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Great 
Barrier Reef

-e Barrier Reef of Australia 
,ho world’s miracles—a 1,2

; should send the botanist Into raptur- 
1 es.

There are already some Industries 
established along the reef and the na- 

! tural facilities exist for the creation 
of *many more. In the past pearl 

; shell has been a great source of re­
venue to adventurous souls, who, 
equipped with small lugger, have em­
ployed native divers to scour the reef 
for shells.

Again, there is the beche-de-mer. 
He is nothing but a sea slug, shaped 

The polyp is barely visible to the . ijko a cucumber; and usually about 
ojfced eye; he resembles a sea ane- 112 inches long and 2 inches wide. Im- 
raone and he follows the human eus- agine such creatures In a suburban 
toni of preying on creatures even cabbage patch. What consternation 
smal'cr than himself. These he way- j they would cause !
]ayS with well poisoned darts, and j But, unlike his land brother, the 
completes the job by swallowing the beche-de-mer is a friendly little chap. 
«holcThelimefrom^victims^ ac- Acqnlre Llking For it

White men shy clear of beche-de- 
mer soup at first; later on they ac- 

a liking for it. The genial 
Chinaman, however, has a natural 
taste for the sea slug, and the bulk of 
Queensland’s output Is shipped to the 
prient.

Side by side with the docile beche- 
de-mer is the pyramldlcal sew'snail 
or trochus, who cheerfully yields his 
beautiful shell, striped with white 
and cfWnson bands outside, and a 
rich nacreous hue within, to the Bar­
rier Reef profiteer, who ships it away 

i to Japan. The Japs promptly turn 
; the shells into pearl-shell buttons, 

the reef itself should form an irresis- : wbjcj, they send back as a sort of ob- 
tlble lure to the geologist, and the ; ject lesson ln progressive Industry, 
wide variety of plant life which has j glant turtle could also he made
managed to secure a footing here and tQ do his blt towards enriching Aus- 
there throughout the whole length tralia if he were properly handled.

is
"of the world’s miracles—a 1,200 

®* long barrier between the coast 
d the open ocean—a wall as strong 

ea ,f made of reinforced concrete, 
rtich has been made by tiny lumps 
* animated jelly, bearing the fan­
tastic name of polyps

cumulates around the polyp and so 
|s coral formed, the little builders 
jeing linked together in a sort of mar- 
jue builders’ union whose bonds are quire 
eTpn tighter than those of a modern 
Isbor organization.

\s time speeds on the structure 
rises, shells, seaweed, foraminifera at­
tach themselves, sand accumulates, 
and thus the reef is built.

To the scientist the Great Barrier 
oSers a unique field of research, for 
the marine fauna have not been stud­
ied to any great extent, and the hid­
den possibilities are tremendous.

The structure and foundations of i

Hie shell la of considerable value, ’ 
and his flesh provides a tasty dish for 
epicures.

Sponge abounds along the reef, and 
although no hlgl^-grade varieties have 
yet been found in large quantities, 
still coarse types, suitable for clean­
ing cars and machinery, and scrub­
bing out baths ,are plentiful. Here 
then Is another potential industry.

And when meat and fish are 
scarce and dear th Melbourne, why 
Should not an expedition be sent to 
the Barrier Reef to catch some of the 
multitudinous varieties of edible fish 
which are found there? Or why should 
not the dugong, or sea cow, be yard­
ed and slaughtered to provide meat 
for the dty markets ? The dugong, 
like all other inhabitants of the Bar­
rier Reef region, is a friend of man.

He not only supplies meat, but his 
oil is supposed to be very efficacious 
in the treatment of lung complaints— 
It certainly is useful in softening 
green hide \and leather.
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Rupert Hues says that American 
laws are the laughing stock of Eu­
rope. Well, let them laugh, they have 
little enough to laugh about in Eu­
rope.—Nashville Southern 
man.
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Mr. St. John Ervtne haa an Inter­
esting article on newspapers in the 
World To-Day (formerly World’s 
Work) for February. He gives his 
views on the newspaper readers of to­
day,, and the general tendencies of the 

Lumber- newspaper which are likely in the 
near future.

“The truth Is that nine out of ten 
of the readers of widely-circulated 
newspapers rarely read the political 
articles contained ln them,” boldly 
asserts Mr. St. John Ervine. "These 
people are not passionately attached 
to any cause, and their chief desire 
is to get on with the business of exist­
ence as easily and agreeably as pos­
sible.

“They are good-natured and Imper­
turbable, and their lives are lightened 
by that toleration which is to be found 
In people who are slightly cynical 
about everything, rather than in peo- 
pie of idealistic temperament. They 
are not deeply instructed, nor are 
they consumed by a craving for know­
ledge; but their instincts are sound, j 

“This great multitude, more com­
monly found Tn England than in any 
other country, is, In fact, guided by 
its instinct more than by Its Intellect ; 
and perhaps the most notable part of 
that instinct is a deep distrust of ex- 
tremity.

“The plain citizen in England, even 
when he Is not aware of It, Is domin­
ated by the belief that the greatest 
amount of truth Is to be found about 
midway between two extreme and op­
posite opinions; and out of that belief 
has been evolved the great doctrine 
on which the whole policy of England 
is based, the doctrine of Compromise. 
It Is a common sneer against the Eng­
lishman that he Is a compromiser, but 
the sneer does not, make him change 
his character.

“Unwillingness to compromise de­
notes an arrogance of mind which no 
human being should possess, for those 
who refuse to conduct their lives on 
the principle of ‘give and take’ assume ] 
that they are absolutely right, and j 
that those to whom they are opposed j 
are absolutely wrong. The sanity of i 
the English mind lies ln its recogni- j 
tion of the fact that 'absolute rightness } 
Is not an attribute of human beings at i 
all, and that the hard and discourag- ; 
ing job of keeping a civilised commun­
ity together can only be accomplish­
ed by compromise between diverse be­
liefs. j

“The young plain citizen begins his 
study of the paper at the page where 
the sporting news Is given, and prob­
ably by the time he has reached his 
destination he has just managed to 
read that page. The young cltizeness j 
(who may not be called plain) begins 
her study of the paper at the page 
where the serial story is printed—and 
probably ends it there.

‘Hardly any of them, male or fe­
male, old or young, start their studies 
on tiie ‘leader’ page. When they wish 
to know what play they should see, 
they do not turn avidly to the work of 
the dramatic critic: they ask each 
other for advice, and the person who 
says, ‘I saw a jolly good play last
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night—you ought to go and see it ! ' has 
far more authority with the plain cit­
izen than the wisest and most erudite 
dramatic critic in the world.

"It Is facts such as these which ex­
plain the singular discrepancy be­
tween a circulation of a million and 
three quarters a day and a rldlculoua 
turnover of 20,000 votes at'a General 
Election.

“A man does not necessarily agree dian. The 
with the opinions of the paper he wbo are not 
buys ; he may, on the contrary, pro- jes ; an(j it 
foundly disagree with them. The most the Daily 
widely circulated paper in Liverpool, tidn In Belg 
the ably conducted Daily Post, is a mondsey. 
Liberal journal, but the overwhelming ..It is )lke 
majority of its readers are Conser- neWspaper i 
vatlves. As many Conservatives as concerned 
Liberals read the Manchester Guar- and more con

that the daily 
ome less and less 

ons, and more 
rith information.

MUTT AND JEFF- JJEFF’S IN CHRIS. COLUMBUS’ CLASS NOW. HE DISCOVERS SOMETHING.

ost has readers ‘.eadfng articles in dally papers show 
, nor even Tor- a tendency to shrink rather than a 

ally believed that , tendency to expand, 
a wider circula- "The habit of buying several papers 

it has in Ber- is.spreading; it will spread still more 
when the cost of production decreases. 
Journals of opinion are becoming 
commoner as the cost of publishing 
journals of Information grows; and 
the end of this period of transition in 
newspapers may be seen on the day 

a risnet* [ When a man buys a daily statement of 
events and a weekly statement of op­
inion on them.

"But in the matter of opinion and 
the making of opinion authority will 
rest ln the future, as It has in the past, 
with those who have proved their 
right to be consulted by their coun­
trymen."
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