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Legislative
- Assembly

Animated Discussion on McGill
University Bill — Opposition
by Victoria Members,

Cancellation of Plans Act Aand
Consolidation of Lends Act
Before Housf.

P

Another Important Amendment
to Midway and Vernon
Raliway Act.

Tuesday, February 6, 1906.
T two o'clock p.m. the House met,
and after prayers by the Rev. F.
T. Tapseott, Mr. Macgowdn pre-
sented the third report from the
railway committee, as follows:—

Mr, Speaker: Your select standing
committee on railways beg ledve to re-
port as follows: - The preamble: proved
of a bill intituled An Act to incorporate
the Southern Okanagan Railway Com-
pany; a bill intituled. An Act fo incor-
xg)rate the British Columbia Central
‘Railway Company. :

The report was received.

; Bills :

On the motion of Mr. Williams, a bill
intituled A &t to amend the Master
and Servant Act, was introduced, read
a first time and ordered to be read a
second time tomorrow.

The Hon. Mr. Wilson presented the
‘Annual Report of the Police, Gaols and
Juvenile: Reformatory of the proyince
for the year ending October 31, 1905.

A bill intituled An Act to amend the
Dyking Assessments Adjustment Act,
1905, was read a third time and passed.

The report on a bill intituled An Act
to Ratify an Agreement which has been
arrived at between the Dominion and
Provincial governments, respecting the
‘Western Boundary of the Rallway Belt,
was adopted. Third readine tomorrow.

A bill intituled An Act to incorporate
The Royal Institution for the Advance-
ment of Learning of British ‘Columbia,
was commmitted. Progress reported.
Committee to sit again tomorrow.

The ‘Hon. Mr. Fulton presented a re-
port showing the number and names and
rensidences of all game wardens and
deputy game wardens appointed by the
~overnment, and the remuneration each
receive from the government.

A bill intituled An Act to incorporate
the ‘British Columbia Northern and Alas-
ka Railway Company, was read a sec-
ond time.

To be committed tomorrow.

Debate on McGill

The House went into committee on the
bills . affecting the establishment of a
branch of McGill university at the coast.

. J. R, Brown in the chair.

Mr. Stuart Henderson (Yale) objected
that no provision was made for the pro-
vincial government fo nominate to the
board of governors. He also thought
graduates
mitter. He thought it was not desirable
to allow a“close corporation ‘to control
the appointmeht of the board in its en-
tirety.? The  governof in eouncil should
have a‘say,” .. :

Hon. Mr. Fulton pointed out that
there was no_proposal before the House
for government aid and therefore they
had no “locus -standi”’ to -insist on rep-
resentation beyond the minister and sup-
erintendent of education.

Mr. Henderson urged that the gav-
ernment was making this a provineial
institution by putting this legislation fro-
ward and therefore should have some
voice in the control.

Mv? Hawthornthwaite (Nanaimo) said
he was in hearty accord with Mr. Hen-

. derson. This measure might not provide
for provincial aid, but it for 4 long time
took the place of a provincial mniversity
and made the realization of that scheme
impossible; on that account he thought
the member for Yale had stated a good
point. If aid was not sought this year
it would be next.

Hon. Chas. Wilson thought the. bill
pvent as far as necessary at present,

Mr. J. A. Macdonald thought ~the
measure was a private bill to.all intents
and purposes. -

Hon. Mr. Fulton claimed that the
bill did not stand in the way of a pro-
wvincial act. 2

Hon. Mr. McBride asked Mr. Hen-
derson how he would propose to elect a
representative board of governors. Hos-
pital boards had been elected in the same
manner as provided for by this bill with-
out any difficulty or hardship.

Mr. Henderson asked that the commit- |

tee :djourn and ‘- further consider the
point. i

Mr. R. Hall (Victoria) had his doubts
about this bill; it was drawn by a very
fine hand; he thought he detected the fine
Italian hand of the President of the
Council.  If the province endorsed this
bill now it might find later that other
institutions' of learning were barred out.

Hon. Mr. McBride, assured the House

that there was no intenfion on the part
of the government to give any institution
a monopoly. McGill was the only uni-
wersity - which had made any overtures
and in the interests of the province he
“felt that it was: their duty to accept.
et ~did so-leaving the-
for all other universities. '
_ Mr. Hall disclaimed any intention to
decry the high status of McGill, but he
wanted to forestall a position in which
}hte_province might find itself tied up
later.

‘Hon: F, Carter-Cotton said he had no
“ml-__riere pensee” in connection with the
ill.

‘Mr. Hall—I see your_name on it
though. (Lauyghter.) i

Hon. Mr. Cotton said that this was
?mctica]ly a private bill, but the great

mportance of the subject had so im-
pressed the government that they had
decided to make it a government meas-
ure. He anticipated no future difficulty;
ithere would be no monopoly and no ex-
elusive support. The door would be ladt
wide open for any other institution to
evome in. He thought, however, that
MecGill was the only university likely to
¢ome from the outside, It was the only
independent organization with large pri-
wate endowments, and therefore the only
one able to branch out beyond the con-
fines- of its own provinee. The only
ground on which the province could asg
for a voice in the selection of governors
awas that it was prepared to give firan-
~eial aid, and that conclusion was at
Jeast premature.  To ask for a voice was
_tantamount to admitting financial lia-
bility. It was time to do this when pub-
“lie funds ‘were asked for.

Mr. J. H. Hawthornthwaite was not
at all satisfied. He did not think the
interests of the province ‘were sufficiently
groteeted. He would like to see these
higher institutions of learning establish-
ed throughout the province as free as
_the public schools. It was not yet tco
Jate for the government 'to set aside
‘some part of the public domain for this
veéry purpose. : i
. Mr. John Oliver rose to a point of
6rder. Was this pertinent to the sub-
ject under discussion. Vi

“

i

should have a voice in- the

wide open-

Mr, J. R. Brown, the chairman, said
that while- every reasonable latitud=s
should be allowed, he thought the hon!
member was wandering a little too far
from the subject.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite sat down,

Amendment Moved

Mr. J. A. Macdonald moved an am-
endment to clause 8 which was accepled
by Hon. Mr. Fulton to the effect that
Me@Gill university should only take over
control of high school education witn
the specific consent of the governor in
council first obtained in each case. He
also moved to strike' out the words
“Royal Institution of Learning” -wher-
ever they occur and substitute the words
“MeGill University.” His objection to
the original ‘clause was that it took cer-
tain powers out of the hands of the
school trustees and the education depart-
ment and he urged that the control of
the department should be maintained.

Hon. Mr. Fulton and Hon. F. Carter-
Cotton both concurred. ;

Mr. Hawthornthwaite pointed out that
the government was disclaiming™ any
special interest in the bill, but they pro-
posed in clause 8 to hand over the higher
education of the province.

Mr. Henderson said that no such pow-
er could be given except from year to
year as school trustees were elected an-

‘nually.

Hon. F. Carter-Cotton said he strongly
opposed any curtailment of munici al
control, but the bill did not aim at that,
why give MecGill more than they asked,
if they were content td'come in’ on these
terms why not let them come? They
came 'with gifts in-their hands, why re-
fuse them?, He looked for the highest
results to tHe province and the greatest
benefits from this measure.

Mr. MeNiven (Victoria) objected to the
power given to McGill under this bill to
take over willy nilly any high school in
the province, and with it the grant.

Hon. F. Carter-Cotton said they could
only do so by agreement with each board
of trustees and not compulsorily, in each
case it would be a matter of bargaining.

Mr. McNiven objected to the principle
of placing any seetion of the public edu-
cation under the control of a private
corporation; it was, opposed to the first
principles of responsible government.

Thg committee then reported.

Other Bills

On the seeond reading of a bill intitul-
ed An Act relating to the: Transfer of
Land, and to provide for the Registra-
tion of Titles to Land, Hon. Chas. Wil-
son said that the principle of the bill
was explained in clause 74, which reads

“74. No instrument executed after and
taking effect after the first*day of July,

, and no instrument executed before
the- said first day of July, 1905, to take
effect after the said day, purporting to
ltranisfer, charge, deal with or affect
land, or any estate or interest therein
(excent a leasehold interest in posses-
sion for a.termn mnot exceeding three
years,) shall pass any estate or interest,
either at law or in equity, in such land
until the same shall be registered in com-
pliance with the provisions of this act,
but such instrument shall confer on the
person benefited thereby, and on those
claiming through or under him, whether
by descent, purchase, or otherwise, the
right to apply to have the same regis-
tered. 1905, c. 31, s. 45.”

There ‘was nothing new or startling in
the bill, it being a consélidation of exist-
ing statites, but in the Jatter part of fhe
clanse and aimed at preventing vendors
of land evading the payment of fees in-
curred by securing an indefeasable title.
Vendons had been in the habit of\switch-
ing. from e system to-dnother"bht that
'was not “fair and it must be prevented.:
Otherwise there was no néw matter in
the bill and he.did not think it .necessary
to ask for a committee to conmsider its
previsions as was done last year.

The .second reading passzed.

_On the second reading of the aet in-
tituled An Act respecting the ecancella-
tion and amendment of Plans; Hon..R.
F. Green said this was a bill to enable
sixty per cent. of the owners of lot in
any abandoned township to ‘make ap-
plication for the cancellation of the
plans and on title being properiy investi-
gated the application might be granted,
and the annual tax of $25 would taere-
upory be waived. -

Mr. John Oliver thought the proposal
did not sufficiently protect the 40 per
cent. whose rights-might be extinguished
on the application of 60 per cent. of the
owners even without their knowledge.
So many land owners in townSites were
absentees and might not hear of the ap-
plication. He suggested 70 ﬁer cent. as
an adequate protection.

Hon. Chas. Wilson thought 60 per
cent. was sufficient, a higher percentage
would  only increase the difficulty in
dealing with abandoned townships of
which there were quite a number.

The Attorney-General promised to re-
draft clause 8 and the committee re-
ported progress.

The House
o’clock today.

Notices of Motion

On Thursday next—The  Hon. Mr,
Wilson to ask leave to introduce a bill
intituled’ An Act to amend the Coal
Mines Regulation Act.

On Friday next—Dr. Young to ask
leave to introduce a bill intituled An Act
to amend the Placer Mining Act, R. S.
1897, chap 36.

On Thursday next—The Hon. Mr.
Fulton to ask leave to introduce a bill
intituled An Act further to ameund the
Vancouver General Hospital Act, 1902.

On 'Thursday next—The Hon. Mr.
Fulton to ask leave to introduce a bill
intituled An Act'to amend the Statutes
and Journals Act. >

On Thursday next—Mr. Cameron<to
ask leave to introduce a bill intituled
An Act to amend the Municipal Elec-
tions Act.

By Mr. Hall, on Thursday next—That
an ohder of the House be granted for
a return of all correspondenece, papers
and documents between the government,
or any member thereof, and McGill Col-
lege or University, or any officer or mem-
‘ber or members of the same, or any other
person or persons, in any way relating
to the establishing in this province of a
university or college in affiliation with
‘McGill College. i

On the second reading of theé' Midway
& Vernon Railway bill Mr. J. H. Haw-
tnornthwaite will move the following
amendment after section 4:

“PThat this act shall not come into
force or effect unless all wages now due
to workmen employed on construction
work by the said Midway & Vernon
Railway Company shall have been paid
in full' on or before the 28th day of
February, 1906.”

The following is the full text of Mr.
Davidson’s bill to limit the .hours of
work in smelters to eight in every twen-
ty-four: An Act Regulating Hours of
Labor in certain Industries.

His Majesty, by and with the adwice
and consent of the Legislative Assembly
of the province of British Columbia, en-
-acts as follows:

1. This act may be cited as the Labor
Regulati Act, 1906.

2. No/person shall be employed i or
about any smelter, sorting, hauling, re-
moving or smelting ores or matte in any
stage of preparation, for a longer period
than eight hours ,in any twenty-four.

3. Any owner, agent or manager, or
anyone acting on their behalf, employ-
ing any workman or person in contraven-
tion of this act; shall be lidble to a pen-
alty not exceeding one hundred dollars

then adjourﬁed to two

nor less than twenty dollars for each

xWorl-xman or person so employed, and

any workman or person so working for
a longer period than specified in section

'2 of this act shall be fiable to a penalty

not exceeding one hundred dollars nor
less than twenty dollars.

4. Twenty-four hours, for the purpose
of this Act, shall mean from midnight
to midnight. g

5. This act shall come-into force on
the first day of March, 1907.

Legislative Notes
_ Most 9f the time of yesterday’s ses<
sion was occupied in contravening the
time-honored proverb that “one should
not look a gift horse in the mouth.” In
snite of the horrid accents and: plaus-
ible arguments of the .President of the
Council the rising of the committee left
a sectfon of the House unconvinced on
the merits of/the MeGill University bill
and protests against? certaim features
were bath loud and long. The chief pro-
testors were the two members for Vic-
toria, Messrs. McNiven and Hall, and
the member for Nanaimo. Their.objec-
tions covered the ground that  there
should be a larger government repre-’
sentation on the board” of governors to
prevent control passing into the hands of
a private corporation and that-it was
a dangerous’ principle to allow any uni-
versity to. assume -control, at its will, of
the high school course in the. province.
To these objections the Hon. ¥. Carter-
Cotton, who assumed control of the mea-’
sume, replied that as MeGill was finding.
all :the mioney, and was:not ing “the’
government for any-financial aid f&fer—
tainly would ‘be altogether wrong=té at:
tempt to dietate as to the board of-man-
agement., If they did>so the -obvious
reply. would be an invitation:to assume,
some responsibility. The other obpection:
was, he thought, well founded, and the
government accepted an: amendment of
Mr. J. A. Macdonald and drafted a new

‘clause giving -the governor: in couneil

authority - to decide what high schools
should pass under the control of the,
university, subject in every case, to the
rights of municipalities.

Another important amendment to the |

Midway & Vernon Railway bill will be
moved by Mr. Hawthornthwaite requir-
ing all wages in arrear to be paid be-
fore the 28th inst: It is understood that
something like $100,000 is due to work-
men and that unless the measure before
the House passes their clraned of getting
it is very remote, the New York finan-
ciers refusing to pay if the provinqial
subsidy is not continued. On this point
it may be noted that the effect of Hon.

Mr. MecBride’s amendment reported yes- |

terday is to continue the charter, but not
the subsidy. ¢ -4

VERDICT OF THE
CORONER’S JURY

Capt. of Valencia Fxonerated in |

.Inqu s on Bodies Held
Yesterday.

The ‘inquest to inquire into the cause
of the death of Wm. Sibley and others
who lost their® lives in the Valencia
wreck was concluded
Coroner Hart.

In fthe forenoon two witnesses were |

examined, Capt. Ferris and T. J. Mec-

Carthy. .The, former, who.was on board |,

the "Salvor, gave evidence as to the do-
ings of that. yessel. while he wq_s_ggln.
board and also of the' réscue pafty” sént
out from the Salver to assist the sur-
vivors to come in over the trail.

The Boatswain’s Evidence

Boatswain McCarthy, in his ‘evidence

stated that after the vessel .str\,lck all thej~
officers went around assuring the pas-J

sengers that they were all right. Rock-
ets were set off. In so doing the captain
had two of his fingers blown away. The
captain asked him if he' would take
charge of a boat to try to get ashore
and he did. ‘They got away from the
vessel in safety, and after they passed
the breakers they called back to those
on board and they were responded to by
cheering. Witness then deseribed the
working of the boat till he made a lang-
ing near Pachena bay and their efforts
to get assistance after they reached the
shore. After landing they found it im-
possible to return to the wreck, owing to
the condition of the trail and also be-
cause the sea was dashing over “the
beach. At the time the vessel struck
the sea wag very rough; he.saw four
boats lowered, but only one got away.
Before going in the boat he was order-
ed by the captain to get a 5 in¢h line
ready to try and get it ashore, : .
Afternoon Session

On resuming after lunch the first wit-
ness to be ghlled was Second Officer Pet-
erson, whose evidence was similar to
that given by him' before the Dominion
enquiry.

Chief Cook Hancock was also called
and gave evidence as to the launching
of the life raft. He minutely describ-
ed their action in doing the work, and
said that he went personally to the lady
passengers and asked them if they wish-
ed'to go on the raft, but they all refused
even some of his assistants refused.
After the raft wds launched they hovered
near the wreck for a few minutes to see
if any others were <coming but none
came, which made a party of ten on
the raft. They sighted the Queen but
failed to attract her -attention and it
was so cold that one of those on the raft
died. and they put him overboard. After
a time Rolf and Keating went out of
their minds and jumped overboard, and
thtee others died on the raft, which
brought the total down to four, all of
whom were eventually saved. The sea
was very rough when the vessel struck,
and on Tuesday it was worse, Wednes-
day was not as bad as Tuesday.

Complet of Evid

This concluded his evidence, and Cor-
oner_ Hart - informed the jury that if
they wished any -other witnesses he
would call then, !

It was decided by the jury that they
had all the evidence required, and after
a short disecussion they brought in the
following verdict:

“We find that Wm. Sibley and others
canme to their death on the West Coast
of Vancouver Island on the 23rd or 24th
of January -from drowning or exposure
subsequent to the stranding: of the
steamship Valancia and further that no
blame can be attached to Captain John-
son after the ship stranded, as from the
evidence he did all in his power for the
comfort and safety- of his passengers
and crew.” | -

S
RUSSIA AND FINLAND.

Revelations Concerning.Importations of
Arms by the Finns.

St. Petersburg, Feb. 6—The Novoe
Vremya today continued its revela-
tions in regard to the importations of
arms into Finland. The . paper de-
clared it had evidence that the radical
organization in Finland was preparing
for open war in support of the next
outbreak of the Russian revolutionists.
Not ‘only were. well-armed infantry
forces being drilled, but horses were
being trained for cavalry and artillery
gervice, and shells for field artillery
were being imported.’ \

5

yesterday before:|

More Eviden
On the Wreck

_Continuation of Valencla En-
quiry at the Court House
. Yesterday.
Inspectors Decline to Admilt
- Vessel Was:a Properly
Equipped One.

Cap!; Gaudin to -submlt Coples
of Telegrams Giving First
Word of Disaster.

OUR - wit@esses .were. examined

{. vesterday By the . commission ap-

pointed by ;the Peminion govern-

©. .ment. to .enquiré into the wreck
of . the.. stéamer Valencia.- .At the
m“% h; #07 A Thomson, in-
spector of boilers, and Captain Bichard
Choilister, indpéetor of hulls, gave evi-
dénce : connectedi with the inspection
of. the -illfated’ Steamer and its life-
saving apparatus... - Captain Collister
in "the course of his testimony de-

department stated that
n ship was in the con-
2 officials of the
country under whose |flag the ship
operated. Mr. Thoms submitted a
eopy of the' certificate (that had been
which/ he told
the commissioners was givel
old regime.

Further questioned by Mr. Lugrin,
withess said that the certificate issued
to an American vessel did not go fur-
ther~than aceepting the American in-
spection. - His examination was suffi-
clently thorough to _make it plain
whether . the United States official’s
sighature was ~worth its face value,
and it had been complete regardless
of the American. inspectors.

Replying to "questions by Mr. Mc-
Phillips, Captain Thomson said his
duties were confined to the inspection
of the engine room. He explained his
interpretation of the government’s in-
téention in the adoption of a policy of
reeiprocity in connection with the issu-
ance of inspection certificates, and he
held it was not placing Canada in a
secondary position to the United
States.

Captain Richard Collister was next
called. He is inspector of hulls. He,
too, had inspected the Valencia at the
same, time as

The .American Inspectors

and: hdd carefully examined the hull,
boats, lifespregervers and the ship’s
equipment. - He described the number
and condition of the boats, which were
equipped according to regulation. The
boats at the time of inspection had
bden tested and placed in the water,
and were tight. The witness had also

specified

>

o ‘Th¢ New Minister éfjlplqnvd Revenue

e A E r

HON. W. TEMPLEMAN.

‘Victoria’s Representative in the Cabinet

clined to give any direct opinion as to
whether he considered that the vessel
had been as ‘thoroughly equipped with
safeguards as 'was necessary.

During the 'a.ttern.oon Frank Connors,
a waiter, and!Thoméas Shields, seaman,
two- of the survivors of the crew, were
on the stand. Both gave interesting
recitals. regdrding . the foundering of
the vessel, and stated that there had
been- no panic on board, neither was
anyone  intoxicated, and that every
effort was made ‘to care for the
women and children .passengers of the
Valencia. ; :
During the examination of Witness
Shields,  Mr. McPhillips, counsel for
the provificial government, attempted
to have placed on the.records a state-
ment made by the witness that after
his arrival at Cape Beale lighthouse
about 3 p. m. and 3

Information of the Disaster

had been ,telegraphed ‘to Victoria, no
reply, as far as he was aware, had
come back that assistance was being
sent, for over five hours—or until he
went to bed.that night. On advice of
Mr.. Lugrin, of counsel for the federal
authorities, the commissioners declined
to allow the statement to go in the
evidence, as being immaterial to the
investigation.

. Captain . Gaudin stated to counsel
that it was he who received the tele-
gram. advising ‘of the wreck, and that
he sent no  reply until after prepara-
tions had been made for the despatch
of rescue ‘vessels.! The commissioner
said he was prepared to submit copies
of the telegrams. The question evoked
for a short time an animated discus-
sion béetween counsel, in which Mr.
Lawson, for the Pacific Coast Steam-
ship Company, alsoé-took part, telling
the commissionérs that as he repre-
sented the witness, he declined to have
the answer to Mr. McPhillips question
made a part of the records, as being
immaterial to the investigation. The
discussion terminated by counsel for
the province declining to take the re-
sponsibility for the answer he ‘wanted
being expunged from the evidence, at
which: Captain Gaudin promptly agreed
to ‘shoulder it.

Previous to taking evidenée at the
opening of the morning session, C. H.
Lugrin, for the Domihion government,
stated that the commission was to be
as thotough as possible in enquiring
into the causes.of the wreck and casu-
alties therefrom as the evidence ob-
tainable made practicable:

The first witness called was J. A.
Thomson, inspector of boilers. Wit-
ness- said  that the Valencia was last
inspected by him on April 27 at Seattle,
when .the - American = inspectors also
made a very

Careful, Examination
The United Statés officials and himself
had. worked - together, examining the
boilers internally and externally, and
testing their strength by means of
pressure. The American officials’ tests
were accepted and the certificates is-

closely examined the .bulkheads and
sluices. ~The Valencia, he said, had
three life rafts. It was not compul-
sory under the Dominion regulations ito
carry life rafts. He had found the
rowlocks, plugs, etc., in good order.

In answer to a - question by Mr.
Lugrin as to regulations mentioning
the inspection of rafts, Captain Collis-
ter interpreted this as meaning that
carrying rafts was discretionary. If
they were; however, on board, it re-
quired him to inspect them.

The captain pointed out the differ-
ence in make and relative qualities of
life-preservers, and said that the cork
ones were more buoyant than the tulle
ones. He said he would not pass a
preserver of granulated cork.

Respecting - ‘bulkheads. witness said
that if the hull had been punctured
well forward the ship might have kept
afloat in deep water, providing the
sluices had been closed. He declined
to answer the guestion as to whether
he considered that the vessel had been
as thoroughly equipped with safeguard
appliances as necessary. The steamer
had as many bulkheads as the

Average Vessel of Her Class

To_Mr. McPhillips Captain Collister
re-affirmed that his examination had
béen entirely distinct from that con-
ducted by the American officials. He
had issued a 12-month certificate. The
Valencia was licensed to carry 128
saloon, 12 second and 146 steerage pas-
sengers. There were six life-buoys,
the specifications of which he gave.
The boats carried masts and sails and
a can of coal oil. 'He had not noted if
there was any vegetable or animal oil
on them.

Mr. McPhillips then quoted from sec-
tion 30, sub-section ‘(e) of the regula-
tions, which reads as follows: “With
one gallon of vegetable or animal oil
and a vessel of an approved pattern
for distributing it in the water in rough
weather.”” He asked why witness had
not complied with - that section.

The witness thought he had done all
in- his power. He-had taken note of
the can among the boat’s equipment.

Replying to questions about the tule
life belts, the witness said the tule belt
had been submitted to the board of
steamboat inspectors about 15 or 20
years ago. The board was composed,
so far as Victoria was concerned, of
Hdward Adams, Captain Thomson'gd,
himself.

An, aceount of a test to which the
tule preserver had been subjected was
submitted to witness. It stated that a
belt of that material, weighing 4 1bs.
3 ozs., had been placed in ‘the water
with 38 1bs. of lead attached. An addi-
tional weight up to 50 lbs. had sunk the
belt a distance of 6 feet under water.
It remained there 24 hours, at the ex-
piration of which time it was found to
weigh 13 1bs. 4 oz. and to be capable
of upholding 28 lbs. without sinking.
As the average weight of the human
body in the water-‘is 5 lbs., the conten«

tion was that the tule preserver was

L kmy clovic when the ‘ship
[ Board e Swede STphe

‘| the starboard side of the vessel

2qual, if not superior, to the cork.

Captain Collister agreed with this,
remarking that the test only bore out
his experience.

Mr. Lawson requested the statement
to be placed/in the evidence, which-was
done. i

This completed: the morning session,
and adjournment was made till 2 p.m.

Afternoon Session

On the resumption in the afternoon
of the.investigation, Frank Connors, a
waiter, ‘was| the first witness called.
He related the story of the wreck, the
Valencia striking on the rocks and the
assistance he was able to render the
distressed passengers on board. His
station was at No. 4 boat, but on his
arrival there he found that the boat
had gone. He recited an incident of
one of the passengers going overboard
and the attempt to rescue him. The
witness- next told of the wgathering of
cold foods and preserves to feed the
passengers and’ crew on the wreck that
night. . Next day the menu consisted
of hard tack, condensed milk and
water. He recounted . the. attempt
made to get lines ashore, only one of
which landed safely. The Greek fire-
man; Segalos, had made a brave,
though inefficient, attempt to swim
ashore. The witness recited at length
the trip on the life raft, the deaths at
gea, and .the landing on the island and
his subsequent rescue by an Indian
and two of the Salvor's crew.

To Commissioner Gaudin—There were

Two Boat Drills

on the ptevious trip. The only order
I heard was ‘“All hands on deck,”
which means to go to stations. I did
not know the men at my boat. The
captain was in eharge of my boat.
The eléectric lights went out and
could not recognize the crew—only the
voice of the chief cook.. When I ar-
rived at my station the boat had gone.
There was no panic that I could sece.
I heard only the cries of the drowning.
I was down below when the call came
for volunteers. The only boat I saw
was one on the starboard side, lit by
the electric searchlight. It was sor
dark I could hardly see my hand be-
fore me. When we left on the fi
raft there were 40 to 60 people
board, in the rigging and on the hurri-
cane deck. I could not tell the num-
ber‘in the rigging;  there was quite a
number. The raft was in the breakers
and the sea was breaking over the
ship. I'm not in a position to say
whether life boats could have rendered
assistance, but I do mot think so, judg-
ing by the action of the raft. Either
tide or undertow took the raft out.
There were ten on my raft, and only
four Survived. We left three bodies
on the raft and three had disappeared.
I was left behind on Turret or Turtle
Island. An Indian and two of the
Salvor's crew took me off. I received
good treatment on the Salvor. Did
not think it impossible to be rescued
by life boat.

To Commissioner' Newcombe—I put
life preservers on the women. The

Boats Were All Away
from the ship when I got on deck.

I went on deck about three minutes
after the order was given to go on
deck, and my boat had gone, witness
replied to Mr. Lugrin, The only in-
structions I received were contaiped
in written notices, except at the fire
drills. 2 % -

‘To Mr.’ McPhillips—I was a waiter.
The time: swds three minutes to-12 by
strucky - On
; dA o ~“othef. irliiilt‘f;l's‘
bestded™myself, who saw that a e
people “were out of their staterooms.

‘| The women were standing by the rall,

and they were told it was their last
chance to get on the life raft, but they
declined. A life raft will live where a
life boat won’t. I mean an ordinary,
life ‘boat like -we -have aboard the ship.
Only the: boatswain’s boat got' away
successfully.
The
raft was-made ready the day before.
We “jumped overboard to reach 'the
raft. The, women -would deubtless
have béen lowered on the raft by a line
or have doné 'as the men had to—
jumped.

The commissioner interruptéd the
questioning by Mr. McPhillips as being
too absurd and not necessary.

Continuing his evidence, the witness
said to Me. McPhillips:  The first time
I saw the Salvor was on Wednesday.
There were, no boats left on board on
which to. get out to the rescue ships.
There was nothing on board to get out
in. There- was no intoxication, no
breaking into .the bar or any assaults
on passengers. There was no insan-
ity, no.hunger or thirst up to the time
I left the ship.

Question of Life Preservers

To Mr. Lawson—Tné& Valencia had
both cork and tule preservers. 'Igave
out both kinds. Life preservers were
kept in every stateroom.

Thomas Shields was next called. He
was a sailor on the Valencia and knew
nothing of navigation.

His narrative of events was as fol-
lows: Was in. my bunk on night of
wreck. When she struck I "went on
deck. The steamer seemed to be going
astern. We waited for orders from the
boatswain and got the covers off of No.
6 boat, and lowered her to the rail. : Pas-
sengers got in and boat was safely
cleared from steamer. 1 next,went to
No. 4 boat when the Valencia took a big
list. ‘I went up on the house and thought
we had landed high and -dry on beach.
This was at night. Next day the boat-
swain asked me to join a volunteer crew
to man the.work boat. We lowered onr
boat safely and finally got out to sea.
It was the getting away that was eo
dangerous. It was about 9 o’clock when
we left—Tuesday morning—and at noon
the sea got worse. We tried to make a
landing on the beach but could not on
account of the surf. We saw an island
and made for it—a big comber lifted tlle
boat and landed us on the heach. -We
took the -equipment out of the boat and
decided to go back to the ship by the
beach. We saw a shack and a notice
§2yat it was three miles off Cape Beale.

e

... Found a Small Trail

and next the telegraph wire and follow-
ed it to Cape Beale. From there notifi-
cation was sent to Victoria. We want-
ed -to go back but could not until the
next day at 3 o'clock. We started on
the trail and went to Bamfield Creek
and were put on one of the steamers.

To the Commissioners=The boat we
had was not the last to leave the ship.
Boat No. 6 was loaded but I ecannot
say if it had any of the ship’s crew in
her. I saw none of the other boats go-
ing off as 1 was busy at my own. The
shin was fitted with ordinary davits. 1
belonged to No. 6 boat and helped lower
her. She ‘got away safely. The boat
held 10 or 12 people.

The witness then described the” appli-
ances for lowering the boats.

He had joined the Valencia three days
before she sailed north from San Fran-
ciseo. The equipments were all in the
boats, including the plugs. There was
no panic on board, nor trouble resolting
from drinking. 1 left the 'ship about
nine o’clock Tuesday morning and ar-
rived at Cape <Bale lighthouse about
three. o’clock.

“It wag not practicable to render as-
sistance by boat from the sea,” said the

We left on the raft from |

Preparing for
Russian Elections

Hordes of the Empire to Exer-
cise Franchise for the
First Time,

National Assembly Wil Meet in
Capitel-on the 28th
April.

St, Petersburg, Feb. 6,—The elections
of the national assembly are fixed for
April 7. The opening session will take
place April 28. April 7 is the feast of
the annunciation, one of the great Rus-
sian holidays. The three weeks’ inter-
val between the elections and the con-
vocation of the natiomal assembly is the
shortest time in which the representa-
tives from Siberia and other remote lo-
calities should arrive here. The local
anthorities have the privilege of ‘be-t
ginning the preliminary elections to
choose delegates to the electoral college-
ges as soon as the registration lists are
completed. “

Work on the Tauride where sessions
of the national assembly will be held is
being pushed night ard day by a dou-
ble force of men, in order to have it
ready in time for the convocation.
Martial Law Still Continues

Recognizing the advantage of holding
the elections under normal conditions,
the cabinet yesterday evening discussed
the question of abolishing martial law in
view of the greater security prevailing
throughout the empire, but it was de-
cided that this would be premature, as
the country s far from being quiet,
armed revolution still smouldering in the
Baltic provinces and the Caucasus ready
to flare up at the slightest opportunity.
In addition agrarian disorders prevail
in several districts notably in the gov-
ernment of Saratoff, where the estate of
the minister of justice, M. Akymoff, was
plundered and burned yesterday.

The constitutional democrats and the
constitutional monarchist federation are
campaigning on practical business lines
following so- far as possible American
and English methods. They have open-
ed schools for speakers and are distrib-
uting literature and holding meetings.

GUILTY OF PERJURY,

Mrs. Esther Jones Admits Charge at
Vancouver and Asks Mercy.

Vancouver, Feb. 6.—After a trial
lasting two days Judge Henderson this
afternoon found Mrs. Esther Jones
guilty of perjury. False testimony was
given at the coroner’s inquest on the
body of a man named Jackson who died
suddenly after partaking of bottled beer
and a Siedlitz powder. In her evidence
Mrs. Jones swore that Harry Jones, her
son, was her nephew. Besides local evi-
dence, two witnesses were brought from
Ohio, where the Jones family formerly
lived, and towards the close of the case
for the crown Joseph Martin counsel for
the accused, practically admitted the
charge and threw his client on the mercy
of the court. Counsel’'s plea was that
Jones-had been imprisoned for forgery
at Victorig and when released from pris-
on.it was pgreed: by the tamily tai -
(should assyme the name of Harry Fisu-
er and be known as Mbrs. Jones’ nephew
,instead. of son in order to conceal the

st. Jones, alias Fisher, was also want-

for pefjury but escaped to. Blaine,
‘Wash,, and the American authorities re-
fused a request for extradition. Mrs.
Jones will be sentenced tomorrow.

DASHKOFF FALLS OFF.

St. Petersburg, Feb, 6.—The fall of
Count Vorontzoff Dashkoff, viceroy of
the Caucasus, whose weak-kneed policy
is held responsible for the prevailing
anarchy in the Caucasus, is announced
tonight. °

by Captain Gaudin.

To Mr. Lugrin witness said that if
the port boats had been kept on board
all night they would have been smash-
ed by the rolling seas. If there had been
any boats on the starboard side, the
following morning they might have tak-
en passengers away safely. He saw two
men on Tuesday morning

On a Big Bluff
who could not get away, and beliéved
they were washed off. Captain Johnson
was on the bridge and the first officer
on_ the deck.

To Mr. McPhillips—It was about 3
o’clock on Tuesday when we arrived ar
Cape Beale lighthouse and told,the light
tender, Paterson, of the wreck and he
wired to Victoria.

Mi. MePhillips asked the commission-
ers to obtain the telegram.

The witness—After the wire had been
sent we went to bed. That was about
five hours after and no reply had been
received.

Capt. Gaudin said he had received the
telegram about three o’clock and he had
forwarded a reply that assistance would
be sent. i

Mr. McPhillips insisted that the tele-
gram and reply should be produced av
evidence.

“This commission is to enquire into the
wreck,” replied Captain Gaudin.

“I_might say that within two and a
half hours after the news had been re-
ceived two rescue vessels were on their
way to the scene. I think this is a suf-
ficient answer.” )

“The point I want to raise is that this
man was at the lighthouse for over five
hours before knowing that some =nid
was being rendered. The witness @
answer what he knows.”

“I will advise the commissioners fo
tell witness not to amswer, f‘said Mr.
Lugrin. “It is ahsolutely

Immaterial Evidence
I don’t want to-see it get into ‘the pub-
lie prese.”

“I am here representing the witness
and I also don’t think it material evi-
dence,” put in Mr. Lawson -with vigor.

“I do protest against it going out 11
the public press that aid was not des-
patched as soon as possible, when evi-
dence will be presented to show other-
wise,” insisted Mr. Lugrin.

“If the answer is excluded I refuse 10
take the responsibility,” replied Mr. Me-
Phillips, and Capt. Gaudin accepted the
responsibility.

Continuing his answers to the couns®!
for the province the witness said one raft
would carrv-10 and one 15 passenz®
The notice I saw posted read three mi
to' Cape Beale. v

Commissioner Gaudin here explained
to Mr. McPhillips that these uotice
had been posted by the Dominion zo0v-
ernment as a rough guide as to distances
between points, U

Continuing the witness said: We row-
ed about eight miles from the wreck to
the shore and walked three miles to (h°
lighthouse. Not knowing the countiy
we followed the trail believing we were
going towards the wreck. :

To Commissioners—We saw a hut ant
landed about a mile from it. We pulled

les

in and out of the shore line to see wic!
we could make a landing. On arrival 2
the lighthouse we learned that some

had tried to notify the lighthouse by

o
t
ne

witness in dircct reply to a question

tapping the wire,
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Search Has
"Been Aba

No Fﬁﬂher Hunt for
Victims in the Val§
Wreck. |

A Record of the
8aved Up to Lg
: Advices.

(From Friday's Da
The search for victims off
‘eia was abandoned yesterdaf]
gug Lorne brought the last «
reco’ vered to Victoria, it 1

sed and unidentified.

ggu‘m cutter Perry, Capt.
yesterday and the U

entter Grant passed en 1
fPownsend. The Wyadda w
.. The Lorne brought (
the employees of tue

ship company who
m 1 img on the shore, leay
Ble Cox of Alberni, Consta
.all of Clayoquot and Const
to assist Lineman Logan in
the work. It has been shd
wil there were 166 people o
WValencia when she struck i
rhaps the worst spot that
g:op found om a bad stretch
tween Carmanah and Cape
class passengers, 58 sd

"deck crew, 16 engine roo

in the steward's departm:
of 166. Of these, 129 we
fhe survivors totalled 37,

ving reached shore and
E up from two rafts.
Jyecovered totalled ob.

The morgues of the local
are still filled with uniden
are being identified b,
descriptions, tejegrap
iVietoria by the Associated
f ¥y a telegram was receiy

ard stating that the bo
‘od @s one of those in his pos
that of John M. Bell, a waite
:‘! having recognized the {
i eularly the tattoo m

will be shipped to San

e steamer Queen. Amo
ithat of a boy was identified
{P. Welch, pantryman, aged
. e body at Mr. Hanna's
believed to be that of Fred
Franeisco inventor, as many
and papers relating to the inwv
found on the body, is still ug
#t is not that of the inventor,
who is alive and well in San
@ccording to 'a telegram recei

¥

The body of young Welch
lying at Hayward's parlors
ghipped to San Franecisco on f]
& Queen. The body of Mis:
Lole, a first class passenger
ddentified at the Hayward par
. A Washington despatch to
tle Post Intelligencer says the
of commerce and labor said
thour’s discussion of .the Valen
ter: “that he would, if it sho
mecessary, send a commission of
ficials of the department to §
the purpose of condiucting
dinary ibgmiry '#ité thg Vel
ter and the events which
pusl

*“E do not feel justified,” he|
discrediting the local bodrd ¢
“gors in advance., They are
ler the statutes and I could’
rupt their investigation if 1
have not the power. Neverth
yeport. of the inspectors will
ined by a board of high offi
if it is not satisfactory to th
ment or if any citizen can sh
matter was mot sifted to the
that wrong conclusions wer¢
will have the case reinvestigs
Bpecial federal commissioner.
The despatch says also:
. in connection with the
cas¢ which has caused a goo
feeling in official circles is the
the steamer' Queen left the soi
wreck as soon as relieved by th
Ot is especially desired that #|
shall be investigated. The fin
testimony will be submitted at
Yom  to a special commission
ing of the Hon. Lawrence O
assistant secretary of the de
George E. Uhler, supervising
and general head of the ste
spection  service,r and Herh
Smith, the deputy commission
porations, all of whom were m
the federal board whchi inves
aster to the Gen, Slocum.
- Passenger Seeks $50,000 for
At the Seattle Enquiry C.
& survivor was recalled. Capf|
an the re-examination of A
beld in his hand a copy of the
in’ which Allison seeks to
000 ages from ' the Pa
St company. In this
the plaintiff charges inexperies
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HEADAC
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