vy

Spurious Christians.

One of the commonest snarzs whiieh retard
spproach to Christ is the perception that the
members of Christ's Church are not always
exceptionally good men. Many so-called
Chiistians are found to be greedy « { gain,
full of spite, envy, and all uncharitablencss.
They act as a kind of deterrent on those
who would, but for them, seck to live as
Christians. Many who have had the mis-
fortune in their early years to become ac
quainted with this spu: ious kind cf Christian,
and have never been brought into close
contact with genuine Chnistians, have their
minds so prejudiced against the Christiaa
religion that they ncver ean free themeelves
of these prepossessions.  This is unrcasen-
ab e, but it does notwithstanding delay many
who, if they were day by day in contact with
incontestably good  resulis  of Christian
faith, might themselves be Chi.ians. Fow
men independently enquir: into things for
themselves ; they allow unreasoned impres-
sions to be made upon them by what they
meet in life. But as soon as a man docs
look at the matter with an unprejudiced
intelligerice, he perceives that, M« rder to
judge of the efficacy of Christ's salvation, he
must examine those who use it, not those
who merely say they do.  Many who bear
the name ot Christ have as little resem-
blance to Him as the men who parade the
streets with hoards resemble the picture they
advertise. The mere n me of Christian or
profession of faith in Christ works ne charm,

can measure His influcnce only oy ob-
serving the lives of those who faithfully put
themselves under it. 1t is senseless to judge
the religion of Christ by the conduct ot men
who have nothing Christian ahout them but
the name.—Professor Marcus Dods, D D.
- .o -

A Prayer.

Father in heaven, we thank Thee for the
compassionate love in which Thou dust call
us Thy children; and for the spitit of charity
and mutual affection which Thou dost
breathe upon us, and which alene can make
us truly Thy children.  Help us to receive
‘Thy Spirit more worthily ; to be more dilie
gent, painstaking, and loving in the work
that Thou givest us to do ; more faithfu! in
the care of that which Thou dust estrust o
us ; more gentle and humble in the errands
of mercy which Thy love shall require of us.
Bless our efforts to live as ‘Thy children,
unite us in Thy love, and comlort us with a
sense of Thy Fatherly presence. Of Thy
mercy we ask it for Tny name’s sake. Amen,

Be Not Discouraged.

To the over-sensitive, who sy, * 1 have
tied and failed.”” The people who have
tried and not fatled have yet to be born. The
names that shall endure longer than sun and
moon had conspicuous failures in their life
histories. Moses, David, Sulomon, Peter,
John, Paul, were great failures at various
points of their characters. Do not let the
devil dishearren you. Let fai'ure call you
o everincreasing courage, and Lo strengthen-
ed determination that, God helping you, you
will do what he calls you to do.—The Rev.
Gordon Watt.

S S S

When Christ calied his disciples to follow
him, he did not have to call twice. Not one
of the twelve, so far as we know, had to have
the invitation repeated. The great disciples,
through all the centuries, have been the obe-
dient disciples, loyally responding 10 the first
claim made by Christ upon them.—). R.
Miller.
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Feb 14, Real Friendship.
Some Bible Nints

A friend will help a fricnd when his life is
in danger {v.1). And what peril is 80 great
as peril of one's spiritual life ?

A true triend will do for his fricnd any-
thing wharever that he needs (v 4), Lut not
everything, necessarily, that he wants,

What can 1 do better for my friend than
to strengthen his triendship with a third
friend, or re.tore it it it has been interrugt a?
(v 7)

T'he covenant of friendship is A very sacr d
ore (v 17) and it is to be held equa ly
ercred whether it has cver been pul into
words or not.

Suggestive Thowghts.

41 h.ve called yow triends,” said Christ.
Those who are Christ's fiiends will be
friends of one another,

We are Christ's friends, if we do whatewcr
He commands us; and not until then can
we be the best pos ible friend of any man

If you want to learm how to main! in
friendship, study the life of Mim whe
witicketh closer than a brother.”

Some men will lay down their lives for
their friends, and the wmere they are like
Christ, the more ready are they to lay down
their lives for their enemies,

A Few IMustrations,

Friendship depends much on being close
together, Two hranches crossing each other,
and pressing hard, wil! finally join,

Friendship is like 8 ship which separa!
those upon it from the world around 1, and
carries them safcly threugh it

Friend:hip is like a crystal, likely to be
more perfect when it forms slowly.

Friends are hke mirrors, which tell the
absolute truth to each other.

Te Thiak Abent.

What am I sacrificing for my friends ?

Is Chnst the model of my friendshy s?

Wil my friendships help we toward the
heavenly friendships ?

A Cluster of Quotations.

Friend-hipe which flows from the heart
cannot be frozen by adversity, 33 the water
that flaws from the spring does not congeal
in winter,—J, Fenimore Cooper,

Associate not with the wicked man, even
if thou canst learn from him —Talmud.

Think not that any friend is truly thine,

Save as life's closest link with Love divine.

-=Lucy Larcom,

The power of making friends is, above all,
the power of coming out of enc's selt, and
seeing and appreciating whatever is noble
and loving in  another man. ~Thom1s
Hughes.

Our Monthly Yrial Balance,

It is the business meeting  These meel-
ings furnish the best possible test of the con-
dition of a soctety.

Insist on written reports from every com-
mittee and officer, Pass a resolution that
no verbal reports shall be received, and that
if any one is unprepared to report in writing,
his report will be postponed to the next
meeting of the society.

Furnish uniform paper on which these
reports may be written, and bind them to-
gether each year in a permanent volume

The .report of the executive committee
will contain the propositions (or rew business
which the compiniee wi-es to bing before
\Le society. ‘These will be taken up, dise

cusced, and acted upen; after this any
wember may prescnt whataver plan he de-
sires to propose,

It is hest to hold the business meetings in
eonneetion with a monthly social ~ Haif the
evening is enough for the fun; fil! the other
ha'f with earnest work,

Too many hus ness mectirgs are simply
reporis of what h s been done.  On the
oher hand, the sucecss of thise mestings
depends upon the introduction, at each of
them, of 8 me ane good, attractive plan for
adsance work.

e 6@+ oo
Daily Readings
Mon.,, Feb. 8.—Faithlul friends.
rov, 87: 610
Tues,, Feb. 9.~ Sympathetic triends.
Job. 2: 11-13
Wed., Feb. 10.— How to win triends.
Prov. 18: 24
Thurs., Feb, 11.—Gain of (riendship.
Ecclh q:912
Fri., Fab. 12.—A friendship begun.
1 Sam. 19:1-7
Sat.,  Feb. 13.—The best of triends.
John 1§5: 1316
Sune,  Feh, 14— Topic— What will real friend-
ship do 2 1 Sam. 30: 1°33+

It is mot always wise to speak the things
that are true, Bt is safer t. dismiss the
audience before crying “fire " than afer it,

— e o

The revenues of the fuore are the divid-
ends on present nvestments e who
cquanders to-day has thrown away to-mortow.

- .o P—

The oil of joy is very cheap, and if you
can help the poor on with a garment of

ise it will be better for them than praise.
w—Drummond.

RS-

Friendship cannot be permanest unless it
bLecomes spiritwal  Thers must be fellow-
ship in the deepest things of the soul,
community in the hizhest thoughts, sympathy
with the best endeavors.— Fricudship, Hugh
Rlack

SEPORR———

Just as when great princes go abroad they
must not go unattended, so it is with the be-
liever, Goidness and merey will follow him
always—the black days as well as the bright
days, the days of fasing as well as the days
of feasting, the dreary days of winter as well
as the bright duys of summer. Goodness
supplies our needs and mercy blots cut our
sins —Charles H. Spurgeon.

—— et

The grace that liberates also illuminates.
The grace that brigs vredemption” also
conters “wisdom.” Our opened eyes are to
be ted amd feasted with ¢ver more glorious
unveilings of the Eternal. - We are to obtain
more and more spacious conceptions of
truth, richer and profounder knowledge of
God.—]. I Joweu.
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“1 suppose that for one Christian who fails
in prayer, there are four Christians who fail
in praise,” Mr. Ralph Wells recently said,
We are sorry to think that he w's about
nght. One of our pastors says he is asked
to off r the prayers tor ‘*persons going to
sca,” or dangerously sick, fif y times to once
that he is asked to give thanks for a safe
voyage or a reovery from s — L scopal
Recorder,
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