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LAMB, CHARLES, a distinguished essayist and humorist, born in
London, Feby. 18th, 1775, and educated at Christ's Hospital. In
1792 he became a clerk in the India House, a post he retained
for 33 years. He was a genial and captivating essayit and hie fame
mainly resta on hie delightful Emays of Elia, which were first
printed in the London Magazine. Hlis complete workis include two
volumes of verse, the Essays of Elia, Specimens of the English
Dramatic Poets, etc., etc. For quaint, genial and uneonventional
humour, Lamb has, perhaps, never been excelled. He died Decem-
ber 27th, 1834.

LONGFELLOW, HENRY WADSWORTH, the most popular and artistic
of all American poets, was born in Portland, Maine, Feby. 27th,
1807. He graduated at Bowdoin College in 1825, and one year
afterwards was offered the professorship of Modern Languages rt
that Institution, which he occupied until 1835, when he accepted
that of professor of Modern Languages at Harvard, which he con-
tinned to hold until 1854, when he resigned the chair. His poetical
works are well known and are very numerous, the most -noted of
his longer pieces being Evangeline, The Golden Legend, Biawatha,
Conrtship of Miles Standish, etc. All hi. poetical works are dis-
tinguishcd by grace and beauty, warmed by a greater human
sympathy than is displayed in the writings of the majority of eni-
nent poets. He relies chiefly for his success on a simple and di-
rect appeal to those sentiments which are common to all mankind,
to persons of every rank and of every clime. He wrote only three
prose works, Outre-Mer, Hyperion and Kamanagh, and a few
dramas, all of which deserve to rank with the best American pro-
ductions. Evangeline is considered " to be the most perfect speci-
men of the rhythm and melody of the English hexameter." He
died at Cambridge, Mass., March 24th 1882.

LOWELL JAMEs RUSSELLa distinguished Arierican poet, critic
and scholar, born in Cambridge, Mass., February 22nd, 1819. He
graduated from Harvard, in 1838, and was admitted to the bar,
but soon abandoned law as a profession and devoted himself to
literature. His Biglow Papers first made him popular, in 1848.
l 1857, on the establishment of the Atlantic Monthly, he was
made editor of that popular magazine. His prose works consist-
ing chiefly of critical and miscellaneous essays, " show their author
to be the leading American critic, are a very agreeable union of
wit and wisdom, and are the result of extensive reading, illuminated
by excellent critical insight." His humour is rich and unrivalled
and he seems equally at home in the playful, the pathetic, or the
meditative realms of poetry. In 1880, he was appointed Envoy J
Extraordinary to Great Britain, which office he held until 1885.


