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since 1854 of all provincial grants for roads,
bridges, breakwaters, wharves, and all other
public works (cxcepting railways) expended
in the several counties regpectively,

on, Prov. Secey. said that the information
asked for could be obtained by any gentleman
on reference to the public journals. Ile
thouglit there ought to be some little limit to
the roequircinents of ron, maembers, The prac-
tice had been invarially only to ask the go-
vornmment to fuinish that information which
was not within the reach of memhers,

Ion. 1N, Sue. said that any person who
looked at rhe paper would see that all the in-
formation vequived could be obtained by refer-
ence to the public acconnts,

My, Bousison said that he was nobt aware
that a refusal vl been ever given to an en-
quiry of the character e had presented. When
the hon, wember for Richmond putan enquiry
respecting matters connected with the Crown
Land, involving a considerable amouunt of
troitble, his request was granted toall intents
and purposes,  His object in putting the ques-
tion he iad was to get a statement that might
be censidered authentice,

{lon. Pro, Sue. said that he was not under
the impression that the hon. member had any
desire to give any unnecessary trouble to the
governient, hnt as respects the information
asked for LY the hon. member for Richmond
it was not aceessible to the members of the
liouse, He had never seen snch an enquiry as
the one in question presented before; he would,
however, lay it before the exccutive.

PETITIONS, &C.

Mr. Ross presented & petition from John
MeLeod and sixty-two others, of Cape North,
Victoria, against confederation.

3r. BouwmNor presented a petition from
Lo Point, C. B, asking for a daily mail.

CROWN LANDS.

Hon. Pro. Sic. 1laid on the table a reply to
the hon. member for Victoria respecting the
petition of the trustees of a Presbyterian
Church at Middle River. He stated that as
fur back as the 4th April; 1864, the executive
committee approved of a report of the Com-
migsioner of Crown Lands which partly dis-
posed of the question, but in the meantime no
action had been taken, as it was understood
some ditticulty and litigation had arisen.

Mr. Ross said that an assault bad been
made on certain parties, and the Crown Coun-
sel bhad taken the matver in hand,

Hon. Pro. Sec. presumed that when that
matter came up the whole question would be
investigated.

The papers were referred to the committee
on Crown Lands.

EDUCATION.

Hon, Mr. McKINxoN presented two petitions
from the township of Tracadie respecting the
Educational act. He mentioned that the hon.
Provineial Secretary was not correct when he
stated the other day that the great bulk of the
petitioners from Antigonishe were opposed to
the school law. By reference to the petitions
it would be seen that the majority of them de-
sired that a large proportion of the money re-
guired for school purposes should come out of
the treasury, and in fact, were in favour of
amendments similar to those now proposed to
be made.

Hon. Pro., SECY. was exceedingly glad to
learn that he had, to a certain extent, wisap-

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.

prehended the scope of the petitions from the
connty vepresented by his hon. friend, and that
they were in favour of sone such amendments
as were now proposed Dy the government,
Uneler these circumstances the 2163 persons
whom he supposed were opposed to the pres-
ant school law would be considerably lessen-
ed in number,

AGE TROM TS ENCELLENCY

ze was received from His Excell-
eney by the Tieutenant Giovernor requesting
the prescnee of the house in the Couneil
Chamber, On their atteudanco ie wag pleased
to assent to the folllowing bills: :

An Act to amend the Act to Incorporate the
International Coal and Railway Company.

An Act to Incorporate the Caledonia Coal
Mining Company.

An Act to Incorporate the Clyde Coal and
Mining Company.

An Act to Incorporate the Sydney and
Louisbourg Railway Company.

HISTORY OF NOVA SCOTTA.

Hon. Prov. SEkc. laid on the table a mem-
orial from DBeamish Murdoch asking for aid
in the publication of his work on the history of
Nova Scotia, together with a prospectus and
a portion of the same. The lon. gentlernan
stated that the house had, from time to time,
approved of the poliey of giving a certain
amount to parties who were engaged in the
preparation of similar wovrks, and he thought
it was well worthy of the consideration of the
house- whether they should not continue that
policy in the present instance. .

Mr. BouRINOT said that he believed that
no one more competent in this province could
be fonnd tl:an Mr, Mardoch to prepare a work
of such a character, and that wlhen it was com-
pleted it would be found to throw light upen
matters that were now in obscurity.

Hon. Prov. SEC. said, in answer to a ques-
tion put by Mr. Miller, that the work must be
in a considerble state of forwardnoess inas-
much as Mr, Murdoch had devoted 5 years al-.
most exclugively to the preparation of the ma-
terial requisite. .

Mr. BLANCHARD stated that the work was
already finished up to 1810, and that the au-
thor had the remainder in a state that would
enable him to advance its publication rapidly.

Mr. MILLER gaid that everyone must see
the necessity of having the work completed,
if any assistance from the province were to be.
granted.

Mr. ArcHIBALD said that matter could be
arranged by the committee who had it in
charge. .

Mr., ToBIN gave testimony to the value of
such a work as was proposcd, and stated that
the Itnost of the work was already in mani-
seript. : B

The subject was referred to the committee -
on Printing and Reporting.

PETITION. .

Mr. MCLELAN presented a petition from
Onslow against the present school act. .

REGISTRATION. :

Hon, TN, SEgc. laid on the table the reportof =
DMr. Scott, secretary to the Board of Statistics
of the returns under the act passed last session -
concerning  the Registration of Marriages, .
Births, and Deaths. Also a return showing -
the payments for salaries and -other expenses
connected with the act.. Also areturn from °
the Postmaster General giving an account of




