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Nature’s Diary.
BY A. BROOKER KLUGH, M. A.
Birds on the Farm—4.

In attracting birds about our homes in the summer a
bird-bath is a very useful device. In times of drought,
when _most of the pools.and s‘reams have dried up, the
birds are in great nced of water to drink and to bathe
in,

A bird-bath mav be as simple or as ornamental as
one desires. " A rough earthenware 'saucer from six to
twelve inches in diameter, with half an-inch of fresh
water in it, will serve fairly well and will attract many
birds. In the case of any bird-bath the first considera-
tion is the depth of water. Very few birds will bathe
in water that is deeper than two and a" half inches,
and most birds will refuse to jump into water even of
this depth. The best construction for any bird-bath
is to arrange it so that the water is less than Kalf an inch
deep at one end, or all round the edge, and two or two
and a half inches deep at the other end, or in the middle.
The bottom should be rough, as the birds object to a
slippery bottom to their bathing-place just as much as

we do. It is decidedly advisable to place the bath on a

support of some kind, so as to raise it three or four feet

from the ground, as there is danger of the birds being
pounced upon by a cat while they are engaged in their
ablutions if the bath is on the ground.

So far we have confined ourselves to the means of
attracting birds in spring and summer, but there are
several hardy species of birds which remain with us
throughout the winter and also a good many species that
come down in the winter from northern regions. It is
of particular interest to have these birds about our homes
at this scason when bird-life is at its lowest ebb.

The first thing to consider in attracting birds in
winter is the presence of trees and bushes which produce
fruits that are relished by many species of birds and which
remain on the branches throughout the winter., With
such trees and shrubs growing about the house one will
be certain to entertain interesting bird guests every
winter, and will also se¢ some of the rarer winter visitors,
such as the Evening Grosheak, and the Bohiemian Wax
wing, which would not otherwise he seen

Some of the best trees and shrulis for this purpos
are the following: Manitoba Maple (\cer negundod,
Red Cedar (Juniperus virginiana), Common [unipe:
(J. communis), Smooth Sumach (Rhus glabra, Staghorn
Sumach (Rhus typhina), Wild Rose (Rosa humilis and
other species), Mountain-ash (Pyrus amecricanus:,
Snowberry (Symphoricarpos racemosus), Sheepherry
(Viburnum lentago), High-bush  Cranberry — \'ih
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urnum opulus,) Climbing Bittersweet (Celastrus scand-
ens), G?ay Birch, (Betula popuhljoha), Hawthorr!
(Crataegus punctata and other species and Hemlocl\v
(Tsuga canadensis). Many of these species not only
furnish food for winter birds, but are highly ornamental
at all seasons, so that they greatly enhance the sur-
roundings of the house. )

Many other winter birds feed almost exclusively
upon seeds and in times of deep snow, when many of the
seed-bearing plants are covered up, they will be attracted
by a supply of seeds. Suitable seeds for such use are
hemp seed, millet, sunflower seeds, and ‘cracked corn,
and other foods which will be eagerly received by many
species are bread crumbs, cake crumbs and broken
nuts. For success in feeding native birds with these
foods it is absolutely necessary to eliminate the House
Sparrow or else they will drive away the other birds
and get most of the food. o ‘

In feeding seeds and crumbs it is much more efficient
to place them on a food-tray rather than to scatter them
on the snow. Such a tray should be made about three
feet long and a foot and a half wide, with laths nailed
on to form a rim, a hole bored in each corner to drain
off water from rain or melting snow, and fastened on a
pole three or four feet high, or attached to the window-
sill. The very best kind of food-tray is the weather-
cock tray, *which is both a food-tray and a shelter and
eliminatesthe difficulty of keeping the tray free of snow.
This tray, which is shown herewith, is set on a pole in
such a way that it revolves and the wings keep it with
the opening facing away from the wind. The pole
should project up through the floor of the tray, and the
end of the pole should enter a hole in a block on the in-
side of the roof, the top of the pole being rounded and a
smooth rounded head of an iron nut in the top of this
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The Weathercock Bird-tray.

hole should bear on the rounded end of the pole, so that
it will revolve easily. The box should be about 2,
feet long, 15 inches across and 106 inches in height at
the front, and the back should consist of a sheet of glass.
The wings should project 15 inches from the box and their
rounded portion should be 7 inches in diameter.

Many birds, particularly the Chickadees, Nuthatches,
and Woodpeckers, are very fond of suet. Lumps of
suet may be tied securely to trees, or if it is found that
squirrels cut the strings and carry off the lumps, they
may be fastened down with half-inch wire netting.

We have now briefly dealt with the chief means of
attracting ‘birds at all seasons of the year. Like every-
thing else worth doing it involves a little trouble and a
little foresight. But it is work that repays with com
pound interest the effort expended, and one of its great
advantages is that by this means the birds are brought
where we can enjoy their lively company at all times,
brought where both the aged and the very young can
enjoy watching them, and children who thus grow up
with a love for their feathered neighbors will have a
most valuable asset which will remain with them all
the days of their lives.

The Rising Generation Won't Rise
Very High Without Good
Teachers.
By SaNDy Frasik,

I've been hearin’ an’ readin’ quite a bit lately aboot
the school teachers in this part o' the ountry, an’ in the
ither parts o' the country as weel. There are those that
say that they are no’ gettin’ pay cnough for the work

they do an’ maybe there's somcthin' in it. It's the

fashion to be goin’ on strike these davs, but there's no
muckle chance for the teachers to be strikin' unless it's

what they can be daein’ wi' a ruler on the heids o

some

o' their pupils. They could dae that, I mind in T
yvoung days.

There was a teacher we had that used to go by the

name o' “‘old Gray™ an’ il it wasn't that he'd deiil

an’

gone noo I'd be sayin' he was an “auld dei]” as well
He seemed tae think that the onlyv wayv to put knowledge
into a youngster's heid was to hammer it in An' many’

. An' s

the strap an’ birch switch he wore oot in the Process
Ony o' his scholars that were aliaid o hin had
hard time o' it, but there was some o' the hig ch w "\]l ‘;‘
used to gang to school in the winter time, that he 1 ‘»|.--’I(i
nough aboot to leave alone. My quldest o g
one o' these.
There was a

brither was

knot-hole i one ot
door o’ the school an' it wae a trick the auld fellow hid
-

ootside. tl

boards in the

to be watchin® the bairms at play
pla
hole. 1 he wonvthing that wa

» , . ‘ gie him 1N excuse fin
using s strap lates n v iy | T I '
r raj ron you wosure he nvade gy

rousn this

o’ the apportunity Us(

One day my brither found oot about this setit.:
auld chap’s and makin' a guid big S“;‘l“'gatlﬁk
aroond to the front o' the school an’, al| at once, h:
the ball straight for the knot-hole. He wag 3 r.idﬂnng
was my brother, an’ the hole stay~d plugged ﬁ)gl’uth:‘hu'
o’ that day, an’ when auld Gray called us in after
he kept winkin’ his right eye as though it wag

him. He'd got a wee bit o’ that snowbal| jn it, :‘":{gl:'
But he never said a word tae ma brither, Gin i

I who had done the trick he'd have skinned me an't,
the hide. I mind o’ him takin’ hauld o’ my ear ane t;
for somethin’ or ither that I'd done, an' | imagine |
feel the twist he gave it to this day. It was naetc'u,
short o’ a crime to cage up a bunch o' wee lads an’ hhl?g'
wi' an auld bear like that, s
I suppose there was something that could be said i
the man, if it came to that. He was an uncoflgl:fidmwiit‘:
an’ he had®the reputation o’ bein’ a master-hand at
figures, althouﬁh, sae far as this goes, there was majr
o’ his figures, that I mind of, on my back than there wag
on the blackboard.

And his salary was na so big that ye could call him
vera muckle o’ a Jew. It was twenty-five pounds a year,
That wouldn’t keep the clothes to his back NG0-a-days.
but it was different then.
was plenty, onyway.

But later on teachers' salaries went up to as high as
two hundred dollarsa year, an’ they were in a poseetion
tosave money. An'lots o’ them did it, too. The
price for board was five dollars a month. An' if the
teacher happened to be a young woman, an' was guid-
lookin’ tae boo*, the auld farmer that she had beed
boarding with wad, very aften, throw off half a dollar
a month. “But dinna tell the auld wumman,” he'd say.

Some o’ these teachers o' a by-gone day were pretty
guid examples o' the saying that it depends mair on
what ye are than on what ye get, how much money
ye'll have. At the same time, I canna say that I've ever
found ony o’ them mean or miserly, as ye might say.
I'll gie ye an example.

Ye ken all aboot this Forward Movement that's been
going on amang the Churches? Weel, as ye may
they appointed me as one o’ the canvassers. Gin there's
a job going that the ither fellow won't do, I get it.
I aften wish that song that I will be hearin’ them singin’
noo an’ again, ‘‘Have courage my boy, to say No"
had been going in my young days. I might hae gota
lesson oot o’ it. But ‘‘No" is an unco’ big word to
begin to use in yer auld days when ye have been in the
habit o’ saying “Yes' all yer life.

However, be that as it may, they sent me oot wi'
the cards. And, by way o’ gettin’ a guid start, I went
to one o' my farmer friends that had teen stackin' up
the bawbees for quite a while and, sae far as givin'
away money was concerned, belonged to the class that
“could if thevy would.” Puttin’ him at the head o' the
list ought to coax somethin’ worth while oot o' him, I
thought to mysel.’

Can ye guess how muckle I got from him? Onc dollar,
neither mair nor less. He had a lang story aboot what
it took tae rin the hoose noo-a-days, but I dinna mind
all what he said while I was makin’ oot his card. [ was
thinkin' o' ither things.

The next person I-happened to come across was-one—
o' these school teachers, that we have been talkin
aboot. She has been teachin' no’ far from her hame
in a small school that never paid her mair than_rfpyl'v
hundred dollars a year in all the time she has been init.
“I-suppose I shouidn’t ask her,” says I to mysel,'"“but
maybe she’d like to double the amount I noo have on
my list?

“Well, I was thinking,” she said when I askefi hﬂ:z
“of giving a hundred dollars. Would that be all rlgl]t?
saysshe. Juist a quarter o’ her last year's salary. Th“!ks
[ to mysel,” “Hats off to our teachers, gin they’re all lie
vou." .

I often think that, some way or other, the profession
o' teaching should hae as guid an effect on the teacher
as on the scholars. Maybe better, for the teacher 18
generally the one that learns the lesson best. She hasto,
to teach it. And she measures the result o' her wo
in lives and developed character, while the rest 0" US
measure ours in dollars an’ cents, mostly.

So, if there's one profession in this country that we
should look after and pay well, it is that o' the teach‘ersé
If we pay good living wages we'll get plenty 0’ the righ
kind o men an’ women to take up the work. If we
don’t we won't. For if we don't give the rising gener-
tion the best in the way o’ teachers an’ leaders it won't
rise very high, ye may be sure o’ that. When-a mal 18
picking out his life-job he’s got to ken what kind o' pay
goes with it. Low wages will mean poor teachers it
the end.  We all ken this and then, when it comes t'(;
putting a couple or three hundred dollars to the teacher
salary, we forget everything but the fact that we Wi
have to put up the money. . o

Sure we'll have to put it up, but it's the best mveS,tt
ment that we'll ever put our money into. Tl_nsllfedoes?n
amount tae a hill o' beans unless taken 1n conpeCt‘lO
wi' the future. That's the one thing worth \\'orklng or,
the future of the country and the race. And if the;;:
is any person who will have mair to do with whatﬁ 5
next generation, an’ the next, an’ the m'\:t,'vnll pethare
the school teacher, I'd like to ken who it is an’ W e
ve'll find him :

We're at the deciding point right now. Make thlllllgs
better for our educators, pay them wages that wo

. - east
look decent to a section hand on a railway, a’telver}':
and things will keep movin’ ahead, as Nature an i

thing else intended. But hold back the money, an We

this case, whatever, we'll hold back the world. fers
rwhat we pay for, nine times oot o’ ten, be it teac

preachers or town-lots.

ot

The rest o' us all thought ita\
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