard; sometimes a fawn darted froin
the thicket on her right to slake its thirstîn the clear
broad stream, and at the sight of the crirl, scoured off to

join its companions zt a distaace ; but the noise the
animal made tended.,rather to, -heiorhten than disturb, the
deep repose'of the scene. The brief Canadiain !z7immr,-r

had opened liere all its finest beauties, whieli the mois-
ture exhaled from the lake, preven'ted from becomina'

scorched and withered. The soil, always fertile, had
now cast up its rarest productions, which no band of man

had sown-or planted.. Lonor grass, of a brilliant green,
covered all the wijd undulations of the ground, as far as
the windings of the lake and the woods permitted theui
to be seen. .1-lerbaoe,, in luxuriant variety, mingled wi*th
the grass and elfhibited. - theý-'ùtmost freshnes' it- tiat-
comprisi-nor all shades of gréenl ith sometinies abricrht

brown or red.- Occasional.1y, openinors in the tangle-d
underwood, revealéd spots of fa;&ry-like.beautv, sheltered-

under the long overhangring branches of enormous trees,
and in such spots the few cov flowers which graced the
solitude, were principally gathered.

Tbere were six majestie trees standing apart from the
thicket to whieh they beloncred, like a family growing in
close. uniou> side by 'side: their far-extendincr roots
touébed.the water and theïr combinel foliacre formed a
dark shade upou the grass for a considerable distance

round about them. They were Canadian oaks, of ancient
growth, and of inore than the usual size of that specie&

5115


