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in the relsﬂon of each individual to
his fellows, a Self-restraint which re-
or the common right. “By tpe Eter-
for myself that every other man has
not an jequal chance to get.”

may
seem, do not admit any advantage at
all in the practice of examining and
exposing knavery in public life. And
why? Because nine out of every ten
of them are in some way identified
with boodlers and participate in their
ill-gotten gains. They. argue alongJ
these lines: The evils are (1) the certi-
tude that in the general process inno-
cent men will be suspeécted and (2)
the production, by such perpetual ex-
posure, of a sort of atmosphere or
consciousness of political weakness.
If the mass of people (it is said) get
to believe that their representatives
are corrupt, the security of the coun-
try is weakened,
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Our Political Problems

And Howto Solve Them. i

l

(By ANALYST.) f

“Now, when our land to ruin’s brink
i§ verging,

In God’s name, let us speak while
there is time! |
when the padlocks for our lips
are forging,

Silence is crime!”

Now,

Experience teaches us that sweep-
ing statements in the field of political
science are dangerous., It is an em-
pirical science. It were absurd fo as-
sert that for earthly purposes one form
of government is absolutely superior
to all others. The case of each coun-‘;
try has to be separately considered.:
What is sauce for the goose is nott
necessarily sauce for the gander. No
doubt, the pattern of the ideal govern- |
ment is laid up in heaven; but, as
Socrates dryly intimated in the “Re-!
public,” it is not likely to be realized
on earth—at any rate, not here in New- |
foundland under existing circum-

stances.

It' is quite amusing, though, to fol-|
low those tilting in the political arena[
between the organs of the Govern-|
ment and the Opposition, Both sides
show considerable discernment in the
witticisms and innuendoes they fling
at each other, for it is truly said that
satire must be exact in its topsyturvy-,
ness in order to be illuminating. And|
here I am reminded of one of the!
famous duets from “The Mikado”:—

>There’s a beauty in the bellow of the
blast,
There's a grandeur in the growllno
of the gale,
There is efoquent outpouring
When the lion is a-rouring
And the tiger is a-lashing of his tail!

“vYes, I like to see a tiger
From the Congo or.the Niger,
And especially when lashing of his;
tail!

“Volcanoes have splendor that is gnm,
And earthquakes only terrify the
dolts,
But to him that’s scientific
There’s hothing that’s terrific
In the falling of a flight pt thunder-
bolts.

Yes, in spite of all my meekness
If I have a little weakness
It's a passion of a flight of thunder-
bolts!

When Gilbert applied this satiric
genius to the politicians or the law-
yers, and to pompous people of hlgh
estate, his wit invariably helps to
bring out the truth.

In undertaking the task of political
/ peform; let us not be fooled into think-

' sumes it for himself, and neither asks

"rule of absolute

ithe majority of citizens do this, ‘gov-

_ing that the task ended by selecting |
mcorrupt:ble officials. That is merely |
: setting one’s band to the plough. For |
the citizen has no just right to de-

 mand from a public official what the |

citizen is unwilling to grant in him-
self, The dominion task is an individ-
ual obligation. As each citizen as-

nor accepts what every other man does
not Have an equal chance to get, be-
comes absolutely honestinlittle things
both in giving and receiving, he re-
duces by just so much the mass
or power of the wrong that is expres-
sed by corruption. And in substitut-
ing in his own field of relations the
integrity in giving
and receiving, he increases ‘the mass
of the power of the right which is
expressed in good government. When

! ernment will reflect it. Not intermit-
tently and’ with spasms, but steadily
and constantly

Of course, the work of cleansing the
official must be done whenever it be!
comes necessary. But it is no time for
the citizen to become complacent. The
call is for him to examine his own}
house and more earnestly endeavor o
see that no deviation. from exact 'and
unswerving integrity in what he asks
or what he takes, or what he does,
continues to live -there. No public
official can make the  citizen imper-
vious to corruption, Even if he
could, the citizen wbuld not lét him.
But the citizen must do it for him-
gelf, and to himself. So far as he
can he must endeavor to choose his
representatives, so that ‘they, and
those whom they will choose, will re-
flect his spirit and law of action,

It is a truism that “for every cor-
rupt official there is a corrupt citizen.”
Without an ‘element of corruption in
the body of citizens there could be
no corrupt official. Like charity, cor-
ruption begins at home. And that
which may seem a trivial matter when
practised by the citizen becomes a
dominion scandal when the citizen oc-
cupies a public office. Public officers
are citizens first and officials after-
ward. Public office does not eliminate
any of the qualities }nherent in the
citizer is oath of office is not a
disinfectant, Office merely intensi-
fies the qualities of the man, his weak-
nesses or his strength. And as he
was a citizen, so as an official he must
constantly deal with other citizéns as
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| it he is a partner in the guilt of his

| cided to take
! against those indicted in (‘ommission- { ever, revels in that task, and is so

evils in question, I do not for a mo-
ment admit that they outweigh the

good. . If an innocent man is accus- | Iﬂéhgggugéggtﬁe::nnﬁ' ; s
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ed he must take the rough with the That no pretentious hand can stretch
smooth. He has deliberately entered ;: And pull them from theé sky. *
professional politics. He knows his | If they were not, 1 have ne doubt
tx:ade to be tainted; he mu.st run the | W(Ii:lltd sgz:ml;gfe(:;niggté:: them Rown
risk, A man does not go in for pro- And light the worl& ‘with gas.”
fessional politics without some idea of
advantage to himself. - He desires to
be talked about or to have power, even When the average present-day party
if he does not desire to purloin pub-;leader holds the mirror up to ,niture
lic money. He cannot see what goes  and to man, men will be excused if
on around him as a member of theqel they shrink from contemplating fheir
¥ittle Dpolitical ollgarcbles without , features as he (the party leader) re-
either denouncing their corruption or{ veals them. To exaggerate the like-
winking at it. If he denounces’it he{ ness of human nature, to dwell on the
cannot long remain a member of the shortcomings and failures and the
party he thus betrays. If he winks at! weaknesses of man, and to float and
jeer, or, still(worse, to ignore ‘those
greater elements which are, alter all,
-——— the dominant forces in human affairs,
It is a source of some satisfaction ! may be ‘useful, but it is a tharikless
to know that Premier Warren has de- | task from which most men would re-
eriminal proceedings ; coil. The party leader of to-day, how-

———

fellows,

The country is! happy in the doing of it, that it is im-
responsible that the standard of gov- | possible to disturb his equammm or
ernmental ability has fallen so low,. : tae composure with which he  con-
and the habit of acquiescence in the : templates his handiwork. g
doings of the old guard in politics is}
so firmly fixed that effective, independ-|! There he stands, all unmasked be-
ence of judgme_nt has well nigh pass- | fore you—heartless and grasp.us-—
ed away in Newfoundland. It is only‘ with an audacity beyond that of Ver-
by a thorough house-cleaning, by n'
moral and practical  resolution  that
the affairs of the country should also
be the affairg of its decent citizens: of his own Gamaliel—the man who
that we can accomplish much. “got there,” in 1908. But even if they
- [ permit the principal to ‘escape, it will
Badly needed legislation, mueh-de- i not be the first fime i history that
sired reforms, reduction in taxation a platform erected for punishment has !
and the reorganization of the Civil| pecome a pedestal of honor in the eyes
Service, have had to whit while DOU—! of a devouring swarm of © political
tics and financial scandals have thexr» parasites. It is true, as our prince of |
day.. Yet, unless there is a rapid poets puts it? that
change, the ‘present government vull'
have as little to its credit as did the‘ “A shcop(;re snatched with an unruly
last.  Rarely has such an opportunity | an ;
Tor conﬁtruyctne _work come before . Must be as boisterously maintain’d as

gain'd;
the Legislature, Yet its reputation And he that stands upon a :slippery
and its acecomplishments sink lower |

place,
and lower. Is the Government of Makes mce of no vile hold to stay him
Newfodndland to fail, as have so

; UD.
many legislative bodies in other more |

pretentious countries, till our people Colored Arﬁsts Get
begin to clamor for a change from "
ees Great Reception

Responsible. Government to Crown;
Colony? - That,” or - Confederation, ‘

ARCHIE HARROD JUBILEE SING-
ERS OPEN AT NICKEL.

er Walker’s Report.

vel, a meanness beyond that of Bacon; |
and an unscrupulousness beyond that

seems to be a possible result of the
present situation. The disgust which
has filled the mind of the public, and
the confusion which at present exists
as to the purpose of the continuel in-
quiries, all bear strongly in a certain
direction.

The Nickel Theatre was unable to
accommodate the imménse <crowds
that thronged the entrance last night
to hear the Archie Harrod Jubilee

When 1 favor government reforms Concert Party, which commenced
1 ‘only ask for what is necessary and (their engagement, and judging from
essential to the honest administration |the wonderful reception tendered
of public affairs. Listening to some these artists, a most suc(‘essful sea~
people talk about political reform re~1son is assured. The programme was
admirably arranged and right from
the opening number commanded the
attention of the huge gathering. Bach:
member of the Company is a sincere
artist, ranking among the best in the
éntertainment field. There is a viv-
acity, vigor and melody in their work
and not a moment passes but some
one or more of the artists are enter-
taining you and’ compelling you to
acknowledge that they arc ‘“the best

res, a subtlety beyond that of Machia- |.

ever.”
of beauntiful = quality;
were well rendered and received a
tremendous  ovation. Miss '

Mr. Archie Harrod is a tenor .1 -

Ruth | ful,
Mayo, Soprano, possesses a voice of Miss Pelle.
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John Woodard, Bdsso, de-

his numbers yiovecq 211 by his masterful resditfon

of “Old Black Joe, His is a power-
Tich vofce, of excelient clarity.
Brown, Mezzo-Soprano,

da Walton, Contralto, sang with fi

ing, excellent enunciation, and voi

shadings. As an opzsning night, la
night would' augur a wonderful sed

son for this talented Quintette. They

rrow, and there will be an’

| remarkable range and great @exibil-. ..o jpeantifully, registering herself

ity. She successfully interprets u‘°s°,mth her hearers as an accomplished

have even gone beyond expectation
and that is saying quito a lot.

songs which are near and dear to us

vocalist ot rare ability Miss Mathil- {same performance will be run to-d

i

)

o

The Least He Could Do.

B AT 4. NIGHT AT 9.

ROUGH:

“HAZEL FROM HOLLYWO0OOD”
. Christie Comedy.
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friment which your crops took out

rk, so does your ground need
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years in Newfoundland, they'll
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jem grow.
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