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bome papere being read touching the g ofi
Licensea to Americau fihermou

Hon. LEADER OF TUE OPPOSITIO ad s
thai he papers just read relatead to a matter couected j
with the vital interesta of this Clony. He knowI
that there were many persons who faulted the Local
Geverument for issuing Fibery Liceuses last yeari
aeme even questioned their authority for granting
them. The time had now arrived when this question1
should be veudlated. -h1t' was well known Chat the
RecIprocity Treaty, thoughl it mght have turned the
balance of trade againt us, s ewof great advantage to
the Island. But unfertunately, wiithia the last fewi
years that treaty bad been abrogated; wbether it arose
from the war between the Northern and Boutbern
States, or from the fact that that great people were
under the impîesion that these Colonies could not
exist withoat business relations wIth them, he was not
prepared to say. There was some foundation, however,
for the helief that the latter ws the motive from
which they acted, as a report LA beea laid belote
Con ress which stated i effeet tatL the suspension ef
the eciprocity Treaty bad not ansered the expecta.
tions of its promoters, viz,; t» draw the Britiah
Provinces into nearer political bonds with the United
States, or il other words, lead us toknock at the door
of Republican America for admission into the union.
That idea had failed, and he believed there was a
bright future before us if we only managed properly.
The neighboring Provinces were driving as good a
trade as before the abrogation of the treaty, while the
trade of the United States had gone bacX, as might be
seen by the reports laid before some of their state
Legislatures, as well as those laid before Congress.
But to return to the license question: it was now
when the Reciproeity Treaty was repealed that that
dangerous erganization-the Fenian brotherhood-.
was mn existence, not se much bu Ireland as in the
United States; and moreover there were great doubta
whether the authorities i the States were serions in
opposing tihe designs of the Fenians, therefore the
Imperial Government was anxious that no untoward
cireumstance should arise between the two countries,
during last year. And knowing as they did that the
fisheres on these coasts had been an apple of discord
ever since the treaty of Ghent, and that there was a
large amount of capital invested in the business in the
states of Maine, New Hampahire and Massachusetts,
they thought rather than disturb this trade and thus
cause dissatisfactbon, it would be better for all the
Colonies to grant licenses to American citizens te Ofuh
irrespective of treaty limites on these coasts, not so
much for the purpose of raising revenue, as to gain an
admission of vitc, so that if any question ,heuld here
after arise between tise Colonies and vite Uued States
bu reference te te fisheries, the Americans wrould
have te aeknowilge the construction uhicli tise
Imnpcrial Gavernsment hadl put upen the treaty afI
Gisent. Canada assented te thsis propositien, sud se
dbd Newr Brunswick nnd this Islandl; but Nova Scotia
sent home s minute of Council objectiug te it alto-
gether, te ichol the Imiperbal Geverument reptied
that if Nova Seetis wrouldl net carry eut teir vieus
ase muat preteet ber own fisherics. Thte Nova Scella
governumeut then reconsidered the mnatter, and agreed
te vise license systemn, whereupon the Imperli Gov-
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eriment sent a fleet into the Gulf to see t hat licenses
were takeù from cthe Colonial authorities. The fee
chargedi, Lowever, as compared iith the duty exaeted
on on fih when taken te the Arncuican market, was a
meri bagatelle The eHouse haU as yet nointimation of
the polie>'of the present Gevernmeut, with respect te
these feeuses. As the Session was about to close he
thoughlt it would be well togive hon members some idea
as t the mode in whichi the Government ntended to
treat the fibery question-owhether tiey' proposed to
deal n i 't ons their own responsibilîty or su barmony
with the action of the Imperial Government.

Hou. LEADER OF THE GOVERNMENT said
thuat no later than yesterday His Excelleney had re-
Ceived a despateth on thissubject; but the Government
had not yet deided to make public any action on the
question. Of this, however, the House might rest
assured, that they were as ready to protect the rights
of out gfihermen as -were the late Government. The
amount charged for licenses last year was very trifling
indeed; and as had been sa¶d, was sîimpy te get an
acknowledment ferom the Americans of our right to
the fgieries.. It was generally thought in the other
Provinces noiw that if liceses were continued, the
charge for them should be a greut deal higher; and he
coneurred this view of the question. It was a great
privilege uhe the Ameticaus had enjoyed for several
years past, thbat of fiahing freely bn Our waters; and he
believed that the United States Governmbent were neot
informed as te the advantages wthich their citizeus
reaped in thlis way from the Beciproeîty Treaty. That
Government appeared determîned to make as mach out
of the Provinces as they could ; but he e. eed with the
hou. Leader of the Opposition that tiey were getting
the worst ofthe bargasa. As far as our fisheries were
cencerned, he betieved the consideration for them that
.would be most acceptable would be to get the Ame
ricana te ugree te Recipreity agabu; they ought either
to take the duty off our produce orgive fret trade ai-
together. As, long, however, as they coulid obtain
flshing licenses attthe rate they were granted last v-ýr,
they would care very little about the matter, conaider-
ing the duty that was now bn their faveur. Ail he
would aay iu conclusion was, thatthe Government here
would be prepared to carry' ut, bconcert with the
other Provinces, any arrangement with respect to un-
creasing the sum charged for licenses.

Mr. BRECKEN.-The subject before the flouse
was one of the utmost importance to this Island.
Ther. was probably no other country which had, ini
proportion to its size, so large an amount of wealth bu
the waters surrounding bt. He believed that it was
the duty of the Government to encourage the pro.
secutien ef tise fisieries, especiatl>y since tise American
Gevernment, feliowing ont their Japanese polie>y, bad
placed a dut>' of $2 bu gotd upen maekerel. Ttc
affect cf this dut>' wa feit b>' oetery hermas, andi
therefere numbers were yearly lonviug vIe IslanU,
since lthe>' could fiai is American vessel uith more
profit te tisemselves. If ne encouragement wmas
afforded here, all eus' akilledl fishermen would leave
tise country, and it wonld be difcuit te estimate tise
loas whih tise Colon>' woeuld suifer, He wa airare
that tise sy'stcm et bounties uns epen te many' grave
objections, but believed that if tise Government lad


