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happen ; for they never . give quarters, unlefs it
be to referve their prifoners for a more cruel
death the day following.

- All the power and ftrength of thefe xﬂands lie
folely in their navies. . A general engagement on
land we never heard of here; and all their de-
cifive battles are fought on the water. When,
the time and place of battle are fixed upon by
both -parties, the preceding day and night are
fpent in feafting and diverfions. When the morn-
ing approaches, they launch the"canoes, make
every neceffary preparation, and, with the day,
begin the battle; the fate of which, in general,
decides the difpute. The vanquifhed endeavour
to fave themfelves by a precipitate flight; and
thofe who reach the fhore fly, with their friends,
to the mountains; for the v1c’tors, before their
fury abates, fpare neither the aged, nor women,
or children.. They affemble the nexr day, at the
morai, to return thanks to the estooa for.the vic-
tory, and offer up the flain and the prifoners, as
facrifices. A treaty is then fet on foot; and the
conquerors ufually obtain_ their own terms; by
which large diftricts:of land, and even whole
~ iflands, fometimes change their owners. Omai
faid he was once taken a prifoner by the men of
Bolabola, and- condued to that ifland, where
he and many others would have fuffered death
- the next day, had they not been fortunate enough
to efcape in the night. -

Vor.l.—x°6. Bb . ~This




