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Of conferences relating to the future
of the British Empbire there is no end,
but none more pregnant than the

meeting ol Journalists, in lLondon,
[england, which concluded carly this
month. The editors assembled from
(Canada, Australia, New Zealand and
elsewhere, with those of great drit-
ain, were not of the narrow, count
ing-house breed, devoid of due sense
of their duty to state and humanity.
They et the guiding statesmen  of
Britain, but the business of the con-
gress was not 1o pass resolutions and
frame ]mh(‘\nﬁ, but to become 1n
formed of the needs and problems of
this world-encircling empire, from the
“restless  West to the turbulent
ast.” [t was to get vision. On
one point they did properly define
themselves, asking for more eflicient
and cheaper cable facilities, and se-
cured the pledge of Premier Asquith
to take wup this problem. Better
means of communication between the
states of the Greater Britain is all
important (‘heap postage on let-
ters and periodicals across the At
Jantic has done more, in shorter
time, to strengthen i1mperial sym-
pathies and interests than any other
one agency. The electric messages
above and below the water will pro
mote unity and trade. The members
of the congress were feted by King
and people with lavish graciousness
They got a close-range view of the
greatest commercial centers  of  the
world : saw something of the match-
less home-life and educational insti
tutions of learning ; witnessed arm)
manoeuvres at  Aldershot, and a
mighty naval pageant at PPorts
mouth—all of which must have vivi
fied in their minds that John Bull is
neither asleep nor living in a fool's

paradise Naturally, following the
address of welcome by Lord  Rose
bery and alimost continuous  al
lusions by others, questions of mili

tary and naval defence bulked largely
before the conference, but a resolu
tion favoring compulsory drill
throughout the Iompire was with
drawn, Mr J A\ Macdonald, of

Toronto, in a powerful speech, de
claring in favor of freedom of action,
each of the seli-governing dominions
settling such questions in its own
way “Lmperial unity, with local
Autonory therefore, expressed the
mind of the conference as the watch
word of the Mmpire l.ord Roberts,
in closing that particular discussion,

said that in Iritain they had  been
trying the voluntary system for fifty
vears, and had failed to get either
the men or the military training, ow-
mg to the engrossments of labor and

other pursuits This is a most wel-
come utterance I'here is hope  of
reliel to humanity in it from the bur
dens of militarism and the atrocities
ol wat hope that the growing day
of lieht and peace will vet make 1
possible spectacles of war as  mon
strous aus the Russian-Japanese con
flict, when two millions of peasants
were set gt work to hutcher  each
Othier Lecause  imperial  speculators
vere rivals for the exploitation  of
Korean forest wealth he delegates
from the press conference return to
their homes with a fuller knowledge
o the Fmpire, and a deepened sense
of the power and peril of journalism
m oits relation 1o world-wide Dritish
Crzenship

Pefare the close of the congress, it

decided to form an Fnpire 'ress
\ 3

chiition,  with  headquarters In
Fordon, 1o consider all matters re
the interests of the press afl

ire s o o whole, and to o ar
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manent system for the superannuation
of public-school teachers.
intellectual
I'ew people have
responsible, nerve-racking,
poorly-paid

was followed by a longer history
its predecessor,
of bodily sufler-

little recognition for their services.
as formulated, consumption at
Government,

hence will not prove so great a drain

Westminster

scinded by the Tlon. G.

L days, although in past times, as any-
as Minister

monuments
was not a very high one.
is the heading thumberland
in an Ontario daily
the privilege
The exacting test that is
to claim for burial
wholly a modern growth.
the early part of the nineteenth cen-

scales are ruining our trees,
various kinds

the community
self, or, rather, a good share
is a hopeful inster Abbey is the burial place of
the writers,

St. Paul's gains distinction from the

the youthful
line of vision seems to be dying out

Paul’'s in these days is almost
a great deal
The obstacle, however,
so much overcrowding

irretrievable Westminster.

ruthless and
r¢lentless and effective

ment, and in days when the stability
low-spirited
interference
dayv are paying the price. iealous scrutiny

(‘oleridge and Words-

Flagleston, in Nineteenth Century,

) confirmation
are nature's remedy

» plague of destructive )
the plague of destructive the habit of

wandering about the country
entered ob-

would he teaching something <ay that they were ‘‘almost finished.”’

This was enough to spread a

that a plan for a French invasion of
People, Books and Doings.

fiddle-malkers,

(‘harles Mogg says that he was at
last Saturday
that he there saw Thomas Jones who
music-seller informed Mogg that some
I'rench people had got possession
Houses, and that they

Also, they had taken

the price he puts upon
which could

hand was navigable

be purchased
instructed to take up his quarters in

neighborhood Alfoxden House
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ported that the suspected persons
are not French, but, according to a
Mr. Woodhouse and the landlord,
‘“ they are people that will do as
much harm as All the I‘rench can
do.”” l.ater he wrote to his princi-
pal :

‘““ The inhabitants of Alfoxton
House are a Sett of violent Demo-
crats. The House was taken for a
Person of the name of Wordsworth,
who came to It from a Village near
Honiton in Devonshire, about five
Weeks since. ‘T'he Rent of the House
is secured to the Landlord by a Mr.

Thomas Poole of this Town. Mr.
Poole is a Tanner and a Man of some
property. Ile is a most violent

Member of the Corresponding So-
ciety and a strenuous supporter of
Its I'riends. He has with him at
this time a Mr. Coldridge and his
wife, both of whom he has supported
since Christmas last. This Cold-
ridge came last from Bristol, and is
reckoned a Man of superior Ability.”’

No further correspondence remains,
but what Mr. KEagleston has un-
earthed proves that the detective was
no myth, and that Wordsworth and
Coleridge were actually suspected of
being I'rench spies.

Quinquennial Congress.

The last week of the Quinquennial
meetings was on a different plan to
the Council work. In the latter the
ladies met in one large hall, and all
discussions were held there. During
the (‘ongress week, the nine sections,
in Art, Education, Health, Indus-
trial Arts, Laws Concerning Women
and Children,Literature,Philanthropy,
Professions for Women, Moral Re-
form, were held simultaneously in
different halls; so the most-felt want
at this time was nine pairs of ears !
Every section was well attended
—some to overflowing—and excellent
speakers, women who knew their sub-
jects, could be heard at any hour, in
every branch of work undertaken for
the amelioration of standing caondi-
tions, and for the bettering of the
race.

Two very bright papers were read
by Miss Kdwards, of the Coaley
Poultry IFarm, Ingland ; and Miss
Wilkinson, of the Horticultural Col-
lege, Swanley, Kkent.

Miss Iidwards is President of the
Ladies’ Poultry Club, and testifies to
having made hens pay. She was
left at an early age with little
means, and took up poultry-keeping
as a life-work. She bought a small
cottage, with a cabbage-patch be-
hind, and commenced on a small
scale. To-day, this Model Poultry
Farm is a successful business enter-

prise. She has added to it, and
made many improvements out of her
profits. Miss Idwards pointed out

that there was room in every small
town and village for such an under-
taking, but that the best kind of
fowl suitable to the locality’s de-
mands be kept, and that all birds
and eggs be marketed in first-class
condition. Slipshod work was sure
death to success.

After the address, some discussion
arose as to the best dress for such
work, some ladies suggesting that
skirts were an encumbrance. Miss
Fdwards’ reply was: ‘T have al-
ways worn a tunic—a skirt shortened
to just helow the knee. I dare not
do anvthing more advanced, because
I have an old servant, devoted to
me, but she savs, ‘ The day Missus
puts on bloomers, T leave.” '




