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The Fruit Year in Nova Scotia.
A MEMORABLE SEASON IN THE HISTO
FLOURISHING INDUSTRY. Yoo A
(BY PROF. E. E. FAVILLE.) G
The past year has been a most prosperous one
for the land of the *Bluenoses.” Especially is this

* grue in all the farming districts. In spite of the

packward fall, beset with wet weather, the barns
cellars, and granariés are all well filled, bespeaking,
the possibilities of the ¢ Province by the Sea.” In
all lines the common word has been “ a bountiful
« harvest.” Nature has been busy during the past
year on every side, but she has not done it all, for
the Nova Scotian farmer has not been idle. His
brain, as well as his brawn, has been actively
engaged in making the best of his opportunities. As
a result, improved methods are noticed and a
healthy growth observed all alone the line, more
so during 1896 than ever before. During the year
about to end, more meetings of Farmers’ Institutes
have been held, with a better feeling of co-operation
than in other years—a good sign. The develop:
ment of fruit culture has eclipsed that of any other
br&nqh of farming, bringing larger revenues to the
Province than any other two agricultural in-
dustries. This has been due largely to the efforts
of the N. S. Fruit-Growers’ Association, which

HARVESTING GRAVENSTEL
MR. C. R. H. STARR,

having, by | large profits.

the aid of the Provincial Government,

and equipped a free school of horticulture, the only
is fitted for the

one on this Continent. The school is
education of the fruit-growers, and for the study
the many orchard problems,
series of lectures given duri
sections throughout the
industry is still in its infancy,
the last decade and & half cl
attention of the agriculturists, es

far-famed ‘ Annapolis . planted a8
now is with thousands of apple, pear,

apricot, cherry, an
fruits besides, including the development
cranberry bogs.
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aimed the EENCE a.lo?]e, but has extended to the Provinces of

Prince Edward Island, a greabt
to fruit-growing there

t to end has breeding bulls, es
The | Aberdeen - Angus reeds; the active demand for

pecially in th2

pluml..l during th ast year
i e s
g i 3 4 to the fruit-growers.
ts for the Ayrshires from S

:emlg ,(,)pened up_and planted. The * Gravenstein
dp{f : of N. S. is celebrated the world over for its
t: ;:ous ﬂa.v:or and color. Trees have been known
b M‘Tas hlg}l as twenty-five barrels of apples per
a.ree'fruié“f!al:‘gl;mp?l! tfgrmsf in the Annapolis Valley
5 se farm
thﬁfg :o thirty acres in exbenst-. s, wiyuslly: Lo
g ccompanying engraving shows a limpse o
TlYYl!low Bank ” fruit farm, ngar Wolf;gille,pN. Sf
B le lss t:. typical fruit farm, the property of Mr. C.
lll‘Ou l;r, a leading fruit-grower. The cut shows a
e tg % Gravenstein trees at packing time in
orcl:)h ﬁ er. There are about twenty acres of bearing
i lt:e in this block. Some of the trees are not in
el aring ; a portion of the trees are home-grown
o cltl,l_whlch is always best, making hardier and
t;_ea ier trees. Mr. Starr has the following varie-
Glreﬁdpla.nted, viz. : Gravensteins, Ribstons, Kings,
Pp en Russets, Nonpareils, Baldwins, Blenheim,
ippin, and Northem Spy. The soil is & clay loam,
well tile-drained. The orchard has been fertilized
i:hleﬂy with stable manure and marsh mud (the
atter being easy to obtain), supplemented with
small.quantltles of bone meal, muriate of potash,
and nitrate of soda. Young trees arc all cultivated
with hogd crops, while the older portion of the
orchard is cultivated thoroughly in Fhe spring and
sown with buckwheat, plowing it under in the fall.

British Agriculture in 1896.

A COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW FROM WHICH THE

CANADIAN FARMER CAN DRAW VALU-
ABLE LESSONS.

(BY ‘ABCIHB.'}'LD M'NEILAGE, EDITOR OF THE * 8COTTISH
FARMER” AND SECRETARY OF THE CLYDESDALE
SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND.)

. In some respects 1896 has been memorable in the
Listory of British agriculture. It has witnessed a
distinct revival in cattle breeding, & recovery in the
dairy industry, a notable advance in the price of
wheat, and an unusual activity in the sphere of legis-
lation. These may be said to exhaust the favora le
e]ement,s in the agricultural world. On the wrong
side of the account we have had an uncertain, not
to say b&gl harvest, a fall in the prices of sheep,
and no revxyal worthy of the name in the realm of
horse breeding. This applies to the general horse
trade of the kingdom, but there have been notable
ceptipns.l prices have been realized, and Irish
hunting horses continue as of yore to hold the
first place in the affections of gentlemen who
follow the hounds. Times, taking the average
through, have not improved ; money, with the
average farmer, is a scarce commodity, and for the
cattle feeder and grain grower in the Scottish Mid-
lands the vears 1895 and 1896 have probably been
the worst he has ever. experienced. This rapid sum-
of
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