The late Empress Fréderick, during

the course of her long married life,
often regretted that she and her hus-
- band had no Osborne or; Balmoral to
which they could retire for a few
weeks each year. Only - quite re-
cently 'has her . energetic son, Willilam
II, acquired such a place of rest and
refuge. This sprifig the kaiser has
purchased with his own money the
wonderfu] fairy place named Achil~
leion, built by the Jate Empress of
Austria, who had 4 t of spending
there a peaceful old age. The Ach-
illeion is situated on the most - beau-
tiful promontory 'in Corfu, and its
marble splendor is reflected in the in-
tenisely blue sea which has always had
80 curious a fascination for Austrian
Toyalty. The great rooms, designed
~ by an Italian architectural genius, are
fantastic in their splendor, and remind
the visitor of a Wagner opera. The
gardens . contain much remarkable
sfatuary, for as the name of the
palace implies, the empress desired
above all things to perpetuate the
glory of the greatest of Greek heroes.
To all lovers of poetry, the most in-
teresting object in the lovely gardens
ig the equisite little monument which
the first imperial owner of the Achil-
leion put up to the memory of  the
poet Heine, to whose grave she al-
ways went in prous pilgrimage each
time she passed through Paris.
An interesting Royal Couple
The King and Queen of Wurtem-
berg, who were visited by the Prin-
cess of Wales recently, are an ex-
tremely interesting royal couple. King
‘William II was born in 1848, and as-
cended the throne in 1891.  He is one
of the few crownsd heads who have
never visited < England, although on
more than one occasion he has been
unavoidably prevented from doing so
Just at the last moment. He leads a
very active life, and plays a promi-
neni part  in military affairs. - The
king is the last of the male line of the
Wurtemberg reigning family, and in
the event of his death the crown
would pass to Duke Albert, who is a
Catholic. © Queen Charlotte s King.
‘William’s second wife, his first wife
having died in 1882, The present
queen 4is an exceedingly handsomre
woman, and is supposed to bear more
han a slight resemblance to our own
Queen Alexandra. !
Disadvantages of Traveling “Incog”
An amusing, albeit an embarrassing,
experience befell King 'William = some
time ago when he was traveling strict-
ly incognito. He' was very particu-
lar that his identity should remain a
secret, and gave orders that he was
to be treated as an ordinary traveler
by all and sundry. Unfortunately,
his instructions wers carried out too
literally, with the result that his maj-
esty’s luggage was left behind on the
Journey, and upon his arrival at Cap
Martin, near Mentone, the king was
obliged to borrow a shirt from ths
manager of the hotel before he could.
make his appearance at dinner.
% -kord Gromer's 250,000 - -
Patriots allithe world lover will be
glad to hear that both houses of par-
liament: have' sanctioned the gift of
£60,000 to Lord Cromer for his splen~
did services in Egypt. It is true that
there have been sundry dissentient
- ¥oices who have grudged the earl his
reward, but by far the greater por-
tion even of the democrats are only
too glad that the grant is to be made,
Presence of Mind
An amusing example of Lord Cro-
mer’s presence of mind is related -as

having oc¢curred at a dinner party
given in honor of a great Moham-
imedan ‘prince ‘at which he, as Mr.
Evelyn Baring, was present. - As all
the world knows, anything to do with
a pig is tabooed by all faithful fol-
lowers of the Prophet, and the chef
had been gpecially warned not to allow
any pork or bacon to appear on the
table. ~All went well for some time;

which was suspiciously like fried ham.
Looking up, Mr. Baring beheld a ser-
vant carrying a dish with some of the
forbidden animal upon it, and to the
surprise of all present he jumped up
from his seat and bundled the aston-
ished offender out of the room, dish
and all. The situation was saved,
and’ the distinguished Mohammedan
finished his repast in happy ignoranee
of the indignity he had so narrowly
escaped.
.- An Ambidextrous Judge

Sir Walter George Frank Philli-
more, better- known to the general
public as Mr. Justice Phillimore, has

an. ambidextrous writer: He tan write
with his' left ‘hand ‘as well as with his
right, and may often be seen in court
exercising his peculiar gift. Justice
Philimore is one of our most learned
iadges, and ‘it would be strange in-
deéd if this were not the case, for he

1eomes of a family noted for its. law-

yers.  Born in 1845, he was educated
at Westminster and Oxford, and dis-
tinguished himself greatly in classies,
In 1868 he was called to the bar, and
has tried to enter parliament more
than once. . He is a distinguished
aunthority on church law, and has writ-
ten somse clewer works on legal sub-
feets. On one occasion he was hoot-
ed by a hostile crowd for .passing -a
sentenee which proved very -unpopu-
lar, but as a ‘general rule few of his
majesty’s judges are mores-liked by the
public. Sir Walter has a house at
Henley-on-Thames, where he some-
times entertains, and is a genial host
Who is much sought after. £
Chief of the Frasers

Lord Levat, whose title and, estates
are being claimed by a debt collector
of Winnipeg, is a thorough Scotsman
and a keen soldier. He was born in
1871 and reeeived his education at the
hands of the monks,of Fort Augustus
Abbey, and afterwards at Birmingham
and Oxford. .In 1887, when still a boy,
he succeeded his father:din the title,
and later-on entered the First Life
Guards. ' During the South African
war - he organized ' and’ commanded
Lovat's Seouts, and was mentioned in
dispatches. - His lordship is a strict
Roman Catholic, and is chief of* the
Clan Fraser. An enthusiastic sports-
man, he ‘has traveled much, and is
naturally a first class shot.  He' Is
very wealthy, with over 180;000 ‘aecres,
and his maghificent place, Beaufort
Castle, 'in ~Inverness-shire, ' though
quite modern, is ‘one of the fihest man-
sions in the north of Scotland.

Lord Kingston

The, Earl of Kingston, - who- had-a
somewhat- exciting, experience wpith &
burglar in -his bedropm at-. na
Castle the other day, is one of the
most popular men in Irish sodiety.
Born in 1874,..he was for some time
an officer inifthe Irish Guards, and
saw active sefwice in‘the South ‘Afri-
can war. Hé isa d dant of Bir
John ' King, one of Queén Kilizabeth's]
spldiers, whose son’s tragic death by
drowning inspired Milton to write his
famous poem, “Liycidas.” Lord King-
ston s fond of sport and some time

until all at once there came an odor |

beey earning some ‘Aattention. lately as

ago took
race held on the river Shannon.
i§ the possessor of about 33,000 acres
and - Kilronan Castlé, & fine oid place

mother. Lady Kingston

‘marriage took place in 1897.
8ir Matthew Nathan

Sir Matthew has had

tered the Royal
in 1885.

later he became

governor
Kong.

what might have proved a serious
cident. -

worse for his unpleasant experience.
A Bishop’s Golden Wedding

of the
who began life in 7

o odn
younger days he gerved for a

in 1858.

came Bishop of
The bishop . is an
having spent nearly
county of Hssex.

married
happy.
The Smart Boy’s Holiday

It has been rightly said ‘that
word “smart,”
to children, is'

life have proved

Ppeculiarly inappropriate:

find any other
80 well and in so

of new ways or kiilling time.

twice a year there ¢omes to
soclety mother the fmportant
of the holidays—how and

mischief.
An Excellent Royal Example

The Princess of Wales solves the dif-
ficulty by sending her children to Dee-
side, whera within ¥ defined lim-
its they are able to fead the untram-

royal lads can indulge in their fath-
er's favorits sport.
past Prince Edward and his next bro-

DTt in the firkt moter boat

cdme . into the family through his
: was a Miss
Ethel Walker, daughter of the late Sir
Andre¥  Barclay = 'Walker, and her

Sir Matthew Nathan, who sails for
South Africa on the 10th of this month
io take up his dutles as governor of
Natal, is a distinguished sxample of &
British Jew who has risen to a great
position in the service of his country,
& most interest-
ing career and his promotion has been
extraordinarily rapid. In 1880 he en-
Engineers, and saw
active service in the Nile expedition
In 1889 he was administra-
tor of Sierra lLeone, and four years
of Hong
Sir Matthew is a wonderfully
energetic worker, and his genial na-
ture has made’him welcome in what-
ever part of the worid duty has called
him. A few months ago he met with
3 3 ac-
He was on his way h6me
from Hong Kong, when he feil into
the harbor when entering =& sampan
from a P. and 0O. steamer, but was
rescued after some difficulty, none the

The Rt. Rev. Henry Frank Johnson,
Bishop of Colchester, has just cele-
brated his golden wedding. Heg is one
numerous band. of clérgymen
his
short
time as a cornet in the First Royal
Dragoons, but feeling the call of the
‘Church strong upon him, he gave up
the adventurous career of the mili-
tary man and was ordained a deacon
After many years of use-
ful work in wvarious Nvings, he be-
Colchester in 1894,
East-Countryman,
all his life in the
% wife was a Miss
Emily Perry, and their fifty years of
ideally

the
especially when applied

jon the other hand, it is difficult 1o
word which expresses
w pithy a fashion even
the juvenile section of that portion of
Soclety which appears to spend its
time in the pursuit of amusement and
At least
the zay
quéstion
v ‘where they
are to.bs spent, and in what way the
beloved, but somewhat feared, Etonian,
Harrovian or  Wykhamist is at once
to' be made happy and kept out of

In these modern: days, when' “even
kings and @Queens- send’ their s@ins to
public . schools, the holiday question
is. as real in the palace as elsewhers:

elled and busy-about-nothing existence
in; which young people, and ﬁwmuy

boys, delight. = Close to Abergdidic are |-
safe stretches of the Dee, where ' the

¥or ‘some time

ther bivo walked ‘out with thé guns,

Heland learhed the sensible sportsman’s
acres

[first duty of keeping well out of the
{way of stray shots; but this ysar out
future king will be allowed for the
first time to take an active part, 1o
carry, load and fire a gun of his own.
All the king's grandchildren are en-
«jcouraged 10 play not only cricket and
Tootball, but mlso the national gamey
of Greater Britain. 2
. A Vanishing 1deal
In former days, when our public
schools were filled either with the sons
of country gentlemen or with those of
hard ' working professional men who
often made considerable sacrifices in
order to give their boys what they
hoped wouid be special advantagés, the
hotiday question solved itself by each
lad deing in the holidays much what
his$ own father was doing. 'Ths coun-
try boy was initiated into' the joys of
hunting, Shooting and football in the
wintef, and .into kindred surmmer
pleasures ut this time of the year. The
Son of the working father generally
Bave uUp a portion of each day to
Studying really hard with a view to
Some future exam. or seholarship. He
Was perforce content with fewer forms
of amusement and sport, ang he led,
:z::ﬁ:u:t, the;:t },:‘ing any discussion
w now KkKno
simple life, R ag A
Ths New -Breed of “Smart” Boy
He is a son, generally the only son,
of very rich Dbeople, who belong to a
Smart set, and who send him to a lead-
ing public school; partly becauseé ¢to
be at one of these now confers on a
lad a kind of hall mark, and even more
bgcausev it is hoped that there he wiil
make friends with the great ones of
the earth, who, it is hoped, will be
useful ‘to him afterwards, and that
whether he enters the army or goes
into some form of business. Such
a4 boy knows quite’ well what is ex-
pected of him; he is too often a man
of the world in miniature, and  his
parents are likely to please both them-
selves and their offspring by spending
his holidays at one of the expensive
foreign health  resorts where the
amusements specially designed for the
younger visitors are more sophisti-
cated than the uneventful round of
paieties .belonging 1o .an Buglish or
Scottish countryside, , Such a boy's
ideal holiday is, not -unnaturally, to
be invited to some great house;, where
noted. sportsmen .congregate, but hu-
man nature being what it is, his aris-
tocratic schoolfellow, while often glad
enough to benefit by: his fortunate’s
puarse, and to be included—in the ab-
sence of his ‘own- people——in ‘the oth-
or's luncheon party at Lord’s, is very
shy of inviting him to join his own
home circle. > M
An Original Suggestion
At the beginning . of the present
Summer a serious divine made the ser-
ious suggestion that the heads of the
various. great public:schools should
organize holiday: homies, . where the
worldly and seifish sparent could ar-
'range ‘- to send his ®gn each summer.
The idea aroused so miuch interest and
discussion in academic circles that the
Spectator published .a weighty article,
Dpointing’ out what a ‘mistake it wounld
be to thus relieve fathers and moth-
ers from theéir natural responsibilities,

but deubtless 'someé
will ‘E
yedrs..

Peer-Authors
The compiler of the famous old
book on “Royal and Noble Authors,”
it he were still living, would have

ing .of the kind}{
evolved within the next few|

Some most interesting names to add
to his work; but they would be
chiefly in the section devoted to the
authors of the noble lineage. For in
these days  royal = personages are
usually much. too busy for prolonged
literary composition, and even the
speeches of royalty must nowadays be
short. © But peers and peeresses have
as a rule more leisure, and the fruit
of it is often seen in books which
Séem Subtly to reflect the distinction
of their writers, ?
The Duke of Argyll

First among peer-authors must be
reckoned the Kking's brother-in-law,
the great Scottish noble, whose blue
eyes and fair hair are so characteris-
tic of his race. From his statesman
father he inherited a marked literary
gift, which has shown itself in both
prose and poetry. His term of office
as governor-general of Canada in-
spired him to write, not only those de-
lightful travel books, “Canadian Pie-
tures” and “Memories of Canada and
Scotland,” but alse an important work
on imperial federation, at a time when
that great ideal was not so fashion-
able as it is now. ' In the domain of
history come his excellent life of
Palmerston and his study of the Uni-
ted States after the Civil war, as also
his striking work on the ° life and
times of Queen Victoria, his royal
mother-in-law. The Mac Cailean
Mhor, to give him his Celtic title, has
also written some charming poems, the
libretto for an opera, and a metrical
version of the Psalms. :

Two Novelist Earls

Another son of a famous statesman
of the Victorian era, Lord Iddesleigh,
has already achieved a place among

warren” was a good story, and “Luck
0’ Lassendale” even better. The lat-
ter contained one of the best pictures
of & consummate ass that any nowels
ist has ever drawn, Lord Iddes-
leigh writes with .abundant quiet hu-
mor and observation, and in describ-
ing the ordinary life of well bred peo-
ple he has the advantage of wrjting
about ‘what he knows. In the oddly
named “Charms” he glves us an in-
tensely interesting’ murder story, in
which King George II plays the part
of a good genius. ° Lord Iddesleigh
is personally a good looking man, with
a singularly winning manner. It is
iutgmsung to note that his son, Lord
St." Cyres,” who has written a learned
work on [enelon, and his daughter,
Lady Rosalind Northcote, 'who is the
author of “The Book of Herbs,” in-
herit his literary gift, Another. earl,
Lord Ellesmere, though, as he would
be the first to admit, his work has
not. the literary quality ~which 'dis-
tinguishes that of his brother peer,
Lord Iddesleigh, has nevertheless writ~
ten some capital novels of a cheerful
kind, in which his knowledge of rac-
ing, shooting and gther open air
sports_has stood him in good stead.

“ Her Heart’s in the Highlands”
 Lady sﬁomarxie, who is a countess
in her own right, is known té all good
judges of literature for hér exquisitely
subtle and moving stories, in. which
the mysterious, haunting romance and
charm of the Highlands, and the wist-
ful, ‘poetic, Highland nature, are
lovifigly delingated. * A beautifuf wo-
man, less tall, perhaps; tham' her well
known sister, the famous swimmer,
Lady Constance Stewart-Richardson,
Lady Cromartie is adored on her Scot-
tish estates, where is the healing spa
of Strathpeffer.

those writers or fiction whose work
seems likely to endure, “Belinda Fitz- {la:

As’ might mfaturally be ‘expected,
there is a keen appreciation of art and
beauty to be found among peers, who
are so often ' the ‘possessors, or the
trustees for their descendants, of
unique and priceless art collections.
Thus, Lord Plymouth, who as Lord
Windsor so admirably filled the office
of first commissioner of works, is a
man of exceptional artistic taste, which
he displays in his beautiful mono-
graph on Constable, the great Eng-
lish landscape painter. Then, too,
Lord Northampton - has written the
history of his perfectly enchanting
seat of Compton Wynyates, in War-
wickshire. ¢

The Founder of the Aero Club

How do these things get into the
papers? Last week it was widely
reported in the press, and with every
wealth of circumstantial detail, that
Mr. Frank Hedges Butler, the famous
aeronaut, and founder of the Aero
club, having made an ascent from the
Crystal Palace, had involuntarily. de-
scended into6 ‘the River Roding, which
is Hford way, and had been rescued
with difficulty from a Wwatery grave
amidst great excitement, and in the
presence of thousands of people. Mr.
Butler never fell into the River Rod-
ing. He has never fallen into any
river. He has never had a balloon-
ing accident of the slightest gravity.

Things He Has Done

And that is a fine record. For Mr.
Butler has' made over one hundred
free balloon ascents, and has traveled
well over 5,000 miles in the air. Aer-
onauts run.in- his family. His elder
brother was one of the first men in
England to make an ascent—in a Mont-
golfer fire balloon—whilst his daught-
er, Mrs, Iltid Nicholl, was the first
dy member of the Aero club. That
flourishing club, by the way, was ap-
propriately founded by Mr. Butler in
mid-air,  On-Sept. 24, 1901, Mr. But-
ler, Miss Vera Butler (now Mrs. Iltid
Nicholl), the Hon..C. S. Rolls, and the
late Mr. Stanley Spencer made an as-
cent from the Crystal Palace. = It was
a very calm day, 'and the balloon,
though rising splendidly, remained
over the Crystal Paface for two hours,
and it was during this time and at a
height’ of 5,000 feet that the proposal
Lto form the Aero club was thought
out, debated and carried unanimously.
Today ‘the “Aero Club 6f the United
Kingdom,” with Mr. Roger Wallace,
K. C, as chairman, has over three
hundred membérs, and among them
many of the greatest and best known
in the land. As to Mr. Butler's bal-
looning records, among them is that
of the longest cross-channel sea voy-
age—from London to Caen in Nor-
mandy. Then he has travele videly
in India, China,, Burmah, ussia,
North and . South America and Asia

inor; is a life member of the’ Royal

eographical society; has written an
excellent  little. book  entitled “Five
Thousand . Miles -in a_Balloon”: and
was the first honorary treasurer of
the Automobile Club of Great Britain
‘and. Iretand.

“Why the. Rooks’ Grumbled d

As 'has been safd, Mr, “Butler does
not go. in. for “thrilling ‘adventures,”
and, indeed, he insists strongly upon
the fact that ballooning so far frofn
being dahgerous is one of the safast
of sportsi But one¢ out of the way
incident he remembers', relates toa
night ascent he made from London ac-
companied by Mr. C. F. Pollock and
Mr. Martin Dale. The objective was
Brighton, and such excellent progress
‘was made ‘that as they did not wish

to arrive there too soon
quently descended for res
one occasion alighted a
The rooks, startled out of t]
by the advent of the great ca
midst, made a frightful row,
the aeronaurs added by huw
they had lost their bearing
wished to find them again.
sently a gentleman put his
of a bedroom window and n.og
out when he saw the hue.
roosting in the trees. Then -
lowing colloquy ensued:
gracious! Who are you?”"
ists resting. Where are we®
miles from Brighton, going
yYou stuck?” “Oh, no, weo's
happy. You don’t mind us .
top of your tree, do vou?”
at all. Make yourself at
voice—“mad, quite mad”:
that the gentleman retired ¢
ber, and the aeronauts .«
ate their suppers ere the;y
again to their destination.

A Pen Sketch

If one may say so, Mr.
not so light as the air in
spends so much of his time. I
he is a very heavily built mar
under medium height, with v
shoulders and a substant
For the rest he is fresh-com
blue-eyed, and not glven §o expr:
opinions in a hurry. But on on.
at least he Is emphatic, angd
that in ten years time aer
be almost as much in
cars today. In busines
member of Messrs. Hedge:
ler, the well known win
whose cellars under Regen
were there long before that thor
fare was planned—the firm i ;
three hundred years old—and in
private office may be seen suc
o5 as the chair in which Mr. Gla
sat when he came to disc >
excise proposals with the fir
a bill first rendered about
of Waterloo, forgotten in those t
lous times, but finally settled b
descendants of the original debtor in
1902.

rir

A

A Loss to Letters

A remarkable member of the liter-
ary -world has just passed away
person of Mr. David Christie M
Mr. Murray was a striking example of
the self-made man for he was the son
of a printer and bookseller of West
Bromwich, and his youthfal educa
was of the scantiest. Afterywor
in the business at home, he joined the
army, but he was never one to be
bound by discipline, and the hard and
fast rules of military life proved ton
‘much for his turbulent spirit.  The
story goes' that on one occasion he
was called over the coals by a pom-
pous officer, whose manner was
brusqueness itself. In receiving
order to “stand to attention,” Murray's
self-possession gave way, and he let
the officer have a taste of his tongue
which resulted in a grim court-mar-
tial. But exceot for his refusal to
submit to anything like oppression, the
late author’s character was most gen-
iial; - Finding the career. of a sgoldicr
unsuited to him, he turned his att
tion to journalism and literature, with
what success all the world knows.
Some of Mr. Murray’s clever short
stories have appeared in the pages of
.M. A. P, and he also contributed to
the “In the Days of-My Youth” ser-
jes. In addition to his literary work,
Mr. Murray found a congenial occupa-
tion in landscape painting, and soms
of his pictures showed true artistic
talent.

an

The Eyes of the World

All eyes are ‘turned towards Xorea
at the present moment, where events
are happening which in all probability
will have a far-reaching influence,
The following, which appeared’ in the
July number of the Independent, be-

fore the abdication, or more correctly |-

speaking, the deposition of the Ilate
Emperor of Korea, is from the pen of
William T, Ellis. Mr, Ellis is.a mem-
ber of the editorial staff of the Phila-
delphia Preéss, and is now in the Ori-
ent, visiting the “Hermit Kingdom”
about which. he writes, Mr. Ellis
commences as follows: ;

There 1is trouble in Korea. That
would be what editors call ‘tunimpor-
tant local news,” were it not for the
fact that the present trouble, like the
smallpox, may spread throughout the
“Land of the Morning Calm,” may
grow to be international war. For it
is within the range of . possibilities
that, with or without desperate-action
by the over-patient top-knots, the
'situation in Korea may be made a
pretext for war by one or more of the
powers unfriendly to Japan—especial-
ly since the Korean Emperor- appears
to be appeaing from his palace-prizon
for such succor. Evyen if.these seri-
ous consequences be escaped, Korca’s
cause will be presented to The Hague
tribunal next spring, and it is worth
while for the world to know ghe
“story” ‘back of the appeal.

The root of all the evil is money.
For centuries Korean office holders
have been “squeezing” the people, un-
til the peasant, who is “the ultimate
sponge,” has had most of the juice of

. virile, aggressive, independent ' man-
hood squeezed out of him. The na-
tion’s history of four'thousand years
has flowered only in hopeless corrup-
tion. The worst municipality in Am-
erica i8 a Sunday school in its politics
alongside of the official life of Korea.

This state of affairs—to look-on ‘the |l

bright side—has taught the people for-
bearance, patience and good nature,
virtues which they did not need. %

Such a nation, considering its geo-
graphical position, could not be other-
wise than 'a fertile field for ‘the in-
trigues of China, Russia and Japan,
all of whom wanted to control the
strategic peninsula and its twelve mil-
lions of people. The court of ‘the
fearful and feeble monarch at Seoul
was and is, within a single year, the
scéne of sufficient plots and counter-
plote to furnish an army of yellow
novelists with material for a decade.
Both Russia and Japan quickly cuff-
ed rheumatic old China out of the
game, and latterly the little people to
the south have bested Russia at in-
trigue, as at arms. So Korea lay at
the mercy of Japan. %

It did not suit the purposes of the
latter, and it would really have been
impolitic, to annex Korea at once. The
Jatter was an independent nation,
having treaties with the great nations

another, Japan’s control increased to:hard—though the Orient should be ac-
'cuswm by this time to the hardships
of g fiscal. values—a uniform
There is
{ talk of the general introduction of ed-
‘ucation, and a beginning really has
sensational | been made, the use of ‘the .Japanese
jaded lover|language being obligatory in most
The Japansee soldiers and po-

the degrée that, in November, 1805,
she offered to Korea a-treaty giving
the actual management of the na-
tion’s affairs over into 'the hands ofl
the Japanese. |

This  incident  was
enouigh to satisfy the most
of blood-and-thynder literature, Mar-
quis Ito, the Japanese residént-gener-

al, who had undertaken the rehabilit- |
ation of Korea, led a company of Jap-|ish and useful in this must be marked
up to Japan’s credit. And always it
ing where sat the Korean King and ! must be borne in mind that, as W. D.
treaty, which, K Stevens, an able and. affable Amert-
{-can, who. for many years has been in
i‘the employ of ‘the Japanese as an ad-
! viser, said to. me in Seoul, the Japan-
They: re-{ese have had to work with an uttér-
ly corrupt and inefficient government.
. situation
!thinks for an instant that Korea is ai

or
~ Shel
im,ust be in leading-strings to some-

anese soldiers into the cabinet meet-

his counselors. This °
practically brings to an end Korea’s
existence as one of the two oldest na-
tions on the earth, was offered to the
King and. cabinet to sign.
fused. The Japanese urged, argued,
cajoled, blustered, threatened—all in
vain. Swords were drawn and recal-
.citrant = ministers were’ threatened
with death. The cablpet meeting was
dissolved and the Japdanese efforts con-
tinued with individuals. - Some of the
weaker men were overcome,

Then Marquis Ito ordered ‘another
meeting, but the prime minister re-
fused to comvene it.
went ahead anyway, without a proper-
1y called cabinet session. The minis-

ter of finance signed, and the prime!try.

minister promptly slapped him in the
face and called. him a traitor. The
prime minister himself never signed
the “treaty”;

ter, under his own seal, ‘'declaring that
he had never signed, and that the
treaty was null and void. From four
distinct and trustworthy sources I
have had assurance, while in  Seoul,
that the 'story really happened as re-
lated above, and that the King iz still
opposed to the Japanese usurpation
of' power. The Japanese officials re-

. fused to let me see the King, although

asked permigsion of Marquis Ito
himself. I was informed by those in
close touch with his majesty 'that he
‘would -be willing and glad to give
audience to an American journalist.
But the King is a prisoner in one of
his own palaces; nobody is allowed ‘to
see him without a Japanese permit.
Yet this very “treaty,” which Japan
proclaimed as genuine (although she
has, since” hedged on the matter’ of
the royal signature), engaged to up-
hold the dignity and authority of the
imperial  household, and to 7re-
spect the autonomy of thé Korean gov-
ernment. Accordifg |to the story
given to the world, Japan's purposes
in Korea are purely missionary. She
is, at great cost to herself, doing &an
altruistic work of civilization.
Certainly she undertook a hard job,
whatever her motive. The railréad
from Fusan to Manchuria has been
built and is in pood running order.
The postoffice is ‘being reorganized by
the Japanese, and will ‘one day, it is
hoped, become as effective as that.in
Japan. After a deal of juggling with

of the earth. But, In one way ard

the "currency, which hit the Koreans

\

neither did the King. !
‘The latter afterward gave out a let-|

Korean coinage is in ‘sight.

‘cases. . y
lice also control the country,

Nobody who knows the

i present capable of any decent
. proper sort of self-govérnmeént.

body for years to come.
Here comes the nub of the story:

}
veloped people.

the friendship of the Korean people;

instead she has allenated them to a

man. In violation of all treaty stipu-
human justice . which the world
holds dear, this nation, nominally in-
dependent, is daily enduring the in-
dignities and ignomies sometimes in-
ficted upon a subjugated race.
American in Korea said to me, “If
Japan would only treat Korea with
half decency nobody would object.

Whatever is creditable and unself-

Korea, despite her shortcomings, de-
| serves the treatment due to human
The Japanese beings, possibly that due t6 an unde-
On the contrary, she
. Is being treated as a conquered coun-
Japan had a rare chance to win

lations, and of those considerations of

As one

The Korean is used to injustice and
can stand a lot of'it; but that is no
reason why he should be treated worse
than a dog.” This' American went on
to, declare, what I have heard stated
a score of times in:different parts of
Korea, that there .is today not a
white man in all the land (except the
adviser to the Japanese government)
who i8 not bitterly opposed to Japan’'s
course, although practically all of
them, until the' close of the Russo-
Japanese war, were ardently pro-Jap-
anese. From- diplomats, business men,
‘professional men, mining engineers
and missionaries, I.have heard a suc-
cession of tirades against the Japan-
ese. Some of these, notably the mis-
sionaries, are sincerely and discreetly
abstaining from 'anything that savors
of political activity; but they quickly
open up to an American and express
themselves in most pronounced terms.
Even the leading Kdreans with whom I
have talked, while they are eating out
their hearts in e bitterness . and
shame of their nation’s wrongs, are
not more intense -in their econdemni-
tion of the Japanese than are. the
white foreignerg. . The business men
among the latter have, in addition, a
personal reason for résentment in that
they say Japan, by unfair means, is
crowding out all interests except Jap-
anese from Xorea and Manchuria.
To be more specific, without at-
tempting to cite the innumerable in-
dividual cases of which I have either
first-hand or other ‘creditable infor-
mation. What is the Japanese con-
duct  complained of? First, I suppose
should be put the imprisonment and
humiliation of the king. Then comeés
the galling substitution of Japanese
for Korean authority, from the police-

man up to the resident general. Ko-
rea is a nation without power, a4l
though enough of her machinery of
government remains to make her a
convenient scapegoat for the Japanese
when called to book by foréigners.

Most direct . and annoying of all
though, is the condfuct of the Japanese
toward the Koreans. We do not treat
Street curs in America as ‘the lowest
Japanese coolie feels frée to treat a
Korean gentleman. Only this morning,
the Japanese. porter carrying my bag
(Koreans are not allowed to ply any
lucrative occupations on" or near the
railways or steamboat landings) want-
ed to pass an elderly Korean, who
stood with his back toward us, in the
railway station, Did the coolie turn
to one side, or ask the other to move?
Not h& with an imprecation, he gave
the man a shove that knocked him out
of the way. That sort of ‘thing is so
general that the sixty thousand Jap-
anese now in Korea are feared by the
twelve million Koreans to the point of
abjectness; for an appeal to Japanesé
official justice seems to bring nothing
but increased trouble.

A Japanese broke into the house of
an English-speaking Korean whom 1
know, because the latter would not sell
his property at the Japanese figure,
and smashed the furniture, ornaments
and a hanging lamp. The Korean, with
another, tied the offender to a
chair and sent for a policeman. When
the latter come the only crime he
would consider was that of “a barbar-
fan's' tying wp a civilized man,” and
he took away as evidence the répe
with whieh the Korean had committed
this heinous offence! Is it any wen-
der, as one of the leading natives in
all Korea said to me, that the vil-

- Let those who aspire to dro;zpa tear

on the grave of Edgar Allan Poe see
to it that they get themselves con-
voyed by Baltimoreans of lineage. For
everybody “as'is anybody” seems to
have at least one family tie with the
old graveyard at Westminster chutrch.

The janitor led the way through
the warm silence of the red-carpeted
church, and so by the pulpit door out
of that seemliness and peace upon a
sight as wild, .as melancholy, and
withal as invincibly picturesque as
the character of Poe himself. Surely
the sickle can never have come upon
the coarse, matted grass that .riots
over that singular, neglected plot.
Out of the jungle of rank weeds and
ranker ivy rose great family tombs in
the style of ancient Egypt—huge py-
lons “with the lotus bud topping the
pillars that guarded the sealed doors,
a pyramid or two full 20 feet high, and
for the rest table-tombs resting crazily

At the Grave of Edgar Allan Poe

on their ancient legs, and scores of
tipsy or prostrate gravestones.

~'While _the speetator stooped his
head to decipher the inscription on a
worn old tomb, the janitor vouch-
safed the fact that the records of the
guaint little burial place are ' lost.
That is to say, since the death of the
old janjtor, nobody knows where the
records are Jlald. - Unless the half-
obliterated inscriptions are soon re-
cut, time will consign the inmates of
these imposing tombs to the ranks of
the unknown dead. The Baltimorean
demurred. ‘“Their descendants - have
no neeéd of inscriptions to guide them,”
said she. “They will not forget. And
are not a good many  Baltimorean
families still interring here?’ - The
janitor nodded, and, turning toward
the church, pointed to the dim recess
beneath it. “A tombd was opened just
‘lately in there.” ' He led the way into

the cellar. - There, quite close to the
f g

door of the modern furnace, he scrap-
ed away the coal from a deep-stained
marble slab and showed us a ring by
which it might be lifted to give access
to the tomb beneatn. The spectator
struggled to adjust his’'mind to ad-
miration of this style of burial, but
signally failed. As he peered about
through the damp darkness of the
place, ‘noting how furnace pipes were
forced to circumvent Egyptian vaults,
and how the shadows. bristled with
gravestones, he could not help think-
ing how Poe¢ would have liked the
place, the eerieness, the mystery, the
antiquity. And when outside he found
the poet's corner and beheld the clean,
clear-cut, modern Httle monument, he
grieved. More than half a century has
passed since Poe was laid to rest and
he had a right to all the dignity of
crumbling stone, moss, lichen and ivy.
Andy behold, the tardy assiduity of
posterity has cheated him.—Outlook.

lagers throughout the country would
rather see the black death enter their
community than a Japanese?

So much of this sort of thing have
I seen with my own eyes, and so thin-
ly-velled has. been' the hostility and
insolence of the lower class Japanese
toward myself and all other foreign-
ers, that, bearing in mind the repeated
assaults upon white men known 'to me,
I have gone armed daily, for_ the first
time in my life. Yet the word that is
ever passing among the foreigners is,
“Don’t pay any attention to insolence
and insults, and do not hit back un-
less your life is.:endangered.” The
self-conceit, arrogance and license of
the Japanese in Korea knows no
bounds. Nor can the government
which so completely controls the peo-
ple in Japan, truthfully disclaim re-
sponsibility for this state of affars.

From all parts of the country come
reports of the foreible dispossession of
Koreans from their homes in order
that they may be occupied by the
Japanese. “Military necessity,” has
been the convenient pretext wunder
which thousands of acres have been
seized . without :compensation, and
thousands of Koreans compelled ‘to
work without pay. And military oper-
ations, on a large scale, really are in
evidence in many parts of the land.

I have seen small cities where al-
most the entire business section has
been taken possession of by the Jap-
anese. Eyen the wealthy have exhibit-
éd to me the same terror which pos-
sesses the poor, namely, that the Jap-
anese will seize their lands and homes.

One American friend of the natives|

showed me a bundle of deeds to houses
and lands that were three feet in cir-
cumference. The deeds were done up
in packages, of whiech I counted forty-
four; the aggregate of individual docu-
ments must have been more than two
hundred. These have all been
brought to the American for safety by
alarmed Koreans, and he has bought
them for a penny apiece. Thus far, a
foreigner’s ownership of real estate
has been usually respected, and the
natives have turned over their proper-
ty in this manner in order to keep it
out of Japanese hands, hoping for the
day when security for life and pos-
sessions will come to Korea.

Japan’'s conduct in Korea, as any
traveler may see it (though travelers
seem to Pe far less weltome in this
picturesque country since Japan gain-
ed control than they are in Japan it-
self), is such as to afford the best ma-
terial for a new. Zola to arise and
startle civilization with a “J’accuse!”
For instance, /it is undeniable that up
north the military—whether officially
or unofficially matters not—quartered
their female camp followers upon the
natives, with such scandalous results
that the church officials compelled the
Korean Christians to abandon ‘their
homes rather than to endure and wit-
ness the demoralizing use that was be-

Centred on Japan and Korea

that the Japanese have put into high
places some of the worst rascals in
that choice collection ‘of superlativ
rogues, the Korean office holders, thus
making ludicrous her pretence of ‘“re-
form.”

‘While I was in Korea the story was
published and later authenticated, t
a young Japanese had tried to forc
an old Korean out of his home.
latter refused to give up his ancestral
habitation. Thereupon the Japanes:
set upon him and beat him, tied @
beam to his shoulders, weighted it
with stones, and then strung him to
the eaves of his dwelling, where he
died in agony. When the murdered
man’s son returned and discoverco
the crime, he and some friends sta -
ed in pursuit. The murderer flcd
across a river; the avenger, with a
knife in his teeth, swam after him
The fugitive was caught and killed,
and—remember that Korea is in the
Orient, with immemorial customs—
the heart and liver of the criminal
were offered as a sacrifice to the spirit
of Korea. Of course, that was wrong-
one crime never justifies another; but
the deterrent effect will doubtless 1»
greater than the example made of
other Japanese slayer of a K-
who was sentenced to an impricon: L
of two years! The instance is one ik
several reported of late which would
seem to indicate that, driven to bay,
the long submissive Koreans are deS;
perately refusing to play the role of
“dumb. driven cattle.”

ing ‘made of them. Everybody knows

Will Korea’s day ever come again’
Is Japan going to succeed in her a
parent purpose of eliminating the I
reans, as she once eliminated t19
Ainus, and as the white men e
ed the North American I
Whence is help to come for the
Korean, who, while He lacks the «
terprise  and self-confidence of
Japanese, is in certain important
spects his pronounced superior? i
present afflictions, by the way,
really waking up the Korean's dorn
qualities. Some Koreans are lool
hopefully to the meeting of The H:
tribunal next spring. Others ex
that Russia, when rehabilitated,
make common cause with her, o1
Germany will express her belief i1
“yvellow peril” doctrines of J'Jnj.
William by coming to the help of
sen, Still others, more f;xr-;f-
point out that Japan’'s conduct in I
rea, of which China must be per!
aware, will prevent the Japqn.‘:sn 1
ever getting a foothold in China. :
may eventually lead Korea’s anc
suzerain to reclaim her former
pendency. Foreigners seem to thi:
thdt an enlightened and aroused pu’
opinion in Great Britain and Amer
will do what force of arms ma
for Japan cares more for ti
opinion of civilization than
other power. Succor for poc
surely will come from some qu
for the unendurable cannot be int
minable,
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