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THE CHURCH OUR GUIDE
“The heed tu the word of (3 d; and they by 

the wayside are they that hear; then *bo levfl 
cornelh and Uiketh the word out of their heart, 
lent believing they should be saved." (Luke 
vilL 11,12.1

Today the Church puts before the 
people for their edification, Christ's

8arable of the sower and the seed.
ur Saviour made this parable 

embrace all classes of men, and it 
truthfully depicts to us how men 
have been and are affected spir
itually. It has nothing to do with 
their temporal welfare, but relates 
solely to the good of their souls and 
their forthcoming reward. This 
kind of a Gospel is needed in our 
times. We are living in an age 
when men’s minds are turned more 
toward temporals than spirituals— 
or, at least, when they are loath to 
sacrifice the things of body for the 
benefits of soul. In many the 
material has supplanted the spir
itual ; nay, many have never known 
either the spiritual or its demands. 
The offspring of the many practical 
pagans of the present time are in 
most cases pagans themselves 
through life. Nay, it is even diffi
cult to hold many who have been 
born and reared more fortunately. 
The lure of the pleasures of this life 
claims many of them. They con 
aider the Church’s voice gruff and 
her commands foolish. The enemy 
of their salvation has many means 
at his command by which he can 
lead them away—,r he cometh and 
taketh the word out of their heart, 
lest believing they should be 
saved.”

For Christians, therefore, the 
work of conservation—or, as it is 
commonly called, perseverance to 
the end—should be one of the fore
most things in their minds and one 
of the principal ends of their spir
itual endeavors. And, needless to 
say, it requires a rational effort on 
the part of man. He should not 
blindly and vainly expect to 
be given this all-important gift. 
The work of salvation in a person 
who has the use of reason requires 
the most fixed and firm intention as 
well as meritorious acts. We must 
not perform our spiritual duties 
forgetfully or mechanically. They 
must be guided by our intention, as 
the modern vehicle is guided by the 
hand that steers it God’s desire is 
that we fully realize why He has 
put us upon earth, and how we must 
attain our end. We must never 
lose sight of this fact. If we do we 
soon shall find that we are groping 
in darkness, like the traveler by 
night who has wandered from the 
path that would lead him to his 
destination.

No matter how fervent the Chris
tian, nor how strong his faith, this 
truth of the necessity of persever
ance ever should be before him. 
Many have fallen, who once were 
pure and good and faithful, because 
they had become careless about 
their salvation. Some have thought 
that it would be easy to return, but 
alas ! they are still far away. Sin 
blights,, it weakens, it blinds. It 
inflicts, moreover, a wound on the 
soul from which it is difficult to 
recover. He who plays with Satan 
has ever afterwards a strong inclin
ation to return to his hovel. There 
are some plants in the world which, 
if we touch, poison us to such an 
extent that we scarcely ever com
pletely recover from the effects. 
Satan and grievous sin are the 
poisonous spiritual growths which 
if we place ourselves in contact with 
them, will often poison us for life, 
or at least leave us so weakened 
that a relapse is easy. People often 
seem to forget that some things 
carry in their train effects that are 
inevitable, or so nearly inevitable 
that only a special intervention on 
the part of God could prevent them. 
Fire is sure to burn, for it is its 
nature to do so. No one can deprive 
it of this quality. Sin has effects 
that will inevitably follow; the 
more serious the sin the more ter
rible the effect. He who is seriously 
burned has but a slight chance for 
life ; in a like manner he who has 
sinned grievously finds it difficult to 
free himself from the effects of his 
act. The words of Holy Writ, “he 
who loves the danger shall perish in 
it, express the truth concisely for 
us.

When Catholics consider this 
truth, they necessarily must see 
that they must not expose them
selves to all the temptation that is 
rampant in the world. Satan is 
dancing at many a scene that a 
shameless element furthers and a 
lax society permits. If Catholics do 
all that civil laws permit, there is no 
chance for their salvation. Yet there 
are many who believe they are jus
tified io doing whatever the State 
permits. But they who do so are 
following the devil. He who thinks 
that he can indulge in certain things 
which the law tolerates is placing 
his salvation at stake. The Church 
alone is the Catholic's guide. He 
who is deaf to her commands and 
exhortations, even when she forbids 
things that other churches permit, 
will never be among those In whose 
hearts the word of God takes deep 
root.

The Church’s vigilance over her 
children and the interests she mani
fests in their spiritual welfare are 
made known in the commands she 
gives and in the prohibitions she 
establishes. Behind them all is not 
only the wisdom of an experienced 
guardian, but also the light of the 
Holy Ghost and the infallible truth 
of God. Christ’s words “ he who 
hears you, hears Me,” are as true

today regarding the Christian’s 
adherence to the Church as they 
were of the earlier brethren's com
plete submission to the apostles and 
their teachings. The Church’s laws 
are all made for her children’s 
safety and welfare. Without them, 
they would be thrown continually 
into dangers that would in time 
bring about their complete spiritual 
destruction. As it was the star of 
Bethlehem, and no other, that 
guided the Wise Men to the manger 
of Christ, so it is only the Church 
that directs Catholics to the haven 
of eternal safety.

HELPING THE SICK THROUGH 
THE WINTER

Winter weather is serious weather, 
especially to the aged, ailing or the 
unfit. An undertoned system needs 
more than the ordinary stimulation 
to make life bearable when the 
thermometer hovers around zero.

Roman Meal is especially valuable 
for invalids, little children, and old 
people, as an item of diet for cold 
winter months. It is acid blood 
that causes that “ all in ” feeling. 
Acid blood is caused by acid foods. 
Acid foods are white flour, refined 
cereals, fats, meats, and sweets.

Roman meal is the only alkaline 
cereal—400 parts in each 1,000 parts 
“ Excess Alkali ’’—alkaline enough 
to correct the acids of acid foods 
and keep the blood alkaline in cold 
weather.

Roman Meal may be made into 
porridge, pancakes, puddings and 
cakes. Roman Meal is rich in bone 
and tooth-forming elements which 
are lacking in white bread and re
fined cereals. Since a child is only 
” As good as its bones,” Roman 
Meal becomes the best of all foods 
for growing children. A child fed 
Roman Meal throughout its grow
ing period, will be larger, better 
developed and have superior teeth ; 
whether the -Roman Meal is eaten 
as porridge or as baked products.

Cooked in any form Roman Meal 
prevents indigestion, positively re
lieves constipation. At grocers.

POINTS OF CHURCH 
LAW FOR LAYMEN

open hands, drawing a cross from 
the thumb of the left hand to the 
index finger of the right and from 
the thumb of the right hand to the 
index finger of the left. While do- 
in» this he says the following 
prayer : “ Vouchsafe, O Lord, to
consecrate and sanctify these hands 
by this anointing and by our bless
ing.” The ordinand answers, 
"Amen.” The Bishop continues : 
“That whatever they bless may be 
blessed and whatever they conse
crate may be consecrated and sanc
tified in the name of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” The ordinand again 
answers “ Amen.” The hands are 
then joined and bound together 
with a napkin till the ordination is 
finished, and then they are washed. 
Thus by a sacred rite appointed by 
the Church, using the authority of 
the Church, the Bishop dedicates 
and consecrates the priest so that he 
becomes an instrument of blessing 
others in the Church’s name. When 
he uses the form of blessing 
appointed by the Church, it is the 
Church who blesses by means of his 
ministry. As the effect of the 
Sacraments does not depend on the 
faith or virtue of the minister of 
them, so the effect of the blessing 
of a priest does not depend on the 
faith or virtue of the priest. The 
Sacraments derive their efficacy 
from the merits cf Christ, the 
sacramentels derive theirs from the 
merits of the Church, the Spouse of 
Christ. It is this faith which 
causes good Catholics to show 
special reverence to the consecrated 
hands of a priest. They kneel down 
and kiss the hands of a newly 
ordained priest ; In Catholic coun
tries a priest is greeted by kissing 
his hand. Out of respect for the 
anointing of the palms of his hands 
when he was ordained, a priest’s 
hands are anointed on the back 
when he receives Extreme Unction 
on his death-bed.—Catholic Times 
and Opinion.

THE INFANT JESUS OF 
PRAGUE

By the Rev. T. Slater, S. J.
A priest’s BLESSING

The essential rite of the Sacra
ment of Holy Orders consists of the 
imposition of hands and prayer. 
To this essential rite the Lhurch has 
added many subordinate cere
monies. They serve to bring out 
more clearly the dignity, the office, 
and the duties of the priesthood. 
Although they do not cause grace 
by their mere application to a 
rightly disposed subject as the 
Sacraments do, yet they are not 
mere ceremonies. They are sacra
mentels, sacred rites which have 
been instituted by the Church in 
imitation of the Sacraments. They 
do not give sanctifying grace, but 
they obtain actual graces from God 
if they are properly administered 
and properly received. They do 
this through the prayers and merits 
of the Church. She is the well- 
beloved Spouse of Christ, and her 
prayers are always acceptable to 
God and are heard by Him. The 
sacramentels which have been insti
tuted by the Church are very 
numerous. She is anxious to do all 
she can for the spiritual and tem
poral good of mankind, and espec
ially of her children. They are 
divided into consecrations and 
blessings. In consecrations use is 
made of Holy Oil, which itself is a 
sacramental. Consecrations with 
Holy Oil are reserved to Bishops, 
but sometimes priests are empow
ered by the Holy See to administer 
them in special cases. Examples of 
such consecrations are the consecra
tion of churches, altars, bells, 
chalices, abbots, and kings. Bless
ings without the use of Holy Oil 
maybe administered by priests unless 
they are reserved to the Pope or to 
others. Examples of such blessings 
are the blessing of candles, ashes, 
palms, holy water, the priest’s 
blessing at the end of Mass, the 
blessing with indulgences of rosar- 
ies, medals, statues, the blessing of 
houses, the blessing of women after 
childbirth. Some of these blessings 
are constitutive, others are invoca- 
tive. Constitutive blessings, like 
consecrations, make the person or 
thing blessed sacred. They take 
them out of the sphere of what is 
profane and place them by the 
authority of the Church in that 
which belongs to the service of God 
Sacred persons and things should 
be treated with reverence, says 
Canon 1160, and should not be 
devoted to profane or improper 
uses. Merely invocative blessings 
do not make a person or thing 
sacred ; in the name of the Church 
they ask God to grant some spir
itual or temporal favor to what is 
blessed, or to those who use it in 
accordance with the intention of 
the Church.

THE ORDINATION OF PRIESTS

Among the sacramentels which 
are used in the ordination of priests 
one of the most striking is the 
anointing of the priests hands with 
Oil of Catechumens blessed by the 
Bishop on Holy Thursday. The 
ordaining Bishop kneels before the 
altar and intones the “ Veni 
Creator.” He then rises, sits down 
on his chair with his back to the 
altar, and those who have just been 
ordained kneel before him one by 
ene and lay their hands open and 
placed together on the Bishop’s lap. 
With the Oil of Catechumens the 
Bishop anoints the palms of the

DEVOTION DATES FROM YEAR
1620

Prague.—Devotion to the Infant 
Jesus of Prague dates back three 
hundred years to the battle of White 
Mountain which was fought near 
Prague, November 8, 1620, when the 
Austrian Emperor, Ferdinand II. 
gained an important victory over 
the united heretical armies. Father 
Dominic of Jesu-Maria, the Car
melite Superior, played an impor
tant part in this battle. He carried 
aloft a picture of the Nativity of 
Christ in view of the soldiers and so 
encouraged them to fight for their 
Faith that the day was won.

GRATITUDE FOR VICTORY

Ferdinand, in gratitude for this 
victory, founded a number of 
Carmelite monasteries throughout 
Bohemia and also the Church of St. 
Mary of Victory in Prague which 
contains the statue known as the 
“Infant Jesus of Prague” and 
which was dedicated in 1624.

The statue is nineteen inches high 
and represents the Infant Jesus 
with His right hand raised in bless
ing, His left hand holding a globe 
and on His head a crown of precious 
stones. The statue is always seen 
clothed in a robe of satin and many 
of the robes have been votive offer
ings

The statue came originally from 
Spain and was brought to Bohemia 
by Maria Mauriquez de Laura in 
whose family it was regarded as a 
priceless heirlocm. The statue was 
given to her daughter, Princess 
Polixina, who in turn gave it to the 
Carmelite Monastery where it was 
set up and honored by the monks 
until 1681 when impending war 
forced many of the citizens to flee 
from Prague. The Carmelite 
monastery was plundered and the 
little statue was thrown down 
benind the main altar where it 
remained until 1687 when it was 
discovered by Father Cyrillus after 
a diligent search.

The monastery was in hard straits 
at this time, but as soon as the 
miraculous image was returned to

CUTS COST OF SET 
IN HALF 

TRANS CANADA

Double - Roto v* 
Tuning Coil

Eliminate?! 1 he use of two variometern and 
a vnrio coupler. Gets perfect reception uiv 
to 2.000 mil- h op «ingle tube nets. H;?h 
rt mark able selectivit y with a ra> go of 160 
to 6"0 im-tors. Same typo as u-ed by three 
of the larg.-st con ot ationa in the U 8.
' on-nine many exclu-ivo fe*tuies not 
found in double tuning c i’s of any other 
make Complete with blue print, $4.75 
postpaid. Orders filled same day received.

Trans-Canada 
Radio Corporation

Rooms 10-ft Edge Block 
Dundas at Richmond St.

London, Ont. Phone 6107

IMPOSSIBLE TO 
OjTJIUEF

Until She Started To Take 
“Fruit-a-tlves”

The Medicine Made From Fruit
K.R. No. 1, Everett, Ont. 

111 had been troubled for years with 
Dyspepsia, Liver and Kidney Trouble, 
and could not get relief until I started 
taking “Fruit-a-tives”. Thanks to 
their Beneficial action, I am in normal 
health again".

Mrs. THOMAS EVANS 
“Fruit-a-tives” alone can give such 

happy and successful results because 
“lruit a-tives” is the famous modi- 
cinemado from fruit juices and tonics.

“Fruit-a-tives” is pleasant to take 
and will always restore the health 
when taken regularly as directed.

60c. a box, 6 for $2.50, trial size 26c, 
At dealers or from Fruit-a-tives 
Limited, Ottawa, Ont.

its place and honored by the monks, 
the community prospered. Later it 
was placed in the Church of St. 
Mary and it has been called a 
miraculous statue. Copies of it 
have been made, and the devotion 
to the Little Infant Jesus of Prague 
has spread to every country.

BUY YOUR

Badges & Buttons
* DIRECT FROM MAKER

M. E. TANSEY CO.
165 Harvard Aval

We cannot compel others to be 
good, but we can compel ourselves.

WILCOX
The Growing, English- 

Speaking Catholic 
Country Parish 

of Saskatchewan
Room for profonnionnl imen of every nro- 

fe wton.
Room tOr tradutmion of every trade.
Room for workem - rtal-WORKCR8 - in 

every line. **
Room for farinera onlthe beat land on the 

piailler.
One hour'H drive from Regina.
Bistor’ii Hchool for thefchlldren. ~
Now is the time and this is opportunity 

knocking at your door.
Got busy and write immediately, or better 

still, come and pay a visit to

The Parish Priest 
of Wilcox, Saskatchewan

()nirk relief for
BRONCHIAL
SUFFERERS
Coughs, nasal and 
bronchial colds are 
relieved promptly by 
the vapor of Creso- 
lene—the standard drugleee treatment with 
forty year* of successful use its guarantee. 
The most widely used remedy for whooping 
cough and spasmodic croup.

Sold by Druggists.
Send for descriptixe Iwoklet H.

Vapo-Cresolene Co.. 62 Cortlandt St. New York 
or Leeming-Miles Bldg., Montreal, Que.

HOMEWORK^
kub ipen. wool »o«k» for us el bom#, with 
waohlna or by haml. Mend slerae and 
addriw ad envelope for 1, f-rmatioe.
The Canadian Wholesale Distributee Co. 

 Orillia, Ont.

Western Ontario’s

LEADING 
SEED HOUSE

Our Seeds “Won’t Stay Planted 
They Come Up ”

Mail Orders 
Prompt Attention

“Send for a Catalogue.” Try Ue
AGENTS

Buckeye Incubators

Dominion Seeds
LIMITED

119 Dnndas SI. London, Ont.

FEBRUARY 28 1824

ABSORbine
** TRAIN MAR'. «IO.J4.yAI oil

---___ __Jhr
lymphangitis. Poll Evil, Fislulli 
Boils, Swelling»; Slops Lament* 
and allaya pain. Heal, Sore», Cnla, 
Bruises, Bool Chafe». It la a
m ANTISEPTIC AND GERMICIDE

f* Does not blister or remove the 
hair and horse can be worked. Pleasant to use. 
$2.50a bottle, delivered. Describe your casa
--------- ------------- — - SR free.

TEA - COFFEE
Finest Importations always in stock at lowest market prices. 
Samples and quotations sent promptly upon application.
Special attention given to requirements of institutions.

Kearney Brothers. Limited
TEA - COFFEE. IMPORTERS and SPECIALISTS 

33 St. Peter Street t»t«binh»j m« Montreal, Que.

Eczema Is Healed
lT,lî,CJ0rnUla ,of.‘Ma Vraiment is hclne „ub_
lislied. It contains the rareimido—T.D.D 
"•y- A cooling, refreshing fluid, leaving no 
•tame, noun 1)10383 nt odora. It vanishes Into 

the intolerable itching disappears.

for social instructions and Book 
ABSORBINE. JR., entWeptic liniment lor mankind.fe. 
M*6** Strain», Painful. Knotted. Swollen Veine. Concee. 
•rued—only s lew drop» required Mtu application. Pria SMS for bottle «I denier» or delivered. * ^

W« F. YOUNG lac, li«y Lyman» Bid*., Meetreel, fm. 
Absorbioc sad Absorblne. Jr., are made In

$75?GIVEN

‘This Amount 1)4$ b«n 6ivêi)Aw<y 
FREEaJse hundreds of Merchandise Prizes 

$200.00 more IN CASH Will be 6iv*i) "wAy»afo(l- -jivhj'Awky «follows
1st Prize. $50.00 in Cash 
2nd Prize. $40.00 in Cash 
3rd Prize, $35.00 in Cash 
4th Prize, $25.00 in Cash 

r 6th to 9th Prizes—Each $ 1 0.00
TOGETHER WITH MAHY MERCHAHDUE r SIZES

tax naiad Ac.sti.n,«, cw so k utd d m.o.cs
Vour druggist Willi guarantee D.D.D. nrescrin. 
tion. Sl.noa bottle. He also has DDD soao 
Do you wish to try before you buy? " P_

Free Trial Bottle
Send today for the generous test of D. D. D. 
Enclose ten cents to cover postage.
D.D.D. Co. 695 Lyall A»».. Toronto

Solve thia puzzle and win a OAHU 
I PRIZE, There are S faces in the picture 
! besides the two Campers, Can you find 
| them ? If so mark each one with an X, cul I out the picture, and wrile on a separate piece 
1 of paper these words, “I have found allthe face* 
I and marked them” and mailsameto us with you» 

name and address. In case of ties, handwritint 
and neatness will be considered factors. If correct 
we will advise you by return mail of a simple 

j condition to fulfill. Don’t send any money. Yor 
I can be a prize winner without spending one cent 
I of your money. Send your reply direct to.

GOOD HOPE MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
r* 175 CRAIG STREET WEST. %. 

MONTREAL, f - - - CANADA

SUN LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY
OF CANADA
HEAD OFFICE - - MONTREAL

The Record of a Great Year Simply Told

ÀT DECEMBER 31st, 1923
The Company had assets, invested in the best classes of 

securities, of .........................................................................
(An Increase for the year of $35,168,003)

The total liability of the Company (including reserves and 
other liabilities to policyholders of $185,586,000) 
amounted to.....................................................................

The Company has Set aside for unforeseen contingencies 
the sum of..............................................................................

Leaving a surplus over all liabilities and contingency funds of
(An increase for the year of $3,603,000)

The Cash income for the year, from premiums, interest,
rents, etc., was............................. .. .......................................

(An Increase for the year of $10,714,000)

Total payments to policy holders or their represen
tatives for death claims, maturing policies and other 
benefits, in 1923 amounted to............«..............................

New paid assurances issued during the year totalled . . .
(An increase for the year of $16,593,000)

$209,257,000

$187,885,000

$3,500,000
$17,872,000

$46,965,000

$22,145,000

$107,391,000

The Company had assurances in force (net) amounting to . $703,765,000
(An increase for the year of $72,360,060)

The 318,443 ordinary policies of the Company protect homes and businesses 
at home and abroad, while in addition 22,731 commercial and industrial 

employees are protected under Sun Life group assurance policies
Dividends to policyholders again materially increased

Every figure in this statement sets a 
NEW HIGH RECORD 

in Canadian Life Insurance history


