1866

d on
vietds
3nnial
1ICC On
- very
rown

5, on
fessor
tural
bulle-
rative
nding
infor-
lated
rning
" the
ments

may
ment
Agri-

vould
f the
ough
ngs :
SB8OW-
It is
S a
e, in
rable
oted

clay-
., the
airly
falfa
ccept
eing
teen
nore

the
888,
been
nter-

rent
ntal
ring
- of
per
acre
5.27
cut-
‘hile
four
1 on
year
st ;
ing,

rent

the
was
ssed
On-
hest
ari-

64,

the
lots
ces-
1les

Jol-

by
gh-
on.
op,
ing
at,
ing

re-

1ts.
W
l in

vl ®

{ S ’é&

APRIL 16, 1908

duplicate, slightly better results were obtained
from sowing a bushel of barley per acre than from
seeding alone. On the College plots, they now
sow alfalfa in spring with a bushel of barley per
acre.

Experiments with barnyard manure, hen ma-
nure, and various kinds of commercial fertilizers
indicated that this land, which is in excellen£
heart, being well supplied with lime and the min-
eral elements of fertility, was not badly in need
of enrichment. In one test, 12 toms of manure
per acre before seeding gave an average yearly in-
crease in the following years’ hay crop of only
about half a ton per acre. In an experiment with
20 tons of farmyard manure, compared with 5
tons of hen manure, applied on well-established
alfalfa, somewhat similar results were obtained,
the hen manure producing rather noticeable re-
sults at first, but the other proving more lasting.
In the experiments with fertilizers, the phosphatic
tertilizers gave the greatest yield per acre, but
the results were not at all marked. Readers are
warned, however, that on lands less abundantly
supplied with fertility, the benefits of fertilizers
would probably be much more pronounced.

Under head of ‘‘ Uses,”” we read, ‘‘ Alfalfa can
be used in Ontario for the production of hay,
green fodder, pasture, seed, green manure, silage,
a cover crop in orchards, etc. It is quite proba-
ble that its use in this Province will be in about
the order in which the list is here given. For
the production of hay, it is a most valuable crop,
producing, under favorable conditions, large yields
of excellent quality. The green fodder is both
nourishing and appetizing.”’ As part of a per-
manent-pasture mixture for soils to which it is
adapted, alfalfa is highly commended ; pastured
alone, it is attended with some risk from bloat-
ing. Under the head of ‘‘ Quality as a Feed,”
analyses by Prof. Harcourt, of the O. A. C., are
cited, showing that it contains about one-third
more protein than red clover, and about three
times as much as timothy. Some American in-
vestigations quoted make even better showing,
indicating that it contains about 50 per cent.
more digestibe protein than common red clover.
When it is known that protein is the element
which gives bran its peculiar feeding value, the
advantage of alfalfa hay may be more fully ap-
preciated.

An important section
fluence of alfalfa roots on the soil.
grown experimentally upon alfalfa and timothy
the former in every case giving much the

devoted to the in-
Grain was
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sod,
larger crops, yields per acre being as follows:
Winter wheat, 61.5 bushels on alfalfa sod, and

barley, 30.2 on alfalfa sod, and
on timothy ; corn, 24 tons on alfalfa sod,
and 17.9 on timothy. As to the physical con-
dition of the land, it was found that, while al-
falfa was harder to plow than timothy, owing to
the immense thickness, length and strength of its
tap-roots, yet the upturned layer of soil was much
more friable in the alfalfa than in the timothy
and when some of the long roots, to a
of two, three, four or five feet, or more,
out of the subsoil and deposited in
the land was left in excellent

42.1 on timothy ;

19.7

stubble,
length
were pulled

the surface furrow,
physical condition; and, as the roots de.cayeq,
they supplied a great quantity of humus rich 1n
fertilizing elements.
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FARMERS’ CLUBS.

During the last couple of years, phrough the
various Farmers’ Institute secre-

efforts of the . f
taries, and with the aid of the Superlntegdenlt 0
I'armers’ Institutes, here and there, Farmers

The rules and regula-
n be obtained by anyone

1
X's

Clubs have been formed.

tions are simple, and ca . ; dent
interested who applies to the Superintendent,

A. Putnam, at Toronto. However, it is not Jh(?
forming of these Clubs, but their value, that this

article is intended to discuss.

DISADVANTAGES oI ISOLATION.

a DBritish statesman spoke of
« isolation "’ which has kept
nations for centuries.

has kept the farmers apart,
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Britain’s splendid
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like all other classes, to first get ssuentel : nni(
learn to know and trust one another, m.ul sou,’m(l,
discuss matters pertaining to our .lmsm('ss—an(f
under business we include all questions that af-
fect the farmer—has left us as we are to-day, un--
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THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

day, from the so-called professional classes, down
to the bootblacks, there is organization. The
members of each organization stand together,
trust one another, and in their union lies their
strength. They study their own problems, and
stand out for what they consider to be the solu-
tion of these problems. Farmers, through their
la_ck of organization, put in their time in wasting
wind, which, on account of their environment,
falls on empty air. Co-operation for a few de-
gitxid(js would produce a totally different state of
alrs.

DISCUSSION OF FARM PRACTICE.

_ Besides learning to stand together, a discus-
sion of subjects pertaining to our own occupa-
tion, viz., tilling the soil and raising stock, would
result in improved methods and an increased out-
put. In England, those districts that first took
precedence over the others, were those where a
few farmers met each week at one another’s farms
to look over the crops and stock, hear the owner
describe his methods, and discuss with him
wAhf.ather or not these were the best for his con-
ditions. In this way, new ideas and methods
were brought out, and steady improvement made
in farm management. KEach district has problems
to solve peculiarly its own. These can only be
sqtisfactorily solved by the farmers themselves,
aided by general principles, and all the particular
cases and their solutions that are on record.
These studies can be made of great educational
value. Not only may home conditions be studied,
but conditions and practices of other districts,
Provinces and countries will also come up. Know-

ing not only how, but why, makes the difference '

between the fellow who owns the mud and the
one who owns the sunshine as well. In order
to be good farmers, we cannot know too

Hawsker Rosina.

Hackney mare; chestnut; foaled 1901; sire Rosador.
pion, London Hackney Show, March,
much about our own profession. A wide

xnowledge of the History of Agriculture, past and
present, not only makes a better farmer, but also
a better man in every sense of the word, for
knowledge adds dignity to any profession.

DISCUSSION OF PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND IN-
TERESTS.

Provincial or national problems can be better
studied and discussed by a club, though the in-
dividual will do well to keep himself informed
where no such club exists. To-day, many Pro-
vincial and National questions are calling for
solutions and adjustment. Questions relating to
trade and commerce; the tarifi; Government owner-
ship; the disposal of public lands, whether timber,
mining or agricultural; and the taxation of rail-
ways, should be studied, and could be discussed
by any live club, with benefit to the members
themselves and the country.

Take the case of the taxation of railways.
One township collects less than three hundred dol-
Jars. Were these roads assessed as they are in
the State of Indiana, viz., twenty-two thousand
dollars per mile, and taxed at the ordinary rate
current in the said township, the taxes would
amount to over ten thousand dollars. In On-
tario, according to a recent writer, the railways
one-twentieth of one per cent. taxes on their
bonuses. The railways will never ask to be
taxed. It is the duty of the citizens to bring
it before the Jegislators in such a way as to com-

pay

mand respect.

Many other problems might be discussed. Here
we have just a few subjects that it is the duty of
every good citizen to know something about.

HINDSIGHT VS, FORESIGHT.
Just now the scarcity of feed is a problem
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that confronts many Ontario men. Now, we pre-
sume to say that, had our foresight been as good
as our backsight, this scarcity, with its conse-
quent losses, might have been averted. Had
the question of a likely shortage of feed been dis-
cussed early in the year 1907, when it was seen
that hay was going to be a short crop and grain
uncertain, many feeds might have been sown which
would have made up largely for the shortage. As
one instance : A short time ago we heard an In-
stitute speaker tell a story related to him by a
well-known secretary of one of the leading Farm-
ers’ Institute Associations. This secretary said :
< About fifteen years ago there occurred a short-
age in this district which caused much loss. Next
year the growing of soiling and other supplemen-
tary crops was discussed, and, as a result, for
several years there was abundance. Good times
and crops made men careless again, with the re-
sult that to-day we are worse off than we were
fifteen years ago. Oné wide-awake boy, however,
in my own district noticed that eight acres of his
crop was a failure. He asked me what was best
to do. I urged him to plow it up and sow to
corn. He did so, with the result that he has
been able to sell pver four hundred dollars’ worth
of hay that would have been required for the
stock on the farm had the corn not been sown,’’
This boy had foresight. Our backsight now tells
many of us we might have done something similar
with good results. This was just another in-
stance of the value of getting together and dis-
cussing one’s own business.

COHESION AND CO-OPERATION.

A burning question is the marketing of all' agri-
cultural produce. The tolls exacted by the mid-
dlemen are out of all reason. By the organiza-
tion of Farmers’ Exchanges and concerted action
on the part of the pro-
ducers, these things
could be greatly lessen-
ed. The method o f
dumping nearly all our
produce on the market
at one time of the
year, whether the mar-
ket is up or away
down, stagnates trade,
and has a ruinous ef-
fect on prices. Our per-
ishable = products could
all be held in cold
storage, and sent for-
ward as demanded. A
steady, brisk demand,
and, consequently, fair
prices, would be the re-
sult. The bulls and
bears would not be
found on the market,
which would be a bless-
ing to both producer
and consumer. Co-
operation has done
much for the minority
wherever tried ; why
should not the  great
majority of the people
of this country profit,

also. Adhesion is hard-
First in class and cham- ly enough. Cohesion
1908, would be what is nec-
essary.
MUST DEVELOP OUR OWN REPRESENTA-
TIVES.

Another thing that often causes the observer
to pause and consider is why agriculturists are
represented in the Provincial Legislatures and in
the Dominion House by so many lawyers and
other professional men. Ninety-six lawyers in the
Dominion House out of two hundred and fourteen
members, while farmers number about four-
teen. Seven-tenths of the people of Canada
are represented by fourteen members out of two
hundred and fourteen. No one would admit that
the average boy who stays on the farm is less
intelligent than the one who studies law or medi-
cine. These latter get a training in public
speaking and in debating. This training could
be obtained largely in any well-run Farmers’
Club. One old-time club trained all the M. P.’s
for the county for over a quarter of a century.
At the same time, other counties were importing
their representatives from ouside. Not that these
other counties had not the men, but they had not
men trained to think, and give clear expression to
their thoughts while on their feet. '

Give the boy on the farm half the chance his
brother gets, and we shall not be in the
humiliating position of not being able to furnish
our own representatives. Moreover, if the young
people are given a chance for self-improvement at
home, there will not be 8o many ever read to
flock to the city. To-day, a training that will
it the farmer to fill justly, honestly and well
both private and public offices, has become an im-

-perative duty of every citizen of this Province of

Ontario, if agriculture is to occupy its proper
position as the first and most useful of all pro-
fessions.




