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the protection of the law against those mem­
bers of the community who regard the cheat - 

insurance company as they regard

the fire lobs and the fublic.
The manifesto issued by Fire Chief Tremblay, of 

Montreal, regarding the tire loss of this city and
will do useful work in directing the attention

ing of an
the cheating vf a railroad. a< almost, if not 

act of virtue. The companies need this

ci 'ti-

tment
of the public to facts and figures which, under pre- 

circumstances. cannot he proclaimed too often 
upltasised too strongly. Chief Tremblay rightly 

forth his statement direct to the public, and

quite, an
protection, not so much because the eighth command­
ment forbids stealing from a fire insurance company 
as strongly as it forbids stealing from anyone else, 
hut for the reason that, since the companies are merely 
the administrators of the community's lire funds, the 
loss entailed by this cheating falls in the la-t resort 

the companies but up>u the community who

-cut
r ci

has put
‘ms correctly jk>inted out what is the incidence of 
the fire loss—that it fall' upon the public, that the 

rcstxmsihle for the present condition: ublie alone are 
, i affairs, that with them alone rests the matter of 

and the extent of that improvement.
not iqion 
pav the lire premiums..nprovement

Provincial authorities and municipalities can make 
much provision for fire-fighting as they like. Imt 

if the public is going along unchecked in it' old ways 
i throwing lighted matches into waste paper, playing 

the fool with lamp' and gasoline, allowing jerry 
builders to put up lire traps where they will and as 
last as they may, putting a premium 
,if insurance companies, and the rest, there is not 
going to he much improvement in the fire loss figures 
,,f this continent for a long time to come.

An appreciation of the incidence of the fire insur­
ance lo«s is of primary im|iortancc an essential, in 
fact if any action i' to be taken in this matter on 
broad and effective lines. To a large and strong lire 
insurance company, it i' not a matter of tremend­
ous importance, whether in a particular country 
or district the amounts it receives bv wav of pre- 
iv,in i s arc large, and the amounts it pays out for 
losses, also large, or whether the premiums it 
wives are smaller in amount and the losses il pav 

The insurance companies are merely

of his manifesto.Chief Tremblay, in the course
astonishing ligures given him by hirequotes some

Commissioner l.atulippe. The latter states that al 
of the lires investigated bv himleast I>5 per cent, 

reveal over-insurance. 40 per 
Commissioner's opinion, being incendiary. Whose 
fault is this? The fire insurance companies? Not 

ssarilv. There are careless tire insurance agents 
and companies as there are careless people every­
where, but they are not numerous enough to account 
for the extraordinary proportion* mentioned. In 
this connection, we wish Chief I remblay had 
tinned the name of the company concerned in the 
specific instance which he gives of the re insurance 
of an individual who had had a suspicious lire. Wi 
should lie surprised if it was a contain of repute that 

Rather than that the inslir

cent, of these, in the

the cheatingon
neve

men

concerned in tin
mparties are responsible for the proportion* 

mentioned, it would appear that the blame can be laid 
circumstances and even

u as
alive co

rc-
more justly upon present 

the law. Here i- No.
d a tire policy in the Province of Ottehec :

If any nerwii Immn s Ills buff'ffniï» nr k'ninla. ami 1 au» » 
lie ili'Mcrllnit otherwise than as they really are, 

tuUrt pnwntH nr «unit*

of the statutory omalso smaller.
clearing houses administering the fund' contributed 
by the great body of premium payers for the in­
demnification of those among them who lose their

U|M Ml 
ditioiis «

thr Millin' to
the nrvjuiHvi' of the Company, or 

l„ eiimnnnileate any elreiimstiiiire which Is material to lie 
muile known 10 the company. In nri'ct 10 1 nahle H t" I*" 
of ill,, risk II uintertake». »mh Imairame shall he at in 
force with respect I» the property In regard In which the 
misrepresentation nr nmlsslun Is mail- ; but nlnn "<• "l‘ 
nlirtilwn is mm/, out bii Ibr rompmn/ * <"/">'■ *«■ '< “I't'" 
mlion thnll tie i/ii rinif In be lb' " I nf tin ('oinjiciin/

pnqierty by lire. I'.ut it is by no means a matter 
uf small importance to the public whether the pru- 
mitttns are large and the losses large nr the premiums 
smaller and the losses smaller. The public :* pay­
ing fur the lusse* ; the larger the losses, the more 
the public has to pay.

Hitherto, the lire insurance legislation on this con­
tinent apiwar* to have been guided largely by a feel­
ing of hostility against the tire insurance companies. 
It Ini' lieen sup|x>*ed that tile public needed I" be 
protected against these "predatory corporations." 
who were "waxing fat" on spoils extorted from a 
lamb like |Kipulaee. The simple fact that over a 
period of years the lire insurance companies of this 
continent as a whole have not "waxed fat. but that,

Ha* it ever occurred to legislators vvliat an open
senseing for fraud, this innocent looking and in a 

quite natural statutory regulation provides? 
(rand, not merely on the insurance companies but by 

Tupulotts individual piliev holder on the whole 
Instead of protecting

for

mie mis-
community of pdievbolder 
itself through the companies against fraud, the public 
lias by such a regulation laid itself open to lie cheated.

Every instance of over-insurance, every incendiary 
fire, every little piece of -jieetilatiou m tire iiMir.uue, 
every extrav agant loss claim put in or cue mi aged 
by claim-rigging parasites i' a fraud or an attempt 
at fraud upon the public.

The extent of the lire loss de|>end' upm the 
awakened publie con-

on the contrary, manv of them have faded through 
a period of leanness into oblivion, lias not liven suffi­
cient to dissipate the illusion thoroughly. To take 
one aspect of this matter, only recently has it occurred 
to some people respuisible for legislation and even
now. the discovery does tv it seem to be very general, public ; it is only through 
that it is the lire insurance companies who need science that that lire loss can be reduced.
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