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Owing to its efficiency as a laxative, phenolphthalein at present
occupies a position of great importance in modern therapeutics.
It has attained great popularity with the profession and also with
drug firms in general by whom it is exploited alone or in combi-
nation with other laxatives under various trade names as Phenol-
phthaline laxative, Probilin, Prunoids, Laxine, Laxaphen, Exur-
gine, Phenalein, Phenolax wafers, Thalosen, Laxothalen tablets,
Veracolate, ete.

Its pharmacological properties and its efficiency as usually
administered by mouth have temipted various workers to utilize
it or one of its salts or substitution derivatives as a subcutaneous
purgative. Fleig' has introduced into medical practice as a
hypodermic purgative, a soluble derivative of phenolphthalein
which he has called “‘sodophthalyl.” Abel and Rowntree* and
Rowntree? have demonstrated the value of phenolphthalein and
more particularly of phenoltetrachlorphthalein in this connection
when administered subcutaneously in solution in olive oil. It
| is established beyond doubt that these preparations possess very
| valuable laxative properties when so administered, and also that
| no general undesirable concomitant action is produced elsewhere

in the organism. It must be admitted, however, that the bulk-
iness of injection (20 cc. of the oil solution) stands in the way of
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