
44 EVERY MAN FOR HIMSELF

orable Milton had intimated, it had been a busi-

ness meeting merely, they must be planning a

raid on the stock market to account for all the

secrecy with which the meeting had been shroud-

ed. His uncle, Phil knew, had invested heavily

in mining stocks, and J. Cuthbert Nickleby was
the man who had been most closely ass ciated

with him in these private investments, while for

some time now Ferguson had been favored with

Waring's legal patronage in such deals as had
come to Kendrick's notice. As for Aldcrson, he
was a comparative stranger to Phil

—

i. contractor

who had risen rapidly Hurmg the real-estate

boom, and who ver>^ reasonably mighi be taking

a flyer on the market.

It must be something of this sort, and in the

face of his uncle's evident desire for him to mind
his own business Phil was inclined to let it go at

that. It was scarcely to be expected that his

uncle would break the custom of years in a sud-

den burst of confidence just because his nephew
happened to surprise him in one of his difficult

situations. His life was full of such difficult

situations, no doubt,—had been for years—and
the Honorable Milton was accustomed to rely-

ing upon himself to surmount them as he saw fit.

Far from feeling any resentment of his uncle's

refusal of his boyish offer of assistance, therefore,

Phil now regarded the offer itself as somewhat
ridiculous from his uncle's standpoint. To one
of such large connections ten thousand dollars


