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NOTE AND COMMENT

Writing of Gipsey Smith's visit to Pitts
burg the United Presbyterian says: Itis
doubtful if any evangelist who has con-
duct meetings in this city has had eo
large a hearing from men, or has made
a8 deep impression on them, as has
Gipsey Smith. It may not be easy to
account for it, but it is undeniably true,

Thomas Edison again claims to have
perfected a et rage battery capable of be
ing economic 1y used in the operation
of street car: and other vehicles. Tt de
to be hoped ti.at this battery will be more
fuccessful than ifs predecessors, and
that we may some day bid fagpwell to
the unsightly and dangerous trolley sys
tem,

One of the firet missionaries, sent ont
by the American Board, saye the Herald
and Preshyter, wrote a leaflet on the
claims of the people of Asia for mission
ary ald. A young physician, Dr, Bendder,
read the tract by chanece while waiting
10 see a patient, As a result, the Soud
der family have given to India thirty
miesionaries and 529 years of eervice
Fruitful seed, certainly,

“8ervice, not lordship,” has been the
predoemineat trait of the great men of
all classes, throuzh whose lives and
labours the foundation and superstructure
of the British Empire have been raised.
Men who combine humility of spirit
with nobility of character and indomit
able conmge and industry have been,
are, and will be, the true master build-
ers, whether in Church or State, so long
as time lasts,

The Boston Herald some weeks ago
discontinued its “comic supplement” tn
the great delight of many of its readers,
The Herald has since added to its fea
tures a weekly article on the Interna
tional Sunday-school lesson and a com-
ment on the weekly Christian Endeavor
tople. We have a number of excellent
evening papers in Canada that would be
greatly improved and made mnch more
acceptable in many homes, if they also
abandoned the vulgar “comio supple
ment” which disfigures their Baturday fs-
sues.

« By a decree lseued at Peking, ol
China is informed that, from the Bm-
peror downward, everybody must obey
the edict affirming the fulfillment of a
oonstitution, which s set for the eighth
year of the reien of Hsnan Tung, which
reign begins officlally on Jan, 22. “Let
no vaeillation or indifference be shown,”
runs the decrce, ‘but let everybody
quicken his energies so that the coneti.
totlon may become a fact ana tranquil
lity prevail univemsally.” This is ex
cellent theory. and it rests with the best
elements in China to see that it is borne
ont in practice,

Local Option has juetified it merits
in many municipalities, says the Cana
dian Baptist, and the electors in all
bat two places where repeal was'gecently
attempted, have declared by vole that
they desire to remaln under its law.
This is significant; and we do not see
how the Ontarlo Government can much
longer decline to remove the threefifthe
incubns. Given a falr fleld and no

faver, Local Option bids well to extend
on every hand. But it seems unreason-
able that its extension must be sought
agalnst the odds of that un-British and
“in-democratic three fitths clanse.

OTTAWA

We are now told that the report of
earthquake shocks on the Canadisn and
American coast was a “fake.” There
were no “quakes.,” At Johannesbung,
South Africa, they had a slight shocking,
but no damag eresulted.

In response to diplomatic overtures
from China, all powers having treaty
relations with the last-named country
agreed that on Jan. 1 they would pro
hibit their subjects from exporting into
ite provinces either morphia or hypod
ermic syringes, which had been used by
man* Chinese as substitutes for opium
smok ng, from which they had been out
off by the imperial edict of 1908, Japan,
foremost of nations in protecting its own
people against opinm, wae the last nation
to agree to this humane proposal, on
which depended the snccess of the
Chinese Government in its efforts to rid
its people of the opium curse.

For many years the British and For
eign Bible Boclety has employed three
Ttalian eolporteurs in Bleily. Tast year
they aold in the island more than ten
thousand copies of the Seriptures. After
the appalling disaster at Meesina it was
foared that Colportenr Guisenps (reco,
who was stationed in that eity. had per
Ished. The Boclety’s agent at Rome, the
Rev. R. O. Walker, has received, how
ever, a letter from him dated December
31, in which he eays: “Surely T must oall
myself fortunate in having eseaped with
my life, and my family also, from the
catastronphe  which took nlace on the
night of December 28" Proviston has
been made for a distribution of Serip
tures nrnﬂ: among the wonnded and re
fugees,

The state of Mexico ls no longer what
it was, from the Roman Catholic stand-
point, Last June, in the oity of Guan
ajuato, over 600 Protestants met in a
eonvention of Sunday schools and young
people’s societies, Thirty years ago this
same city etoned the Protestant mission
arles who tried to establieh a mission
there, and they were besleged for a whole
day and night before being resoued by
the Government troops. Now the gov
emor himself met and cordially we!
comed a committee of the econvention,
Tt seems that today, says the Chrietian
Gnardian, Protestantism is a real factor
fn Mexican life, and one reeult of it is
seen in the religions tolerance which
now exists in the country; far which
Mexico was not formerly noted. Tor all
of which the church of God hae reason
to give thanks.

London, the world's great city grows
apace. There was a gain of 905,505 years
of life-capital during the year 1907, This
is the year covered by the latest report,
fssued on January 8. Tt was the year of
Tondon's lowest deathrate. The figure
fell to 14.8 per 1,000, which was lower
than that of any other big city in the
kingdom or in any other part of the
warld, Other main facts which appear in
the report of the medical officer of
health are: The marriage rate (17.0) in
1907 was slightly below the rate of the

« preceding vear (17.1), The hirth-rate
(25.6) In 1907 was the lowest on vecord
in Tondon since the institution of oivil
registration. The infant mortality in
1907 was aleo the lowest on record,
result to which the comparatively low
temperature in the third quarter of the
year largely contributed,

Dominion Presbyteria
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The Chinese Christian Association of
Montrea) last week adopted the following
resolution: “Gratefully acknowledging
the great progress of true Reform in
China and among the ublquitous Chin
ese, speclally in the attempted aboli
tion of opium, and aléo the growth of
a sentiment against gambling—the two
great ovils since idoltary is doomed and
declining along with several losser evils
—we wonld hereby, while praying for the
fullest snocess of the coming anti opiom
conference in Shanghai, renew our hope
for the effective enforcement of the Can-
adian oplum prohibition law on the
21st, Chinece New Year's Day, as also
the speedy removal of the gambling
curse in Montreal ‘and elsewhere, as en
falling much euffering and a canse of
much wrong-dolhg to which end we ever
offer our earnest aid.” The resolution
fs signed by Chan Nom Seng, Chalrman
of the Reform Committee. An anti.
gambling pledee has also been proposed,
but it fa hoped that will be included In
the wider Christian reform platform.

The New York “Evening Post”, had re.
cently a seathing denuneclation of the
excessive ocostliness of everything con
nected with the indnlgzence by the eity
rich of the lonely child, and follows it
up by a much-needed exposure of the
books, especially the children's booka,
written to minieter to this viclous ten-
dency. Tn part it says “Tn families with
narrow means these books might be dis-
tinotly pernicious. Senaible people some
times wonder why our millionaires in-
dulge in such volgar ostentation. The
reaton is plain; they do not know any
better. With very limited intellizence
and education, they lack the wit or the
imagination to concelve of other ways of
‘keeping up with their incomes.’ * The
prayer of Agar, “Give me neither poverty
nor riches” is more needed in these
days. Republican simplicity never ex
lsted, either in Venlee or the United
States. But in the latter there nsed to
be. and there is still, a remnant of
reople who strive to live in simple waye,
vhatever their income may be.

The practice of human saorifice in
India, though much less common than
formerly, has not wholly ceased, as cases
of it are still occasionally reported from
remote districts. But anyone who wor-
ships his heathen gods in such cruel
rites runs large risks of being called to
account and punished in aoccordance
with Britich law. The Oaleutta ‘Scots
man’ says: Within the last few daye a
case of human sacrifice has come before
the sessfons court at Chota Nagpur. A
bunia of the Ranchi distriet, on the Lo-
haraga platean in this province, pur-
chased one of the emall hamlete which
are dotted over the tableland. His fields
turned out to be so fertile that he deter-
mined upon a sscrifice to the local god-
dess. With great craftiness he engaged
a boy to catch birds for him, and then
luring the lad into the jungle he set two
of his cultivators on to commit in cere-
monial form the sacrificial murder, and
himeelf made the offering of blood to
the goddees. The boy was missed, how-
ever: the police tracked down the men
who had set upon him, and on their
confession the bunia was charged with
the erime. The sessions judee at Chota
Nagpur accepted his plea that human
eacrifice was part of his religion, and
reduoed the charge of murder to one of
homieide. Tn the end the bunia was
sentenced to transportation for 1ife.




