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THE FOREST ACT

Mr. Ross, Minister of Lands,  ‘intro-
duced in the Legislature 'yesterd&y
what is to be known as the “Forest
Act,” being the measure dealing with
timber prepared in response to the re-

commendations of the Commission on

Iforestry. It is a “Bill of 144 sections,
and, as far as can be judged from such
cxamination as we have been able  to

' make, seems to be an.exceedingly -com-

prehensive and useful measure.

The Bill proposes to create what is 2

to be known as ‘the Korest Branch of
the Department of Lands, to be presid-
ed over by a Chief Forester, with such
assistants as he luay require, and the
following subjects will be within .the
management of the branch:

(a3) All the rights, properties, inter-

ests, claims and demands of the crown
in right of the province of Briuish Col-
umbia in forests, timber lands and tim~
ber.
. (b) All revenues ana moneys of the
crown in right of the province of Brit-
ish Columbia  arising from forestry,
timber lands, timber, trees and producis
of the forest. <

(c) Conservation of existing forests.

(d) Reforestation.

(e) Prevention of forest fires.

(f) Sales and dispositions of . and
tenancies of timber lands,-or timber, or
trees, ‘or forest -products belonging io
the crown in right of the province of
British Columbia.

(g) Cutting, classifying, measuring,
manufacturing, brandtng‘ and exporting
of trees, logs, timber and products of
the forest; and :

(h) Statutes, rules and regula.tions
relating to the regulation of fo:estry
and the protectien of forests.

A Provincial Forest Board,is provid-
ed for, to consist of six members, whose
duty it shall be to ensure the carrying
out . of the prbvisions of the Act, and
for that purpose it is given power tb
summon witnesges and take all neces-
sary steps to reach conclusions of fect.

After the Bill becomes law no new
licence to cut timber on crown lands
shall be granted except after competi-
tion, and _provisions for the crulsing
and classification of timber lands .by
the department. An upset prlee is to
be set upon: the timber, and, in addition

» to. whatever sum may be bid for the |’

licence, the licencee must pay renial and

royalty. Special provisions are made-

as to pulp ' licences. Forest reserves
and their management are .provided for.

Timber leases now outstanding are |.

made renewable for successive periods
of twenty-one years, subject to rents
and royalties, and other conditions as
may be in force at the’time of the re-
newal. Of timber licerices some are re-
newable for sixteen years, some for
twenty-one years, while those taken out
under . the 1910 act are renewable in
perpetuity, or as long as. there is any
timber to be cut on the ground covered
by them; but there are provisions as to
land near a city covered by licence or
any land under licence that may, be
needed for agricultural purposes. Roy-

alties and rentals payable under licences
_dre . subject to change from time {o

time by order-in-council.,
The Act firovides for the use or ‘man-

-ufacture in the province of all lumber
eut on crown lands ‘or on lands that.

have been crown- ;ra.nted since 1906 or
may hereafter be crown:granted, but
there is a provision under’ the Lieuten-
ant-Governor-in-Council permitting = the
export of the smiller description of
timber. This is doubtless intended to
prevent. waste through the cutting of
large timber.

The provisions for the prevention of
damage to forests through  fire seem
to be very complete and to have been
drawn with great..caretand a TForest
Protection’ Fund i8 to be created; to

‘which all holders of timber lands, by

whatever title they may be held, are re-
quired to contribute, the province to
contribute an equal sum.

We look upon the bifi' as a° whole as’

an excecdingly. commendable and thor-
‘ough attempt on ‘the part of the Min-
ister to deal -with a matter of @ very
great present;,.and - undoubtedly greater
future, importance.

HOME RULE ALL ROUND

“Home Rule All Round,” 'as . the
phrase is, or in othér words the. feder-
ation of the United Kingdom, is.the sub:
ject of a circular letter sent us by the
‘Scettish National Committee,  The let-
tor was written by Mr. Moreton Frewen,
whose name will not be unfamiliar te
(clonist readers. This method of solv-
ing the problems présenting by the de-
mands of Ireland, and what is claimed
to be a-parliamentary  breakdown at
Westminster bhas been already referred
t> in these colimns. JIndeed Earl Grey
did us the honor some years ago to ask
us to bring the matter forward for the
consideration of Canadian readers.. His
pesition as Governor-General made it
impossible for hlm to identify himself
'persona;ly):wﬁ the movement at that
time. rl Grey 'was convinced by his

experience in Canada that the fedeshi

ssatem wn & complete :ucce-s a vlow"

from w’hlch_, We o mot lwlne Ige will
bo driven ‘be@uhe of the: absurd state-
ments of Sir Max Aitken.’ Whethér of
not conditions -in the United Klnqdom
ara such as to justify the opinion that-
a federqtlon between the three king-
doms, with—perhaps. Wales as a fourth
niémber of the group, will afford the
best solution of the difficulties "th_'at"coh-
frent the nation is e matter upon which
we feel ‘unable to express an- opinion;

but we are able to say that; if ‘the ex-

periehce of Canada counis for:anything
at all, the federal plan has very great
ovtstanding merits We are well within
bounds when we ndd ‘that without the
fcderal system the govermment of Can-
ada would be next to impossible; that
deadlocks would oceur, and - that '£he‘
mass of detail,” that would-have ‘to be

‘dealt with by ‘Parliament,”would be so

cnormous as to produce comp)eté_:-pai'a—
lysis. That readers may be able to ap-
preciate the proposed federal movement
and cstimate to some extént its prospect
of success, we quote a portion of Mr.
Frewen’s letter. He saysi ' 4

1 violate no confidence when:. I say

that . your ‘distinguished countryman,

Lord Minto, Governor-General in Canada.
Vicéroy but the other day in’ India, is
with us Federals whole heartedly. 'To
Lord Grey, wno 'so"fully won the confid-
ence ‘and affection of Canada I aitribute
the new Federal movemeﬂt in, which we
are engaged. Lord Grey for the* past
three years has urged this solution for
Irish, for Scottish, and’.* for ' English
grievances, and we regard Lord - Grey
and no other as our leader in. this cause.
inrd Dudley, while Lord-Lieutenant of
Ireiand in a4 Tory administratién, left
nu-stone unturned to discover-the foun-
dations of Irish unrest. He next went
fe¢ Australia. as its Governor-General,
and has come home but a few weeks ago

convinced that ‘the application’ of sotie.

such Federal system as he studied in
Australia is essential here if.'we are to

avoid a great national disaster. “ I could

were it ‘necessary, adduce’ other leade:

of our peopls, but it is not desirable a.
this time. In Ireland, as you are aware,
wa have in Lord Dunraven, Mr. William
O'Brien, and Mr. T. M. Healy-a nucleus
of intellect, character, and experiénce to
which-in ‘the stormy times at hand there
will be a big muster of Lincoin’s jpla,{n
people.” -I.believe that in those. days
sC tra.ught with danger to the Empire
itself, Scotland may be destined to play
the greatest part of all. What is.re-
guired is more philosophy . and less
passion; and the Scottish . Colon we
call Ulster may consent to come into
Council with Scotland ‘af a time: When
in Ireland itself, and not in’ Ulster only
but in;all the four: provinees,: Home Bnle
is' ‘under discusgion. to an: a.oco,mpum-

ment of  bottle- ghss, and pa.ving_'
< ’.

stories.

‘ OI’-D Aﬂ! ?.l’.lo.’ y %
The ‘proposal’ thahr 2 commitﬁee of fhe

House of Commons ‘shalt. be :appeinted |

to conuider ithe questhq qf‘ old. age pen-
siox;s will evokg some d&fterences ot ¢
opinlon The auszeaubn Lhat thiu ‘plan
shall be adopted ln Camda, gomes 8s.a
surprise, for not many peraons hﬁ.d
thought 1t necessa,ry.v Nevertheleu, ‘a
cuse mvomble to it may be made out.
At first sight one might think there is
somuthing in the ohjectlon that such
“pensions might’ be looked upon as some-
thlug in the nature of a reflection upon
“the much talked-of prospexlty of ‘the
country; but we do’ not feel very 5ure
about that, If the pﬂnclple involved
in old age pensigns is sound, fhe fact
that a country is I the hey-day of
prosperity ‘i§ no reason why it should
not be adopted. If it-is ‘unsound, it
ought not to be adopted under any cir-
cu'm_stance's. No one wduld regard it as
an objectionable - advertisement if it
could ‘be announced ,tnat-eirery working-
man in Canade would bé abls to sécure
steady “employment and shve enough
money to provide himself with an an-
nuity in his old age.

There are certain.praectical du’ﬂcult-
fes In the way of the suceessful oper-

ation of such a plan in Canada, which |

will have to be overcome before it could

.be ‘acceépted. To 'our présent’ way of

thinking, these difficulties - seem  very
serious,. but possibly.the: proposed com-
mittée may be able to show thatjthey.
do not actually exlst or that they may
easily be surmounten, or that they are’
more than counterbalanced by ;advant-
ages.. There is something in favor 'of
the argument that the time to inaugur-
ate such 'a plan is when ‘the population
is relatively small and the country is

Jin the enjoyment of =reat prosperity.

A RAILWAY GRIDIRON

The province of New Brunswick is a
uearly square body of ‘land with an
uverage length of about 200 miles, and
sn average breadth of 150. Iis area is
a little over 27,000 square miles. If a
line ‘is drawn across ‘the map. of the
province from east to west ‘and dbout
midway between its northern and ‘south-
ern limits, it will' crogs the Intercolon-
jal ‘rallway,  ihe Natfonal  Trans-Con-
tinental, one ‘section of the': Canadian
Pacific, the route of the 8t ‘John Valley
line to be constructéd immediately, and
another section of the Canadian Pacific.
It will also cross the Fredericton branch
of ‘the Intercolonial, but that will be
includéd among the:transverse lines to
be hereafter-mentioned.- 'We have. thus
four .existing, aup one»jyruposed longi-
tudinal rallways in a distance of 150
miles, Two"of these; the !ut mention-.
ed section of the C, P. R.. and the pro-
posed St. John V;J_lgy llnevdo notextend
tt'rough the whole length, of the p"r(;;
vinge. Beglnning at’ the ' south, - the
prevince 'is crossed from west to east by
the folowing railways extendingin cach

.case only part of the distance across.

The Giand Southern near the Bay of
Funday coast extending from the west-
«err: bowndary to’ St.-John; the €. P. R.
from -the wesiern  boundary  to” St.
Jehn; the St. John division of the In-
tercolonial’ extending from' St. John to
Shiediac; thé Fredericton branch of the
‘Intercolonial . extéhding from = Fred:
ericton to Chatham; the Central, extend-
“ing from a point on  the S§t. John
division = of “the Intercolonial to
a point near i the centre of the
province. A railway is in consfruc-
tion from Grand Falls on the St. John
river .to Dalhousie on the Bay Chaleur.
Gf 'bfanch lines the number is almost
legion. 'In all there are somewhera in
the neighborhood 2,000 miles of railway
in. ‘this. province or about 1 mile for
every 14 square miles of territory.

" PROVINCIAL SUBSIDIES

The increases in the provincial stb-
sidies from the Dominion in conse-
[Quence of the recent census amount in
the nggregute to $1,193,178. All the
previnees  received | 1h<;reases except
Prince Edward's Tsland.. The smallest
increase is in the cage of New Bruns-
wick; the longest is in the case of Sas-
kotchowan As the Tlaw  at _ present
stands there will be no further im-
creases in the subsidies for ten years,
except in the case of the Frairie Pro-
vince, where there is an increase every
five years.” We ‘submit that British
Columbja is, entitled to as favorable
treatment as they receive. Details of
the subQidles are as follow:

Total )
Previnge— ¢ Subsidy. Increase
Ontario.. .. .. . $2,396,420 $207.657
Guebec ... .. . 1,971,704 283426
Ncva Scotia ... .. ' 638,667 26,207
New Brunuwick il 637,975 16,614
British Columbla : 713,780~ 191,704,
Pririce Bdward 151. - 281,831 Py e
Alberta .. ... .. 1,200,132 - 87,688
Saskatchewan .. .- 1,648,188 318,913

The great cotton lock-out has been
amicably settled. This will give pro-
found satisfaction all ‘over the United
Kingdom.

They are having a  nice little war
down il{‘Ecuﬁdor.'If has been said that
in South American republics is an ab-
solutism tempered by revolution:

The K"ilng. and Queen are to visit Aus-
t1alia in 1915. His Majesty has adopt-
ed a poljcy that will send hls name
down in. hlstory as. :‘George the Empire
!\lns" ! ¥

Mr. H. J;. Crowe, 2 prominent New-
foundland. lumberman, wants the Brit-
-ish -Bmpire and . the -United States ‘to
form g: Zommergial pact ‘pgaina'_g all. the
“ qud md especiall/yv aga.lnst Germany

“rahe W"mf about Ching?  The
Yellow Peﬂl Wil léom very large in-
dustrially within a few years after the
Chinése havé settled thelr pom.!ca.l dif-
ferences. 3 i,

We nra gmvzly asaured that the rapid
gjnﬂux_ of people “into British Cplumhia
is a _very lame excuse for the failure
"of the farmers tu overtake the demend
for produce. In view of this we sug-
gest fo: conslderat(on the propriety of

meal a day It the fnrmera cannot pro-
duce as much ag the people eat, there
seems to be no remedy except 'to make
the people eat less,

While the resolution .passed by the
Rural Deanery of Victoria in reterence
to labor problems is not very speciﬂc,
end it could not very well bé more so

tion of a growing interest in one of the
greatest practical questions of the hour
by one of the most important religious

good must result from' symputhetic re-
Jations between the churches and the
labor ‘organizations' ‘and workingmen
generally. !

“The.Colonist has; not the least hesita-
tion in admitting that it hesitates about
pronouncing for or against any new
polmcal propoumon until it knows what
| can be said for or against it. It pursued
lthis course when 8ir Wilfrid ‘Laurier
was in power, and it does not propose to
charige it now that Mr. Borden islprime
minister. It also regards ith duty in
connection with all prdposals in legis-
lation to be to inform its readers as to
the facts rather than -thrust hastily
fcrmed opinions upon them. ¥

Mr. E. W. Thomson, the well-known
Ottawe correspondent of the Boston
Franscript, seays it is probable that Sir
Wilfrid Laurier will lead the Liberal
party at the’ next federal election. Sir
Wiifrid's years, about which he often
speaks, sit lightly upon him, but he is
only seventy, and that is not old for
a man who is really fit. Lord Paln-
erston wag 75 when he formed his Ilast
cabinet, and lie died in harness at 1.
There is no reason in sight why Sir
Wilfria should not lead His Majesty’'s
Loyal Opposition for the next ten years
it he feels like doing so.

an egg collecting agency for the co-op-
-erative marketing of their products.

J. Kercina ‘and James Jonson are dead
as the result of their handcar being
struck by a train in the vicinity of the
C.-P. IR. tunnel at Paulsen.

During ‘a ' visit ‘to.his old congrega-
tion " at' Maple Ridge, Rev. W. Govier
was . presented. with e handsome gold
watch as ‘a token of remembrance,

The Cranbrook Fish and Game As-
‘sociation has  recommended that ' the
act be -amended so. that the deer sea-
son shall open annuauy with September

I'ana close on November 30,

the Season--
(Clearance Sale

Evenl of
Our Remnant

compemng people to do away with one:

than it is, we welcome it as an indica--|

| organizations in the community. _Great

The Sale That All Homeonging House Fur- A ;;f”‘n l!
nishing People Should Visit. The Greatest Ny N h« '
of All Greatest Sales

-ll

-< Cmpﬂceﬂ:@ Home Furnishers

nt Clearance Sale

IT WILL CO\/I\IENCE \/IONDAY MOR\HNG JA\‘LARY THE TWENTY-SECOND,
R’T 8 00 . O’CLOCK; AVD CO\ITINUE U\‘TIL FEBRUARY THE. FIRST.

e i3 ¢

" Every home at certain perlods of the year needs house cleanm
store.

When we house-clean, we'do so thorouomy so thoroughly. that you who come—and
we want all and expect all to come—will be astounded at the remarkable values this
sale offers.

To you'young folks who have had a home of your own in mmd for along, long time

and a reahzatlon of the home idea, we say come.
To you who have homes and whose homes need added new things, we say come.

_ These splendid sale prices mean savings almost impossible of realization, yet so fas-
cinatingly low that the home 1deas are readllv earried out—home needs readily and eco-
nomically supplied.

This Big Sale is on Our

Second Floor

REI\INANTS'OF -CRETONNE,. CHINTZ AND DENIM PRINTS; LENGTHS FROM 3 TO
25 YARDS.

REMNANTS OF MADRAS AND ALL-OVER CURTAIN NETS:; FROM 2 TO 9 YARDS.

.ALL-LACE CURTAINS, OF WHICH THERE ARE ONLY ONE PAIR, AT A SACRIFICE,

THESE CURTAINS ARE ALL GRADES, AND REPRESENT THE BEST SELLING
LINES OF THE SEASON.

ALL ODD LINES OF TABLE COVERS "DOYLIES. AND FRILLED PILLOW CASES,
&e., &c

Naneimo poultrymen have organized |

THE STORE THAT SAVES YOU MONEY

The More You
Spend the
More You

Save

Victoria’s
Popular Home

Furnishers

likewise - every.
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