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The Farm

Yields What
Cold,

The farm is more generally appreciated as the
tendency grows to revolt against the sordid vul-
garity of wealth. The artificialities which money
alone procures will probably never be enjoyed so
largely on the farm as among the privileged few
of the cities. People who hanker after the in-
dulgence of exclusive luxuries are not those who
will be first attracted by the wholesome
enjoyment that farm life offers in

natural
such refreshing

contrast. the

The city Croesus speeds  through
country in his automobile.

THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

How to Advertise a Country.

lature to build a new Capitol. The farmers of
Maine, while anxious to keep down the tax rate
and expenses of Government, also wish to have
more done for good roads, rural schools, the agri-
cultural interests, the State hospitals, and the
suppression of the brown-tail and gypsy moths.
‘“The Farmer's Advocate’’ is asked for an
opinion whether the farmers will gain more
through the possible advertising of the State by
the erection of an expensive Capitol, situated in
the chief commercial center of the State, than by
spending any available funds for the other objects,
and retaining the Capitol as at present, within a
few miles of the center of the population ?

Now, the question of the cost and location of
the State building of Maine is one of domestic
concern, upon which it'is hardly proper for us to
venture an opinion. While the building should be
in keeping with the requirements of a great State,
we believe that millions have been needlessly lav-
ished upon such structures elsewhere, and there
can be no question whatever of the greater ad-
vantage to farmers and the people generally of
more liberal expenditures for the promotion of
agriculture and for the alleviation of human suf-
fering than outlays for public works, in the bene-
fits of which usually a few contractors and public
officials are the chief beneficiaries. A contented

and prosperous people is the best advertisement of
Maine or any other State.

HORSES.

History of Oid Messenger.

When Messenger landed in America, on May 16,
1788, the history of the trotting horse began. A
flame was kindled that has never gone out. Mes-
senger’s light will never fade away, and any facts
connected with the horse are always interesting to
most horsemen.

For many years there
place where Messenger was
was claimed by some that he was landed in New
Jersey, others insisted that New York was the
place where the horse first set foot on American
soil, while others claim that Philadelphia was the
city in which he landed.

From a systematic search of the Congressional
Library, made by George P. Floyd, a prominent
turf writer, he states that he found a volume of
the Pennsylvania Packet and Advertiser for the
years 1788-89, which was published in Phila-
delphia.

In the issue of May 17, 1788, was found a
notice of the arrival at Philadelphia of the brig
Dove (the vessel docked at the foot of Market
street), with assorted cargo and the stallions
Messenger and Governor, from Liverpool. There
was where Messenger was landed.

In a copy of the Same paper, June 15, 1788
was found an advertisement of g stallion bill,
stating that the gray stallion Imported Messenger
would stand for service during the season of 1788
at the Black Horse Tavern stable, on Market
street, at a fee of $10 the season and $1 each for
the groom.

The seasons of 1798, 18G5 and 1806 he stood
at Oyster Bay, Long Island, at Townshend Cock’s

was a doubt about the
landed in America. It

A proposition is before the Maine State Legis-

FOUNDED ix6g
ger got his trotting instinct from, is to som,.
hard problem to solve, while others seem to have
struck the keynote. Engineer was by Sampsonp,
a thick, heavy-made horse, with large, bony legs,
heavy mane and tail, with shaggy fetlocks, a big
head, and rough-coated ; so much was he like g
cart horse that many doubted his being sired by
Bass, who was a fine-made, clean horse. His
propensity to trot was very strong. He woulg
always start off on a trot, and trot quite fast :
he was obliged to be whipped hard to induce him
to change his trot into a run. These facts are
proved in the old turf papers and books of that
day. .

Although Engineer or Mambrino showed po
inclination to trot, perhaps it was because they
had no chance to do so. The instinct to trot
and sire trotters cropped out in Messenger, and
probably started in Samson.

Messenger had no great reputation while ip
England, and his star did not commence to shine-
on this side of the sea for some years after he
came here. Messenger had heen in America but g
short time when the Pennsylvania Legislature
passed a law prohibiting racing. That com-
pelled those owning horses to keep them for roag
purposes. About that time, the country roads
growing better, and road wagons made lighter,
trotting came into fashion, and the wonderful)
trotting speed of the Messenger family was dis-
covered. It seems to have been more a matter
of accident than anything else that Messenger was
found to be a great sire of trotters. The progeny
of Messenger, sons and grandsons, found their
way in considerable numbers into Canada in the °
thirties and forties of last century, and produced
a grand class of carriage, road and general-pur-
pose horses, the blood of the old horse being re-
markably prepotent.

a

The Enrollment of Stallions and its
Effect in Saskatchewan.

Editor ‘* The Farmer’'s Advocate '’ -

With regard to the enrollment,
that we have but few expressions of opinion oa
file concerning the work of the ordinance ; but
from what I know of the horsemen and farmers
in general, gathered from personal contact, I
may say that the ordinance meets with public °
approval, especially among the better horsemen
and more advanced farmers. It has also had the
effect of bringing to the notice of some purchasers
that what they supposed to be pure-bred stallions
are not pure-bred, and cannot be enrolled as such
in this Province.

The striking thing about the

I beg to say

working out of

the ordinance is the information gleaned there-
from as to the comparative number of grade
horses in use. I

was prepared to expect a large
proportion, but must confess disappointment on
finding that the proportion is so large as it is.
No distinction is made between sound and un-
sound animals in the Horse-breeders’ Ordinance.
A. P. KETCHEN,
Deputy Commissioner of Agriculture.

LIVE STOCK.

Sask.

Payment of Dog Tax Shoyld Exempt

Owaner from Individyal Liabiliry
for Sheep Claims.

Editor ‘* The Farmer's Advocate ' :

LIS) > ) ’ J s Y P o aice . . .
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they bring to him, envying them not to his ) A and —while the many are lot of with a paltry dollar
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neighbor, who may also share them to the full. people formed a procession and fol- " per year 2  j dogs be not a nuisance, there is
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