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SHE TOOK HERplwure. At least so, Mrs- Alwys 
wrote to her nephew, opining per­
haps that an obstacle at this precise 
Juncture might make Mm more ardent
on his next visit Than a political 
embroilment with a cantankerous 
foreign power brought clouds of war 
on the nation's bortson, agitated the 
war department, and gare Mr. Rupert 
a bona fide dose of long hours. And 
with March came graver delay.

Oùe of what Mrs. Alwyn called Syd­
ney's "pretty warbling-ehoir," a wor-- 

;thy little twelve-year-old Suffolk 
dumpling of the female sex named 
Patty Peggs, was “took ailip’," and 
after vaporing through a prelude, sus­
pected of chicken-pox, ague, or mea­
sles, developed by the end of a week 
a fine case of malignant typhoid. Miss 
Patty being the eldest of eight (the 
family including two sets of twins, 
which, as the poor mother said, “du 
tell up so!") it may be inferred with­
out much imagination that her share 
of daily bread was not supreabundant, 
to say nothing of the food illness 
needed.

Fearless of disease, Sydhey at first 
went to the child with such supplies 
as Dr. Dacie recommended and her 
own purse could furnish; but when 
the malady was duly declared, Mrs. Al­
wyn promptly forbade these minis­
trations. Leonora, alarmed at all 
fever, was infinitely terrified by a 
second and third case, resolutely re­
fused td go out-of-doors or taete a 
breath of the air which blew between 
the infected village and "their nobil­
ity," and so nearly alarmed herself 
Into Illness of some sort that her 
mother decided on flight aa the leseer 
of two evils, sent the servants away on 
very close board wages, shut up the 
Dale, an^ carried her daughters off to
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To-day we start a Great Clearance Sale of Women’s White Shoes and 

Boots. It will be a Full Speed Sale from the word go!
No Culled Over stock but a Sale of White Footwear for Women. We al­

ways clean up. one Season’s Stock of White Shoes before the opening of an­
other Season! That’s the Whole Story and the reason why you can buy 
White Shoes at the Very Low Prices we mention below.

It will pay you exceedingly well to anticipate your future wants and

Buy Your White Footwear Now!
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CHAPTER XI.
A GRAND DISCOVERT.

X charming work on plant-lore had 
i of late peered. Knowing It pf the 
'■very kind Sydney would delight in, Mr. 
- Rupert brought It down, a Christmas 
. gift, with—not to be too marked—ban­
gles for Leonora, pheasants for his 
aunt _

■ Sydney, overjoyed at her prize, burl­
ed herself In Its fascinating pages, and 
at the evening's end thanked the giver 
most expressively.

“You must read it yourself, Mr. Vll- 
Ilers, to know what I have been enjoy­
ing,” she said.

“I! Why, I know as much of the sub­
ject as of the Homeric bards! Plainly, 
nothing t"

"Oh! but It makes you like it If you 
'^ill but begin." •

“Then will you teach me?"
Gravely. “Yes, It you wish.”
“Then I am sure to like It."
"Precisely what I say.”
"With a difference,” said Mr. Rupert, 

In lowered voice, “which some time/I 
must explain to you."

“But not now," replied Sydney, most 
.unsuspicious still, “tor I have read my- 
Uelf sleepy. Good-night And I don’t 
know when I’ve enjoyed a Christmas 
evening so much. I have to thank you 
for it” And she bestowed on Mr. Ru­
pert a full beam of gratitude as he held 
the door open for her.

Leonora had gone to bed an hour be­
fore. Watching another girl’s love-af­
fair was very stupid work. Mrs. Alwyn 
alone was left to mark the words and 
smile.

"Well,” she said, questioning her 
nephew with a glance as he came back 
ty the hearth-rug.

“Well, Aunt Helen,”'he said, “I feel 
very much youi' debtor. It won’t be my 
fault if Sydney Is not my wife long be- 
foré next Chrietmas-tlme."

Having come to this stage, Mr. Vil- 
liers would probably have pressed hir 
suit rapidly to conclusion but for sun­
dry Instructions unforeseen and un­
avoidable.

First came a month of snows and 
storms that made country roads all but 
Impassable even for journeys of 
profit, and utterly tabooed the notion 
of traversing them on Journeys of,
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Sydney pleaded dolefully to be left 
at home or with the Daciea. She mâght 
help them or Mr. Vaughan it illness 

ther quickly 
’People would 

say I had more regard for Leonora’s 
health than yours,” she said. “Noth­
ing could induce me to Leave you
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phases of suffering without further 
help from her than could be trusted 
in the shape of shillings to Mary 
Dacie.

A clean bill of health was reported 
in April, and Mrs*. Alwyn desiring to 
spend a week at her brother’s in 
Hampshire with Leono/a (three would 
be inconvenient there!) Sydney was 
permitted to return and stay with the 
Dades before they all reunited at the 
Dale.

Nowhere had the girl been more 
missed than at the Gate House, whore 
she shone always at her brightest, 
paying them in every coin she could 
conceive for the kindness to her earl­
ier girlhood. Now Mary received her 
Joyfully with:

“How well you are looking,' anl 
how Mad I am to have got you back:”

And the traveler, with a hug and a 
kiss, answered, “Also, how glad I am 
to be back, but how well you are not 
looking! What’s the matter, Mary? 
Has anything gone amiss while I was 
away?"

"No,” Mary declared, “nothing so 
very particular;” hut bit by bit, in the 
privacy of up-stairs unpacking. It 
came out how her father was less 
equal to work than ever that spring; 
Ms lameness gained on him so, and 
“mother," who had never flagged, but 
kept such a willing shoulder to the
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layered. About that date in February 
when feathered monogamists select 
their spouses for the coming spring, a 
florist of Petersham (a stroke to 
please the major that) packed off a 
splendid mass of sweet-scented lilies— 
of-the-valley, and the address "Miss 
Alwyn, The Dale, St. Clair’s," was in 
Mr. Rupert’s handwriting. Reviews to 
her liking, magazines many, found 
their way similarly to the young lady 
at Bournemouth, In company with so­
ciety papers for her mother and slstejr. 
And'now, definite desire and intention 
of success strengthened by the pro­
pitious Christmas visit, Mr.^Villierk 
felt no hesitation in assuring his an­
xious father that, spite of postpone­
ment, everything was going on as 
right as a trivet, and the paternal | 
purse would probably be drawn upon
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wheel so many years, was sot like 
herself. The strain of all her middle- 
age was telling on her now. And the 
“hoys,” long since men, two married,
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Jnly6,tffor wedding-presents shortly after 

midsummer.
Meanwhile, as the season was gay, 

end likely to be his last free entire y 
from petticoat control, the young man 
took license to treat his gdod resolu­
tions for the future pretty freely. ■
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him was far away now, 
dollars by thousands from the rl 
citizens of another continent, hit h 
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one, and a run of late hours over 
green table much beat left alon 
these, to say nothing of more left’ 
mate Indulgences, swelled a debit a 
count of considerable proportions i 
weeks went by, and relied tor the 
settlements mainly on Bydnleg 
fortune. Since, "Hang It you know
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Where Crusoe Lived. coast, now a popular holiday resort dtHauhtlMfr long given up her wander- 
Here he gained the reputation of being lng My"*®.ls$t and ,so great was the
a very unrulyjDoy^who teased the life scene «he caused on sqelng him again
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ijy’Selkirk married a village 
iveryone thought he had 4e- 
ettle down. Largo woke up 
5$'however, to Sad that he 
W»red with his wife. It Is 
Rtihe died and Selkirk mar­
chât became of him event-
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Every schoolboy knows that a Scot­
tish fod, Alexander Selkirk, was the 
character on whom Daniel Defoe 
founded his world-famous story, “Ro­
binson Crusoe.” 7 x 

But Alexander’s real h<st»y is not 
so familiar. Hie birthplace was Largo, 
• little fishing- village on the Flfeshlre

out of a half-witted brother, and flnafc ( 
because hie fatherfour, perhaps, will be plenty to tie up. 

Shell like to do something toward 
starting the domestic milt; that’ll be 
only fair. The rest we‘U leave low 
as a general tond.”

And over the manipulation of that 
general fund Mr.

ly ran away to sea 1 
wanted to,make him a shoemaker.

According to' Defoe, Crusoe was o 
his desert Island thirty years. Sslklrl 
however, was only away tor four yeai 
and four months: as a matter of tac 
he was marooned. . Z"/ • Z

A Village Lass.
Wh'en, after many strange advet 

tures, the wanderer returned to Larg< 
it was a Sunday morning, «roi bis pec 
pie were at church. Never backward a 
coming forward, he vient In and too 
a seat close to his mother. That in
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this crisis was yet to be put off are pointed out
to visitors by the inhabitants.doings we must halt to -explain.

(to be continued.)
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