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Today tin* Pruiri-- Provinces arc completely 
at tin* mercy of tin* Canadian Pacific railway. 
This giant corporation holds in its hands a 
.reater power than any Canadian govern­
ment ever wielded. The entire West is suf- 
fering from tic inadequacy of railway trail-- 
portation Relief is urgently needed, and to 
in* effective must lie immediate. Such relief 
on such short notice can -ome from only on-- 
Miur-e. namely, the < 'anadian Pacifie railway 
Will the i anadian Pacitie railway shut it- 
eyes to the needs of tic people whom it llow 
holds at its mercy ' Immediate relief can 
come only hy opening up the southern rout- 
and allowing the grain from the Praire- 
Prox iiiees to r* .o h the markets of the wore 1 
oxer American railway- l ie Canadian Pc 
•■ifie railway holds tic- key to the south !•> 
enforcing its present "local’-’ rate, tic- • 1* • • >r 
remain- closed, but by giving a throng 
rate the eon g stum will be relieved 1 
• apa- ity of tic- country delators m t: ■ t r-- 
Prairie Provinces is practically ii.Wjmu 
bushels, but owing to the multiplicity of 
grade.-, it has u-v.-r been found possible t-> 
utilize within — xeral million busliels of th 
total capacity Today the country elevators 
. re full There probably yet r- mains in th 
hands >f the farm- rs, thresh-d and r dy 
for market, .'»i>,ihKi;iiiitl bush-1- of th* various 
kinds of gram In many pla- •< wh.-at i- 
piled on the ground in tin* open. In addi­
tion. tr i- a fairly safi estimate that there is 
inyiiio.pi*) bushels of grain v ii uut r>-- d. 
and though tic- threshing ma hue - ar -till 
running in -ome plac-s. a iarg | <*rti»a ■: 
this will never be threshed The total 

• the elevators at Fort William is 
about Jti.isn>.0i)O bushels. Th- r r*- also ’«!.* 
floats that will remain in that port for th 
winter and will accommodate over !jHlO.i""1 
hush'Is,, though what is -tor*11 in th • hoat- 
uust le in prime ..[sdi'cm • hi i •• in* 

o'" th. many x iritt - ■ g re i -, it wi’l ii"'
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PUNISHING THE MERGER

I"' ;ty "f Winnipeg gave the cement 
tger. a r rgers in general, a w til

des-rx j.i r-huke last week, when it placed an 
>rd-r :'..r fiô 1 1 barrels of .-etuent with an 
Atn-ri in firm. The city will ti us save 
>••.-*' ■ ox ■ r and i ove the duty of #l-li 
t it must he paid mto the public treasury 
T • :lc nt . rg -r .anus that on account of 
tgk 1 ' madtan freight rates it cannot • cut et ■ 

wit' A::, rican firms. The high freight ra* - 
are not t - fault of th- Canadian consumers, 
md th water" m the merger is another 
item which is hardly chargeable to the 
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Areola lines, ud pr y ■ 
bushels from Manitoba. Rev ntly c trg 
number of cars have brought coal and imple­
ments into Saskatchewan ovçr the Soo line 
anil returned empty because of the high 
freight rates. This1 would.afford immediate 
and greatly needed relief and would still 
have all the traffic the Canadian railways 
on Id handle. If the Canadian Pacific rail- 

xvay takes the initiative m granting a 
through rate, the other railways will be com­
pelled to follow suit.’ The C.P.K.. a few 
xveeks ago. aided materially in relieving the 
coal situation and deserves credit for its 
prompt action m that matter. Today there 
is greater need Tor the C.P.K. to opine to the 
r-seii** by adopting a reasonable rate north 
of th- boundary. If the people of the West 
consider that we have made out a case 
against the Canadian Pacific railway, then 
they can back us up and heip themselves by 
placing their demands m the hands of the 
officials of that company. Every individual 
farmer—with gram to ship and every local 
association m the three Prairie Provinces 
feeling the need of better transportation fa­
cilities. should write at once to Mr. George 
Bury, general manager. Canadian Pacific- 
railway. Winnip-g. and urge that the Can­
adian Pacific railway take immediate action 
id giving through rat*s to the south If this 

- followed hy the farmers’ organiza­
tions and farm-rs individually, it will bring 
treui udous pressure to bear in the right 
quar'-r It might be well to point out that 
M - : r-s.-ut conditions will have a v-ry detri- 

utai -tf'-.-t when advertised abroad, as 
is sure ■ : e done in thousands of letters s-ut
t.. fri-.-nds in other .;ountries. Now is "h- 
tirti- 'or trie t.'.P.K. to show its mettle

Correspondents occasionally complain that 
The Guide favors either the Liberal or the 
Conservative party too much to suit them.
A blind party man never sees anything but 
his party. He would give up almost all he 
possesses when somebody shouts "Grit** or 
"Tory." How long will the people continue 
to allow the politicians to fool them" The 
interests of ail the Western farmers are 
identical upon the big national questions. 
But th-y kill each other at the ballot boxes. ■ 
Ev-ry Western farmer knows how greatly . 
-e-rtain reforms are nee*led. What is the 
Seuse in worrying over the "Grit" or "Tory” 
parties The highest aim of both parties 
is votes. The welfare of* the people isztargely 
a side issue.

The nexv elevator bill will he introduced in 
tiie House of Commons early in the New 
V--ar. Tci give adequate protection at the 
t-rminais. the government should take over 
all the elevators at the lake front. Half 
measures will not prove sufficient: The only 
way tb stop tlie graft is to remove the oppor­
tunities of the grafters. It is to be hoped 
also that facilities will- be provided by which 
a sample market may be developed in t:,- 
near future.

Criticism has been made of the reference 
to t. - conditions in Western Canada as 
shown in our Progress r. . • ider t
caption, " Why Not Change' It It 
been charged that Th- Guide is keeping 

• p-ople off the farms-:y- such statements. 
That is hardly the point. The main thing 
to decide is whether or not our star-..-hi. is 
true. If SO. then it should be r-a tilled. XX" 1.y 
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theft and the render > pur.i-hed.. When the 
law nth* .rize- a protei ted manufacturer r a 
railway magnate to d<> the same thing that is 
ca.ied er.terprl.-e and is re-vanie<i hy i title.

Pre ni i;ep B* nien last suqnmer rave the
iextern. ptfi.-pi** a >*tinite amd 1 LL-*tin« t pn 1 mi *e1 « -*>perative bill wouJ if he
X- eSfc' ted Let ’ that he will not
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■ • ■ •- xx st most - trio mly.

Upon Canadian made implements the tariff 
tax is divided between the manufacturers' 
and the railways. L'nder free trade in farm 
implements, the prie- would drop at once 
ami the Canadian tariff barons and the rail­
way magnates would be forced to content 
themselves with a reasonable profit upotr* 
their business.


