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[ POULTRY YARD
We Want Eggs This Winter

(Continued From ImH Week)
5. No .natter how well we can qual­

ify in the foregoing pointa, let our 
pullets be from a good laying strain, 
and healthy stock, hatched at the 
right time and kept growing and 
vigorous. If they are not kept healthy 
after they go into winter-quarters, 
they are not likely to produce many 
eggs during the cold months. Ir. this 
country, where winters are long and 
severe, it requires attention to keep 
hens in the best of health. If the 
pullets, however, have gone into their 
winter quarters in a good thrifty con­
dition. the poultryman, under ordin­
ary conditions, should keep them so.

Plenty of fresh air and exercise 
during the day, with comfortable, 
well-ventilated quarters to roost in at 
night, are no small 'actors in contin­
uing the healthy condition of the lay­
ing pullets throughout the winter.

So-called egg-producing foodr of a 
stimulating nature, may have their 
place in some flocks, but I would pre­
fer not to be obliged to depend on 
them. The same may also be said 
of hot mashes—especially where hens 
are housed in cold quarters. Neither of 
these are necessary to health, and, 
in fact, are usually detrimental.

8. Just what is the ideal food for 
laying hens. I am not prepared to 
say. This is where the judgment of 
the feeder must come in. We hear a 
good deal about “balanced rations" 
for our laying hens—in fact me 
writers make it so complicated that 
no person but a chemist can under­
stand what to feed. Don't let such 
writers scare you. The easiest way- 
out of the difficulty is: Let the hen 
balance her own rations. Give h-r a 
variety of good, wholesome, clea 
food and you may have no doubt th 
the hen will make a wise choice.

In the artificial conditions in 
hens are placed during the 
months, it is, of course, nee to
supply certain elements in .od :
for instance ; the grit, the lime in the 
oyster-shell, the animal food in the 
beef-scrap, or milk, the green food in 
the vegetables. Keep up the appetite 
of the hen by giving her this variety 
of food. Don’t he afraid of giving 
her too much—you cannot over-feed 
a laying hen.

SYSTEM OF PBBD1NU
The system of feeding is, to a cer­

tain extent, important. There are 
so many systems, however, that one 
need not be at a loss to find a method, 
or a combination of methods which 
suit conditions. The method used at 
Macdonald College is a combination 
of the hopper system and feeding in 
the litter. In the hopper is placed 
dry bran, which insures a regular 
supply of food to the hens at all 
times. I do not like to see a hen 
going t< bed hungry—especially on 
cold nights her crop should be full. 
She then can the better stand the 
low temperature. This hopper, as 
well as a small hopper containing 
grit, oyster-shell and beef-scrap, is
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accessible at all times. Once a day, 
between two and three o'clock in the 
afternoon, a liberal allowance of 
mixed grain is thrown into the litter. 
The hens scratch for this, fill up their 
crops before retiring, and, when 
morning comes, there is still suffi­
cient grain left in the straw to keep 
them scratching until the next feed 
m the afternoon.

The advantagîs of this system arc 
two-fold. The grain in the litter en­
courages the fowl to exercise, which 
is very essential, and, as they prefer 
the whole grain to the bran, they will 
scratch in the litter as long as there 
is any grain left. Hliould the supply 
be exhausted before they are fed 
again, they go to the hopper, and 
need never be very hungry

The quantity we feed to each hen 
varies. Some hens eat more than 
others. Hens eat more some days 
than they do others. The only stand­
ard we nave is the standard of the 
hens’s capacity. We lik- to keep a lit­
tle grain in the litter liât if a hen 
is hungry she is not discouraged by 
scratching and not getting anything. 
On the other hand, if there is too 
much left in the litter, she gets it too 
easily, fills up too quickly and does 
not require to work for it. Let h r 
have then all that she will scratch 
for, and, when she gets too lasy to 
scratch far her living, reduce her 
rations— F. C. E.

A Proper House
If we want eggs in the winter time, 

and have the stock and the feed, it is 
also necessary to have a proper house. 
By a proper house, I mean (a) a house 
in the first place that is dry. Damp 
houses never hold healthy stock. 
(b) A house with plenty of ventila­
tion but without drafts. During the 
da; the house should be opened up, 

that the hens, while they are 
atching in the litter, enjoy an

moephere as fresh as out-doors, (c) 
Don't put on double-windows in the 
hope of reducing the dampness in the 
house. It but adds to the humidity. 
Open up the windows, give the house 
a chance to become pure, arid, no 
mattter how cold the house is, if the 
air^is pure and dry. the hens will not

At night, especially in the extreme 
cold, have a curtain to drop down be­
fore the roosts to give them an extra 
cover, (d) The house need not be ex­
pensive. A cheap house, simply con­
structed, so that it will be easily 
cleaned, without drafts, gives the best 
results.—F. C. E.

Annual Meetings at Winter Fair
All meetings, unless otherwise spec­

ified, will be held in the northwest 
wing of the City Hall, Guelph, (up­
stairs), opposite the council chamb r.

Western Ontario Poultry Associa­
tion.—Thursday, December 10th, at

American Leicester Breeders’ Asso­
ciation—Tuesday, December 8th, at

Orpington Club of Canada.—Wed­
nesday, December 9th, at 10 a.m.

Canadian Barred Plymouth Rock 
Club.—Wednesday, December 9th, at

Canadian Game and Game Bantam 
Association .—Queen’s Hotel, Guelph, 
Wednesday, December 9th, at 2 p.m.

Canadian White Plymouth Rock 
Club—Wednesday, December 9th, at 
3:30 p.m.

Canadian White Wyandotte Club.— 
Thursday, December 10th, at 10 a.m.

Turkey and Waterfowl Club of Can­
ada.—City Hall (Main Hall), Guelph 
Thursday, December 10th, at 10 a.m.

Three Don’t* For Turkey 
Breeder*

In my eight years of turkey raising, 
we find there are three dont’s we must 
observe These are :

First.—Don't over-feed the parent 
Stock, or the little ones.

If the breeders are too fat, they 
'ill not lay nearly so many eggs and 

the eggs are ap; to have rough or soft 
shells. An over-fat hen will likely 
break her eggs when sitting. If we 
over-feed the little ones, it spoils their 
digestion and causes bowel trouble.

Second.—Don’t inbreed.
We always introduce new blood 

into our flock at least every two years, 
end sell all the pullets the first year. 
In this way our birds are not related, 
and we never have any little, puiy 
turkeys, as there are sure to be if we 
carry the lines too close.

Third.—Don’t allow lice or mites in 
the flock.

Commence fighting them when you 
set the hen. Dust her well with in­
sect powder. When she is done hatch­
ing, I grease her back with lard and 
sulphur. When the little ones are 
three days old, I c’ust then, and I am 
particular to get tile powder among 
their little wing quills on the outside 
of the wings, as the quill lice, as v/e 
call them, are the first to make the'r 
appearance.—The Standard.

Indigestion in Turkeys
What can 1 do for indigestion in tur­

keys‘—Mrs. Leigh, Richmond Cp.. (Jin-
Give a dose of epsom salts, two tea- 

spoonfuls to a grown bird. Give in 
water, or mash, or spoon fed directly 
into the mouth.—F. C. E.

Sitting Incubator Now
Do you thing that would pay me to 

start my incubator now so as to have 
early chicks to tell aa broilers?—D. H., 
Hastings Co.. Ont.

No. Unless you have a good brood­
er houoe and even then it may be 
doubiful.-F. C. E.

Short Course* in Poultry

U ce, Guelph, Ont.; Macdonald Col­
lege. Quebec; Agricultural Collegt 
Truro, N. 8. I am not sure whether 
or not the Winnipeg College offers 
one.—F. C. E.

A New Poultry Paper.—We have re­
ceived the first copy of "The Standard, 
the Poultry World Bi-weekly,” printed 
at Quincy, 111. The first appearance 
gives promise of an up-to-date poultry

paper, made up in the neat, attractive
style characteristic of the editor, Mr. 
Frank C. Hare, first chief of the poul­
try division at Ottawa. Mi. Hare will 
be remembered by many, and he has 
the beat wishes of his Canadian 
friends— F. C. E.
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FOR SALE ANII WANT ADVERTISINi
Advertisements under this heading In­

serted at iate of two cents a word for 
each insertion, each number, sign or single 
letter to count as one word. Minimum 

j post, 28 cents, strietly oaah in advance.

CHOICE BARRED ROCK COCKERELS, 
bred from extra laying strain, $1.50 each. 
Also few pullets— J. F. Treverton, 
Poachers Mills, Ont. E 12-2

WANTED TO 01VE AWAY pure-bred 
fowls for new subscript ions to this 
paper. A pair of pure-bred fowls given 
away for only four new subscriptions 
to The Canadian Dairyman and Farm­
ing World. Write the Clrcul ttlon Man­
ager, The Canadian Dai'y man and 
Farming World, i'eterborouth, Ont.

FOUNTAIN PEN FLEE.
A 14 kl. Cold Fountain Pen will be 

given to any person who eeourec only 
onj now eubeorlptlon for The Can­
adian Dairymen and Farming World. 
These pens are guaranteed to give 
satisfaction. Try and win one.

ONTARIO PROVINCIAL

WINTER FAIR
WILL BE HELD AT

Guelph, Ont., December 7th to 11th, 1908 
Over $10,000.00 in Prizes

Exhibits of Hoof Cattle, Dairy Cattlo, Sheep. Swine, Poultry. Seeds 
Entries for Live Stock and Seeds close Nov. Hit Poultry entries close Nov. 23rd.

A SPLENDID PROGRAMME OF LECTURES HAS BEEN ARRANGED
•INOLE FARE RATEE ON ALL RAILWAYS

For Prize List, Entry Forms or Programme apply to the Secretary
Lieut.-Col R. McEWEN, President A. P. WESTERVELT, Secretary
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Poultry Books Given Away Free of Cost
Your choice of the following, for securing i JJIsoaeoe ot Poultry
Only One New Subscription Pwjt£°p£T*jioney
for thlS paper at $ I a year I | Poultry Feed In a- un«l Fattening

Send us only ONE New Subscription at $1 and we will send any of the above 
free of cost. Write for sample copies.

CIBCl'LATION DEPARTMENT
RURAL PUBLISHING COMPANY. Limited

PBTERBORO, ONT.
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» of this publication when writing to advertisers


