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M now has been- running twenty

_mionths and where travellers have

frequently to be turned away-because’

“ there is no longer room for their

‘atcommodation. ‘
.’ef 4,181 population, according to the

Renfrew is a towu

census’ made by the assessor.
This is about one-third of the popu-
lation of Belleville. But, in addition
to Hotel Renfrew, there are six other
hotels, all of ‘which appear to be do-
ing a flourishing business. The town

~ itself is a hive of industry with more

factories and larger factories than
we -have at Belleville, and many of
them running 24 hours a day.

. No_More “Kick and Pullifi¥

Leaving Tweed at 1.08 p.m. by ‘the
Sharbot Lake route we reached that
jlctufesque depot and transferred
without any delay to the waiting ex-

" press on. the Kingston and Pembroke !

line, the K. & P. or “Kick and Push,”
as it was foermerly styled by some of
its admiring friends. But there is
not 8o much kick-and-push about the
route as there once was.  The Cana-
dian Pacific company has now acr
quired it, and, while it is still about
as crooked as a corkscrew, as it fer:
rets out its tortuous course among the
laurentian hills, it has been equipped
with heaw steel rails, plenty ‘of bal-
lnst modern engines and ﬁrst-clasq
passenger ooacheu. The fifty-seven:
m(le joumey from Sharbot Lake to
Réptrgw is aecompiishpa’in two bdnrs
and ﬂq,een minutes. including stops.
at every atation. ‘

most part by, precipitoua hills, whieh
towards the north arise almost to theé
dtgnity of mountains.

The Pity and Folly Of It AlL

‘Onece these hills were clothed with
magnificent pine forests. But, now,
alas, the towering white pine has
been sutceeded by the stunted pop-
Iar. Here and there a lonesome barn,

‘or a tenantless dwelling, tells a mel-!

lorutltot pine, whlch would, ‘under |

even a rudimentary system of con-

servation, have been for this pro-

vince an inexhaustible mine of wealth
for all time to come. Canada has

‘been prodigal in many ways, but in

none more so than with the forests
primeval.. - “What has posterity ever
done for us?”’ . was the question which
the preceding generation asked as it
sought to excuse its polity of reckless
aconomic waste. ‘‘Posterity be hang-

‘ed!’” 1is -still the dominating senti-

ment of much of our legislation and
commercial practice. " But we are di-
gressing from' the subject. We set

out to discuss Renfrew and temper-;

ance hotels.

Where Business Ability Is Not
. Essential.

Itswill not provoke much argument
when we say that it does not reéquire
& very high order of executive abili-
ty to ‘make money by selling booze
oyer ‘a bar, where there is any suf-
ficient volume of business. The prof-
its are large and certain. = There is
little waste. There are no accumu-
lations of ghelf-worn goods or dead
stock. Highly skilled salesmanship
is not required.

A Complicated Business.

On the other hand it does require
very special ‘executive and adminis-
ftrative ability to manage‘in & satis-
factory manner a business so; -compli~
¢ated in its varioug;ietoﬁg,ura mod-
érn ﬂrsteclass hotel, minus the bar.

The railway is bordered for the " Where His Treasure Is.

Advocates of locai option contend,

with much show of reason, that where |

there is a license the "hotelkeeper
concentrates his attention on the bar.
That is where the easy money is, and
he allows the dining and dormitory
service to run in any slipshod fashion,
as an irksome load to carry in con-
nection with.the more lucrative bar.
On the other hand the licensed vie-
tualler claims that the kitchen and

ey, not so much beeauae e

value is given, as because there is-no
careful and busineue-like oversight
of labor, purchases elimingtion of
waste, etc.,, such as s dbsolutely
necessary in a factory or store.

In brief, the bar attracis because
profits are large and easily made; the
dining room;is an undesirable part-
ner because it means eternal vigilance
and np _end of trouble to secure any-
thing more than an even break or
to prevent a serious loss. .

Crowded Conditions.

[*"*“Excuse me, sir, but we have no
room we can give you now,” said the

.| courteous office boy at- Hotel -Ren-

frew as he took posseswn of our. grip.
“We will have one for you.tonight.”
It was then five o’clock in the .after-
noon. At nine o’clock we weére giv-
en a room.

It is now the off-season as far as
commercial men are concerned;. but|

still the Hotel Renfrew was crowded A

Why? 'Phe answer is summed up
in the single word, “Service.”

There are six other hotels in this
town of four thousand inhabitants,

the same six as were doing business|.

under: hcense, and Hotel Renfrew is
additional, For ‘the past four months
all of its ,tox;ty rooms have been filled
and” often 8 dozen or twenty addi-
tional - co ha.ve been culled into
requhitim'x‘.‘ y
‘The rates arg two dol,lvars‘ and a
halﬁ‘a day—fifty cents for meals and
a dollar a day for room.
After testing its hospitality for two
days, we can honestly say that there
is. no ‘hotel - within our experience
where so much is given for your mon-
ey as at Hotel Renfrew. We do not
know of any hotel in Ontario so good
for the price. There are extremely

|few that are better at any price.

Travellers who L know the proyvince
thoroughly say that Hotel Renfrew

y v

AP |

- Our Store will be Open. Every Night This Week
'until 10 o'clock--Christmas eve. until midnigh-t.

. We advise our c1ty friends as far as possible to shop

6.‘
9

in’'the morning.

i W.e are very careful about. Parcels--Any left in our-
chatge will be delivered.at the’ ttme and place--;ust

to su1t you.

We wish you all a
Merry Clhiristmas.

Locd option mod. m 19!0 by
335 ' votes over the Three-Fifths en-
actment. But the hetels remained

% prlnclpapytn:the hands of the former

propﬂetOrs and there was small ixn-
proument in rentd ‘to the kind of
. - The booze

| tbmﬁ fn‘vohble to' local option p

they would do something to remedy
an intolerable hotel situation.

_ Local option was endorsed the sec-
ond time "By practically the same
majority as before; and then 'the
tempérance people sét out to imple-
ment their promise. - Hotel Renfrew
is the outcome.

-

A Company Formed.

The Renfrew Hotel Company was
organized and Mr. W: H. Smallfield,
publisher of The Mercury, and the
present mayor of the town, was elec-
ted president.

Afbeautiful building; three stories
in height, was-erected at a cost of

.tastes.

oy hh a paying

frew a business asset for their town|
that is advertising it all over esmrn
Canudn

A cnpablo Manager, o

The company was fortunate in se-
curing for msnazer Mr. J. E. Colsen,
‘who. for five years was manager’ of the
fo'lﬂimd Inn. Algonquin Park

un.lmnomnt has been ovorlookod
The c¢hronic grouch cannot ﬂud any-
thing to grumble about. . There is
everywhere well ordered system, re-
finement, restfulness, quiet, cleanli-
ness, efficiency.

“I have never managed a licensed
hotel' and never ‘want to,” said Mr.
Colson to The Ontario. . “I .do not
see why the sale of liquor should be
combined w&th the feeding and hous-
ing of’ guests. Liquor always breeds
disorder and creates conditions that
‘are repulsive to people of refined
If we must have liquor sold
T think the Americans have the best
method in: selling in saloons where

" |passed, but that appears to have. died

juent train -erviée to each

t therefore at ‘all surprising]|-

me eonsiderable jags argqoccas

y@;ﬂp& back to’ Renfrew.

9 Plnnnt informd our re-

v&r made a total of 30 arrests for

fdrunkenness.” Last year the total
‘ was 35.

: v@mont They have in Hotel Ren-

And he is very strict about
making arersts when there is any evi-
dence of intoxication. '

“The by-law is working out first

any tmuble to keep order. I have
one assistant on the force. There was,
a good deal of bottle drinking the.
first year.or two after local option

er. ‘There has not been
'tl}ooybm:lrunk the past|
‘We have hag . o ghts or|
bn.wh for ‘two or three y . We
‘have had no cases.of illegal sale or
keeping for sale this year. It is
hard to sell liquor here without get-
ting caught. ' We make the drunken
ones tell where they procured the li-
quor. There is no doubt about the
improvement of our town under lo-
cal option. I consider it a great suec-
cess. We have no trouble at all with
the hundreds of new workers now
coming to the town.” :

Mr. Matthew Devine, Renfrew’s ef-
ficient police magistrate, owing to
his judicial position objected to giv-
ing an opinion any further than to
state that he would frankly say that

Qlﬂ’rﬂ

ladiek do not have to go. We keep a
very. small bar here equipped- with1

fifty thousand dollars..  Oné hundred
and fifty citizens became shareholders

spft drinks, more as an accommoda- '
tion for our guests.. There is a con-

local option had been the opposite of
failurein -Renfrew:

A Grit Inspector.
Soon after that terrible Tory land-

FYLLERE: B

'cént.

DF. Onsumeq
; ler license. We
: {’ ‘illegal sale for

: : ot 80 much
& thior was under license.
ﬁoteu are d!e hundred per
lﬁor than * were under 1i-
cenge, We haye hom the only hotel
n the district whm meals are given
|at 25 cents. - We h;ve no trouble at
all about drinking among boys.”

‘A ‘Good Thing for Renfrew.
Our next interview was with Mr.
Isaac E. Pedlow, who condacts the
largest exclusively dry-goods store in
the town, and is recognized as one of
the shrewdest business men in the
district.

“I was opposed to local option at
first,”” said’ Mr. Pedlow, as he cour-
teously put aside the opening of his

rate,” sdid Chief Plaunt. “I haven't] The Ontario representative.

morning correspondence and received
“I was
opposed to it purely. as a business
proposition. I feared that since other
neighboring ‘towns did not have it
that trade would .be driven to them.
But I am now prepared to admit that
it has done Renfrew no harm. On the
whole it has been' a' good  thing:
Trade tonditions are excellent. “As
far as our own business is eoncerned
returns are even better than they
were in the bumper year of 1913.
There is not a vacant house or store
in the town and the boarding houses
are all filled to overflowing. Much
of our prosperity is due to the estab-
lishment of new industries, but busi-
ness is really better. 1 cherished no
animosity towards those who said
bitter things against me because of
r.y attitude in opposing local option,
but I swung in with them and was
<ne of the strongest promoters of our
fine hotel. I occasionally see a drunk-
en man and there is some bottle
drinking, but the outward etfects\are
not visible to any extent.”

The Opinions of Four Druggists.

Renfrew has four up-to-date drug
stores, and our omnipresent reporter

HOTEL RENFREW, RENFREW, ONT.

RenfrewsNew Bar-less Hotel—“The Hotei ot Health and Comfort”—“Erected by the Citizens of Renfrew that the
Town’s Reputation for Bospltamy and

Progressiveness Vight be Upheld.”

;in Sums from $7,500 down -to. $25.
The building is lacated in the cen,
ter of the buslness section on a site
that cost $5,000. Equipment cost
L, another $10,000.
stands today represents an invest-
;ment of $66,000.

V. Opened April 1, 1914.

L, On Aprll 1, 1914, the ‘hotel. wa,a
completed and the opening took
i' place. The building embodies all
he latest ideas in hotel construction
,,that were practics.l for. a house at
"the cost mentioned. There is a spa-
clous, rotunda, gentlemen’s reading
‘room, and a beautiful dining-room.
Forty large airy bed.rooms are proyid;.
81 anid éach bedroom is supplied with
hot and' cold running® wates. ' The
[[Neating is by . Steam radtators of t,h
[ Tatest deslgn. and go arranged, tha
the guest can regula.te his room to
£l any temperature he'desires from ‘midl
lluannmr heat to midwi niter cold, ‘a
no anvil chorus’ when {e héat is
rst turned on in the merning. y
' Massive brass bedsteads are pro-
vided with resilent sanitary mattres-
Ses. There are comfortable upho’l—
stered arm chairs for each room
" The dining room is brilliantly il-
‘Tuminated with ponderous "chanaeliers
of graceful design. A bevy of young
ladies, all clad in spotless white uni-
torms look “after the wants of the
i guests.  The service and ‘the quality
| of the food supplied are of'a high or-
der Whether tips are given or with-
5 held the service does not vary.

Four Per Cent. Dtvldend :
- At the end of the year 1914, after

y

[Hine mnnths. the accounts were made
jup. ~ The shareholders would have
[{Been amply - satisfied if they' had
brokenv even. ~For the first five

‘inonths they ‘had & manager whose 'are no- ‘blue Mondays’ here.

 work did not proye satisfactory, and
J at the ﬂnt ot September ‘ change

The, total as it|

siderable demand in the summer
But I have no desire to handle the
,other class of goods.”

Renfrew On The Boom.

Renfrew, like Orillia, has had the
good sense to elect a newgpaper man
for mayor. Mr. W. E. Smallfield,
publisher of The Renfrew Mercury,
spent his earlier ‘years at’ Madec
where his father came from the
*United States and _established Ma-
doc’s first paper, The Madoc Mercury.
"After. disposing of this Mr., Small-
field sr. moved to Renfrew, where he
establish@ another Mercury that is
stil going strong. His son, W. “E.
| Smallfield, sueceeded to the manage-
‘ment in: due course, and nOW ! the
grandson, as_expert job-printer is
‘also_a partner in the firm, Mr, W.
E. Smallﬁeld is not only publisher of
“The Mercury, but he holds the higha
est ‘office that Canadian journalism
has to offer, the presidency of the
: Canadian Press Association. He has

passes current at one hundred per
cent. in his own town. He has served
‘about 20 years in the ¢ofincil andsis
now serving his fourth year as mayor.
- ‘““At'least two hundred new houses
have been built in Renfrew since.we
carried local option,” said Mayer
Smallfield to our representative. Our
popiilation has increaseéd from 3,500
to 4,200. The town hag earried out a
$200.000 power development schémé,
We have installed .one of the. best
‘white way’ and lighting spstems in
Canada, have built two $40,000

schools and established several new|
industries. - One of these promises to

ithe hotel had béen in- operation for, bring us 1,600 aditional populatiog

next year. .

“1 don’t claim that Tocal optioﬁ*‘d
all this, but it created a condition
viewed favorably by capitalists. THere

sober ‘workmen the ‘week i h
the plants can run steadily and to

not only been honored abroad, but he!

With |

shde, or avalanche, or whatever you
like to call it, overtook the Liberalf
party in Ontario in January 1905, the
head of every Grit license inspector’
dropped into the basket—with ane
exception. That shining exception
was John Connolly, inspector for
Sount Renfrew. And he is still hold-\
ing down the job. Grit and Irish and
a lot of "other undesirable things
though he is, we doubt if there is a
man woman or child in the entire con-
stituehcy who would say, “It is time
for a change.” He is on the job
every minute, and all the aggregate
wealth of the would-be law-breakers
of Ontario wouldn’t cause him to
swerve from the path. o; duty ,and‘
henor the fraction of an inch.  That
is why he still holds his position, al-
~though he was appointed 25 years
ago by the administration of honest
Oliver Mowat.:

i

The Greatest Blessing. !

“Local Option is the greatest bles-
sing that ever styuck the town,” said
Inspector Connolly as we found him
at- his comfortable suburban home.
We now have more hotel aecommoda-
tion and better accommodation than
we ever had before. The old hotels
are now better kept and we have be-
sides our new hotel which is the best
in any town in the province.

“There is no similarity now with
old ‘conditions. We could easily see
the benefit in six months after local
option ‘passed. I am treasurer of a
couple of fraternal societies: and I
=+-kROW .of several cases where  the
wives had to.go out to wnp to help
pay the dnsurance. These men have
now red up and their wives no
ionger nee& to ‘g0 ‘to: work. ““You
couldn t get a hundred men in Ren-
frew now to vote for repeal.

-The Dryest Dry '!own

saw the proprietors of each.

Mr. W. B. Clark, who conducts a
very large and fine establishment ex-
pressed himself as follows,—‘Local
option is working out well. I wounldn’t
want to see the bars restored. The
trade that went to other towns be-
cause of booze, wouldn’t be worth
much anyway. I don’t think there is
any illegal sale, I don’t even hear any
suspicions ofit.”

Mr. D. J. Ritza, the next druggist
we saw had been in business in Ren-
frew eight years, and each year had
shown a fine increase in business.
It was a rare thing to see a drunk-
en man but when one was seen every-
body took notice.

Mr R. F. Fraser of Fraser and
Smart, druggists, stated that he was
not a crank on the subject, but there
had been a great improvement in re-
gard to sobriety. They had a splen-
did inspector who looked well after
law enforcement. There was some
drinking among boys at first, but he
heard of none now. He thought the
boys had been encouraged by some
older ones in order to discredit local
option. Business never was better.

Mr. W. A, Cameron, druggist, and
stationer said that local option had
worked ont to the entire satisfaction
of all sane people. For one thing
they wouldn’t have had a high-class
hotel if it had not been for local op-
tion. People came to his store-and
paid ,cash, where they used to say,
““‘charge this,”” Business was excel-
lent. . Renfrew never felt the effects
of the war. There was no talk of re-
peal, although a vote might be
brouglit on this year. ~“Our homes
are a great -deal happier tham they
were under license.”

A. E. Leach, grocer said that busi-

iness was good and local optjon was

working out all right.
V0 G PR S

1 < “Renfrewis admitted wmaoaz;.

‘est dry town in Ontario. Tﬁi;eais not }

- (Continued on Page 7)
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