THE CHURCH,

scorpions showed themselyes oceasionally,

One thing that struck me particularly in m
fields, was the large extent of
white quartz overlying the bla

4 question to which I have not
yet seen a satisfactory answer,

I was unavoidably detained in Melbourne a whole tedious month,
waiting for a vessel; at length I obtained o passage ; but though it was
only in the second cabin, most of my pound of gold wag spent in secur-
ingit. The captain was a not very pleasant character, who not having
the fate of the “ Ancient Mariner” before his €yes, spent a good deal of
his time shooting with a pea-rifle at gulls angd albatrosses, as T overheard
a sailor telling another, “to keep the devil out of his mind.” My fel.
low-passengers, especially those in the second cabin, were mostly an il]-
conditioned set, many of them being conviets who had “served thejr
time,” and who, though doubtless they had “left thejr country for their
country’s good,* were certainly not returning for its benefit,

A notable exception and contrast, indeed, was formeq by the presence
of an English clergyman, who was most obliging in lending ma books,
and to this hour I feel grateful when I remember his kindness,

That clergyman is, or was very lately, a dweller in the “Dominion” ;
should his eye fall upon this page, he will be reminded of the voyage
from Melbourne to London, of the good ship Northumberlang,

L.

THE CHURCH,

THE present age may well be said to be an age of revolutions, "I

whatever direction we look, whether to the old world or to the new,
incessant and abrupt changes are taking place, traditions and institutions
unquestioned for centuries Past, are being placed on their defence, while
men’s minds are necessarily unsettled, and they are learning to douht




